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Dear Family in Christ, 

 

     Maxine is on my lap and just gave me a cat kiss on the 

nose.  The leaves are falling outside and the fall sunlight has a 

special seasonal beauty all its own.  Teresa is down in the 

boathouse preparing music to be performed this weekend.  

Life is good.  As I write this, I am greatly looking forward to 

Reforma%on Sunday and welcoming four, if not five new   

confirmed members.  I believe I bap%zed all but one of them 

not all that long ago.  Life is good.  (I have asked Marty to   

include the sermon for that day with this Lantern.  It points us all in the right direc%on.)  

Speaking of bap%sm, we had a great day on October 5 when Desmond Rocco Healy was bap-

%zed. Desmond is the sixth infant we have bap%zed in our enterprising li/le church in 2014.  

That makes me smile!---a lot! 

 

    Looking ahead to November, we have the somber but grateful remembrance of All Saints 

Sunday on Nov 2, and of course, Thanksgiving will arrive with another opportunity to not only 

count our blessings, but seek ways to share them with others. 

 

   As cooler weather arrives, I am already grateful to Vince Mo/ola, Ken Oliver, Gordon Kim-

ball and all who helped us convert our furnace from oil to gas over the summer.  (Max must 

be reading over my shoulder—she just began to purr.  She likes to be warm and toasty when 

the cold winds blow off the lake).  Our special appeal for extra dona%ons to the furnace fund 

con%nues.  Mary Ann Mastro has created a chart so we can watch our progress toward the 

goal of $12,000.  So we are off to a good start and I know many are planning special gi<s in 

the near future.  You will not want to miss the Eat for Heat chicken dinner Danielle Schaeffer 

will be preparing for us on Nov. 22. 

 

   Speaking of heat and money, our Stewardship program this year will again be quite simple.  

No pounding the pulpit or seeking to make you feel guilty or badgered.  Ours is a faith based 

budget in 2014 and will also be the same in 2015.  All of us know the need is there for         

con%nued, and when possible, increased support of our ministry and all of us know wonder-

ful things con%nue to happen to us as a church family.  So please, let your faith show you the 

way in your living and in your giving.  What we need most every week is YOU---in the pew.          

See you in church!   

Pastor 
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Confirma%on and Reforma%on 2014 

 

   If you could visualize your faith journey through life as something more tangi-

ble—like a cross country trip from New York to California, then confirma%on might 

be the equivalent of arriving in Pi/sburg.  You’ve come a long way from the 

star%ng point, but you have a lot farther to go—and you don’t want to get stuck 

where you are.  (My apologies to all those Steeler fans) 

 

   Though each year we do see some confirmands walk out the door and never or 

very infrequently return, there are some compelling reasons to stay with the jour-

ney.  Those of us who have done so can a/est to the fact that keeping the faith 

and growing in faith and living in faith is about as good as life can get.  Yes, there 

are bumps in the road.  There are detours.  There are %mes when we even lose 

our way, but our lessons for today remind us why it makes perfect sense to stay 

the course, to return to the journey, to keep faith alive—to stay closely connected 

to the people of God. 

 

  In Jeremiah we read about the covenant—the faith rela%onship that defines our 

lives.  The Lord God tells us—“I will put my law within them, and I will write it on 

their hearts; and I will be their God and they shall be my people.”  What we con-

firm at confirma%on and what we confirm when we renew our bap%sm daily is 

that we belong to God—his love has bound us, his grace will guide us, his power 

will sustain us, his salva%on will hold us forever.  

 

     One of the good reasons confirma%on takes place when we are 12 or 13 years 

old is because this is a %me when we are not sure who we are or who we want to 

be.  There is pressure from family and parents to be a certain kind of person.   

There is pressure from peers to be accepted as part of a group that can seem 

more important to us than anything in the world—but it is not.  There is pressure 

to please others and ourselves.   

     As our bodies and minds begin to change, so do our spiritual selves.   We find 

that it no longer works to be li/le kids in Sunday school listening to our teachers 

and accep%ng whatever they tell us.  We now have to find answers for ourselves  
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that make sense and seem real to us.  The world offers us quite a menu of op-

%ons—the church offers just one---that the Lord will be our God and we shall be 

His People.   

 

    Keeping the faith makes sense when we look at our Psalm for today.  Which one 

is it?  Psalm 46.  To confirm the faith in which we were bap%zed is to rely on God 

to be our refuge and strength---a very present help in trouble.  Who does not 

need such help in life?  Trouble finds us far too fast and far too o<en in this world.  

Where can we turn?  How can we cope?  Who will care for us?   Who will help us?   

God is our refuge and strength.  The Psalmist reminds us that Faith helps us with 

our fear—it brings gladness.  We are never alone—the Lord is with us—always, 

everywhere, forever.   

 

   Our second lesson, taken from the le/er St. Paul wrote to the church at Rome is 

rich in meaning.  What it basically says is that Sin is the problem we all face and 

cannot overcome—our own sin, the sins of the world—the sins of those who 

came before us.  Sin is what brings separa%on and sorrow, despair and hopeless-

ness, pain and suffering, cruelty and evil.  We cannot fix the problem of Sin, but 

God has done that for us.  Christ has died, Christ is Risen, Christ will come again.  

Problem solved.  Forgiveness is ours to receive and to give, and we are going to 

need a lot of it. 

   

Finally, Jesus has something to say to us on this confirma%on day.  Jesus says to 

those who believe in him—“If you con%nue in my word, you are truly my disciples; 

and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.”  Jesus spoke a lot 

about truth.  Even in his last hours, when he stood before Pon%ous Pilate he 

said—“I have come to bear witness to the truth.”   

Pilate then asked—“What is truth”.  He did not recognize the answer to his ques-

%on was standing right in front of him.  Some%mes we make the same mistake.  

Take Jesus at his word.   
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Learn to know him, trust Him, love Him, believe in Him and CONTINUE to follow 

Him.  That is what confirma%on says we want to do in our lives---and it is a jour-

ney that Will, Chris%ne, Ma/hew, Meghan and Emily have taken thus far with the 

help of parents, teachers, family, and church family. The fact that each of them are 

standing here today to be confirmed means those who love them have prevailed 

against all odds, and it was not easy. 

 

 Today the faith journey of each one can and should con%nue with renewed com-

mitment and joy and zeal. That is what we hope and pray for each precious one.  

What I say to them, I say to all gathered in the sight of  God today.   

 

Stay the course and you will never be sorry you have done so.  Keep the faith.  

Hold fast to Gods truth.  Trust God to be your refuge and strength.  Be His Own. 

Find His Peace. 

 

   A lot of prepara%on for this confirma%on day has involved learning with the 

mind, but that was only a means to an end.  What now ma/ers is what your heart 

is telling you to do—where your heart is telling you to go.  This is the %me, this is 

the place to Li< up your hearts to the Lord.  Chris%ne, Ma/hew, Meghan, Will, 

Emily, if it is your inten%on to Rejoice in God’s love for you and confirm your love 

for Him, please come forward …. 
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Good morning.  Caroline Schlichting was my mom’s grandmother, my great grandmother 

and my daughters’, Sophia and Olivia, great great grandmother.  A few months ago, my 

mom received a book of poems that was written as a gift to Caroline for receiving her First 

Communion and Confirmation when she was 15 years old in 1887.  My cousin in Germany 

sent the poems to my mom because they were written in “old” German which very few 

people can read today.  However, my mom understands “old” German and was able to 

translate them into English.  It is this translation of selected poems that my wife Milla, and 

daughters, Sophia and Olivia, will be reading to you this morning.  The poems were written 

by Caroline’s Pastor, teachers, classmates and family. 

To provide some background and context, Caroline was born in 1872 in Cuxhaven, Germany 

which is a port city on the North Sea.  As you can imagine, a port city in the late 1800s was 

materially different than today.  The vessels in the harbor were small sailboats primarily 

used by the local fisherman because fishing was a primary occupation in the area.  Unlike 

Cuxhaven today, there were no motorized boats or cranes which today are used to unload 

cargo from large seagoing vessels.  Similarly, land travel was not conducted using motorized 

vehicles, but was primarily by horse and carriage.  The world was very different for Caroline 

and her family than it is today. 

Similarly, healthcare was very different from the standards we require today.  Caroline’s 

family valued education and Caroline had a great interest in medicine and had aspirations 

of becoming a physician.  However, she came from a family of farmers and circumstances 

dictated that she too would be a farmer.  Despite her responsibilities on the farm, Caroline 

immersed herself in medical text books.  Overtime, she became so knowledgeable in medi-

cine that her neighbors would go to her for medical consultations, because there was not a 

doctor in the village.  On one occasion, a boy went to Caroline and she immediately (and 

accurately) diagnosed that he had a serious condition.  She had a physician from another 

village rushed over and he conducted emergency surgery (without anesthesia) on the kitch-

en table with Caroline’s assistance.  I mention this because I want you to contrast healthcare 

in the 1800s with today’s standards.  Clearly there is no comparison. 

As Milla, Sophia and Olivia read the poems that were written for Caroline, I would like you 
to consider how materially the world around us has changed over the past 140 years.  Also, 
as you hear the strong expressions of faith, the love of God and the love of family as written 
in the poems, ask yourselves if the views expressed in the poetry are consistent with yours.  I 
suspect they are.  If they are, then I would also suggest to you that even though the world 
has changed materially over the last 140 years, the values that people hold so preciously 
have not changed. 
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This is from this summer’s Journey of faith presenta on by Paul Judicke. It is relevant to confirma on and very    

interes ng in regards to life  in those years. It has, and the poems following this ar cle many life lessons to ponder 

in rela on to life today. 



Selected Poems from Caroline Schlich ng’s Confirma on Book, 1887 Translated 

from Old German by Gerda Judicke. Posted in honor of this years Confirma on 

class. 

1)   

Savour your Happiness 

Through Humility  

Always with thanks to God who gave it to you. 

Even in blessed Times expect  

Sorrow and Trials  

through life until death. 

Stay true to Him the Creator of your youth. 

Until now he has guided you faithfully. The one who loses the Pillar  

Of his Virtue has lost 

God in his Heart. 

 

With friendly Memories, 

Your Father 

M. Schlichting 

 

2) 

Beloved Sister 

Enjoy what the world  

Offers you that is great 

And may God throw all the blessings on your Path 

Through Life. 

Yes, I will feel your Burden 

When a Wish is not fulfilled. 

When Luck  is with you, 

I will feel it also and hope 

That it never leaves you. 

When you are happy 

Then I will be happy. 

 

With friendly memories, 

Your sister Adele 
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3) 

It is an Angel friendly 

And mild, 

Our Father’s Image. 

He stays in our Soul, 

Leads you with God’s Will. 

This Angel is Love. 

O, may it always be your Light. 

Love makes us like Angels 

And leads us into  

God’s Empire. 

 

In friendly remembrance, your confirmation Friend, 

Frieda Angelbech 

 

 

 

4) 

God be with you on 

All your paths. 

God be with you all the time. 

With the All Mighty  

Blessings abound at 

all times into Eternity. 

If you ask me 

what I wish for, it is 

that God be with you always. 

 

With friendly memories, your first Pastor and healer, 

 who takes care of your soul. 

Wilhelm Walter, Pastor 
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5) 

May there be Light in your Heart. 

 When you are low in 

Spirit and have sadness in your Heart, 

never look to the Ground. 

The Earth is full of darkness. 

Look up to God. 

His goodness and mercy will be with you. 

His Light comes from above 

and his comfort comes  

only in the Light. 

 

In friendly remembrance, 

Your conformation friend,  

E. Kolster 

 
6) 

Love God and he will let  

You enjoy life. 

His Merciful Star will give  

you a thousand most lovely  

Beams of Light. 

He will give you 

What your Heart wishes. 

 

I will always think of you with love. 

Your confirmation friend, 

W. Koenig 

 

7) 

Whether through green Fields 

Or thorny Bushes, 

Let the highest Hand lead you. 

Go to God. 

No matter how dark the way, 

They all lead to Heaven 

 

In friendly remembrance, 

Your confirmation friend 

Antonie Hopstock 
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Congratulations and God’s blessing  to Will, Matt, Meghan, Christine Congratulations and God’s blessing  to Will, Matt, Meghan, Christine Congratulations and God’s blessing  to Will, Matt, Meghan, Christine Congratulations and God’s blessing  to Will, Matt, Meghan, Christine 

and Emily on their Confirmation this year!!! We look forward to      see-and Emily on their Confirmation this year!!! We look forward to      see-and Emily on their Confirmation this year!!! We look forward to      see-and Emily on their Confirmation this year!!! We look forward to      see-

ing you  often in church in the coming years.ing you  often in church in the coming years.ing you  often in church in the coming years.ing you  often in church in the coming years.    
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Pastor made confirmands walk out and back in to get used to 

coming through the church doors in the years ahead! 



 

 

 

 

Hi All,  

 

As I sit here and write my November Presidential Lantern article it is 

not yet Halloween, yet talk of the holidays are all around us.      The 

retailers keep pushing the envelope earlier and earlier. Macy’s, NYC 

announced it will be open Thanksgiving after the parade and the rest of 

the stores will follow in the spirit of gaining more sales and raking in more profits. Christmas 

is no longer Merry Christmas but Happy Holidays. You can buy that red sweater at a bargain 

price on Black Friday. Forget about going out on the highways on a Saturday afternoon as you 

will get nowhere and return home frustrated. Parking at a mega mall….take the shuttle, that’s 

how far away you will be.  

 

What has happened here? Society has made the biggest event on the Christian calendar a      

generic social event. It has become all about getting the “great deal” instead of remembering 

what a great deal we have here on earth for the very short time we are given. Wouldn’t it be 

amazing if all that traffic was because of the great deals we can get in church. 

Free sprititual guidance, free worshiping and singing to your hearts content, forgiveness,       
reflection and faith.  These are never on sale, and always ever present.  Now that’s a 
deal. Wouldn’t it be nice to give the gift of church to a friend or loved one? Show them where 

it all started and why WE celebrate like we do. Show them why we say Merry Christmas. Let 

them feel that overwhelming feeling of getting a big hug from heaven above. That as their day 
starts, blessings have been poured down upon them. 

 

This Christmas season let’s remember why it is such a wonderful and joyous time for us and 

let us not be lost in society's generic event. Bring our hearts and souls with us as we celebrate 
the birth of our Lord.  So I will not say it as it is way too early but may this upcoming      

Christmas season be happy and merry and bursting with love. 

 

See you in church with a friend! 

Vince Mottola 

Council President 
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THANK YOU to everyone who participated in the Lawn Sale this September! 

It was a lot of fun, all the hot dogs were sold, lots of merchandise was sold 

and St. John’s made a profit of $700 dollars!!!! Next year promises to be even 

bigger and better! 
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Lawn Sale pics con%nued……. 
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We are please to welcome Desmond Fabiano and Ryan Aus n Senatore as our newest members through the sac-

rament of Holy Bap sm. We pray for God’s blessings on Desmond and Ryan. May your lives be filled with happi-

ness, good health and may you lead faithfull lives. 

Desmond 

Rocco 

Fabiano 

Bap zed   

October 5th 

Ryan Aus n Senatore Bap zed May 25th 



 

Don’t forget…….on SUNDAY MORNING,        

NOVEMBER 2nd at 2 AM, turn your clocks 

BACK one hour. Or do it before you go to bed 

Saturday night if you do not plan to stay up 

till 2am in the morning. 
But if by chance you do forget and arrive at church an hour early, what a nice hour to get in all 

your prayers and meditation!! 
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A SIGN OF THE TIMES. 

This was a sign posted in a restaurant. We think this is a good lesson to be learned in these 

electronic digital times. How often do we see a table of people eating in a restaurant and all 

the heads are looking down? Only time heads should be looking down in that case is in a 

prayer of thanks for the food. Good food with good conversation beats a text message!! 
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                   St. John’s Lutheran Church   
145 Mortimer Avenue 
Rutherford, NJ 07070 

 

EAT TO HEAT FUNDRAISER 
 

 
 

Dear Friends, 

You are cordially invited to attend a family style dinner to help raise funds for the new fur-

nace.  The dinner menu includes meatloaf and fried chicken along with other comfort foods.  

The dessert menu includes a selection of homemade baked goods!!! 

 

Saturday November 22, 2014 – 6 pm at St. John’s 

Tickets are $25 for adults and $15 for children ages 7-14 

Bring a friend or neighbor!!! 

 

Please see Vince Mottola for tickets. 

If you would like to volunteer please contact Danielle Schaefer 973-985-9364.   

THE DEADLINE TO ORDER TICKETS IS NOVEMBER 15, 2014. 
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  Your absolute last chance to be included in the new St. Johns Directory!!!! 

 

The first edi%on will be printed and emailed very soon. If you have not already submi/ed your          

informa%on you will not be included. The response has been good but there are s%ll members who 

have not submi/ed their informa%on. We will not put in the request form at this %me, just please use 

the format below and email it to Lori Torsiello or Joan and Gordon Kimball. Their emails are listed    

below or just hand it to them in church. THANK YOU!!!  

Loris Torsiello :  lkimball12000@yahoo.com 

Joan and Gordon:  jandgkimball@yahoo.com 

        

Last name First Name Children Street City, State, Zip Telephone Cell E-Mail 

Jones Jebediah Abraham, Amos 123 Main Street Any town, NJ 10101 111-111-1111 201-111-1111       jonesj@gmail.com 
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Stay tuned...coming soon….announcement on how to buy these           

T-shirts, modeled here by our good looking Lutheran models. 

Photos courtesy of Mary Ann Mastro 
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RUTHERFORD PANTRY NEEDS LIST 

NOVEMBER 2014 

 HAPPY THANKSGIVING!! 

SHELF STABLE CANNED HAMS 

CANNED CHICKEN AND TURKEY 

SPAM 

PASTA SAUCE 

LASAGNA, JUMBO PASTA SHELLS FOR STUFFING 

CANNED BEANS;   BLACK, RED KIDNEY, WHITE KIDNEY 

WHOLE KERNEL CANNED CORN 

CANNED BEETS, CARROTS, POTATOES 

CANNED FRUIT, APPLESAUCE 

CEREAL, OATMEAL 

JUICE; APPLE, CRANBERRY 

CONDIMENTS- MUSTARD, MAYO, SALAD DRESSING, OLIVES, COOKING OIL,  

JELLY 

CAKE MIX AND FROSTING 

QUICK BREAD MIXES 

PUDDING AND JELLO MIXES 

GROUND COFFEE; REG AND DECAF 

INSTANT COFFEE; REG AND DECAF 

RICE/PASTA SIDES 

CRACKERS, NO MATZOS 

 

COOKIES 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER WE CANNOT ACCEPT ITEMS WITH AN EXPIRED DATE!!!!! 
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            NOVEMBER BIRTHDAY’S 

 

3-Danielle Pitera 

6-Carol Eveleens 

9-Tom Scioscia 

12-Lorraine Herrnkind 

16-Brandon Moore 

18-Damien Newton 

19-Casey Lynn Balogh 

27-Marge Spann 

27-Lori Torsiello 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

 

4-Michael and Diane Oliver 

7-Marlene and Allen Krupp 

12-Damien and Marybeth Newton 

15-Tom and Candice Scioscia 

                                   26-Penelope Van Osten and Rod Leith 

On October 29th there was a story in the NY Daily News about an elderly man who was married 

to his wife for 55 years. Sadly she passed away a few years ago. Now every time he goes out to eat 

he takes a picture of her with him and places it on the table. This way he feels he is not alone and 

that she is still with him.  When asked about  this he responded “People are like candles. At any 

given moment a breeze can blow it out, so enjoy the light while you have it. Tell your wife you 

love her every day. And be sure to ask her ‘Have I told you that I love you lately.’” 

We think this is a life lesson we should all follow, to tell our loved ones we love them. Whether it is a 

spouse, a child, family member or friend. One never knows when that ‘breeze’ might blow. 
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