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Dear Family in Christ, 

    Our year of rejoicing continues with amazing Lenten worship    

services and lots of excitement ahead.  Baptisms are scheduled for 

March  26 for Zoe Martin, April 30 for Greysen Cherian and May 7 

for Antony (TJ) Incidis. New members Raj and Rachel Cherian were 

welcomed  on Sunday,  March 5.  They are a joyful  addition to our 

church family. 

We have also been saddened by the recent deaths of Elizabeth Martin and Marthe Bollenbach.  

Both were saints among us-- greatly loved and admired by their church family and both    

women were outstanding examples of faithfulness and love.  In the midst of our grief, we trust 

that what we sing in beloved hymns like How Great Thou Art is most certainly true.  When 

Christ takes us home, what  joy shall fill our hearts—forever. 

    Looking ahead to Holy Week and Easter, we have amazing opportunities to praise God, 

grow in faith and find the kind of inspiration so necessary in the times in which we live.  The 

Maundy Thursday and Good Friday service will both begin at 7:30pm.  Easter Sunday at St. 

Johns is something not to be missed.  It is truly a glorious experience.  This year you will find 

freshly painted walls in the sanctuary, thanks to Vince and our intrepid volunteer paint crew, 

but what is most joyful will be the familiar faces of our beloved sisters and brothers in Christ 

as well as the faces of those visiting us for this special day of days 

    During these days of Lent, a highlight of our worship has been singing together the canticle 

written by our own Teresa entitled The Way, The Truth, The Life.    This music inspires us to 

trust in the God who promises us forever and loves us without limits. 

   Our adult and children’s choirs continue to bless us with songs of praise and power. Sermons 

during Lent allow us to look at ways to grow in faith, trust in grace and live with hope.  During 

these holy days, we spend time with Jesus as He is tempted in the wilderness, with the          

Samaritan woman Jesus meets  at Jacob’s well, with  faithful  Abraham,  timid  Nicodemus, a 

man born blind whom Jesus heals whose words echo across time—“This I know.  I was blind, 

and now I see.”  Finally, we find Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead and we learn that nothing 

is impossible with God. 

   I encourage you to take every opportunity to join your church family in worship and service.  

These are days of great potential for anyone desiring to overcome any of the barriers that    

prevent them from enjoying the fullness of faith God offers.  If you have been hearing that 

still, small voice urging you to take the next step in trusting God, this is the time and St. Johns 

is the place for you.    God’s love for you is without limit.  Let Lent, Holy Week and Easter 

worship remind you just how precious you are and just how eagerly God is waiting to bless 

and guide you.   See you in church! 

 

Pastor Walters 
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From your Council President 
 

 

As this is the first Lantern of the new year, I am going to give this space to the introduc�on 

of St. John's Council of 2017. 

 

I will, once again,  be honored to serve as your president. My job is rather easy as you 

have elected the best council members. They are enthusias�c, easy to work with, and to-

tally commi+ed to the well-being of St. John's. Thank you. 

 

Carol Gearity, my right hand, thankfully will be secretary again. All I can say is, as we read the minutes each month, she 

makes us look great.  

 

Your treasurer is, for about the 20th plus �me, is Karen Ohland. She is outstanding in her work and rarely elicits any 

ques�ons from us because of her thoroughness. You have seen her in ac�on at our Annual Mee�ngs. What you see is 

how she is at our mee�ngs. 

 

On Finance we are keeping Marty Kaup. My feeling is, when you have a good thing going, don't rock the boat. He keeps 

us in the financial straightway and makes us laugh. Who can pass on that combina�on. 

 

Vince Mo+ola is our Property Guy and Vice President. He will be looking for mowies, rakers, plants, and painters. If you 

can help out just tap him on the shoulder and volunteer. He will willingly find something for you to do, trust me. 

 

Sunday School will be in MaryAnn Mastro's capable hands. We love her and the kids love her so that is a win-win situa-

�on. Enough said. 

 

As Lutherans we cannot be too far away from cake and coffee. Lorraine Kirwan  is the one who makes sure of that. But 

remember, she cannot do it alone. Please let her know if you want to take on a Coffee Hour. We have ins�tuted a 

heart healthy choice along side the cakes, so keep that in mind when preparing your selec�ons. 

 

Have you been on our Web Site? Is it not Fabulous? So we are keeping Samantha Mo+ola and adding, for her first �me 

on council, Vicki Hollins. We will let Samantha mentor her for a year before we send her out on her own. I think they 

make a great team. 

 

Our Outreach Commi+ee has grown this year by leaps and bounds. Aimee Sepetjian will con�nue to bring programs to 

us to keep us healthy. Mary Ann Mastro will con�nue her postcard outreach project. Joy Chris�ans has been added to 

this commi+ee as the person who will welcome new members, reach out to old members, and make us aware of and 

make contact with someone who has not been with us for a while. So it will be your job to reach out to Joy if you be-

come aware of someone who has been absent for some �me, or is sick, or in need. You may know something she does 

not know or needs to know. Also on this Outreach Commi+ee is Geri Basch. She will be taking over the Cradle Roll 

which was just recently started up again. Geri will be in contact with the families of newly bap�zed babies and their 

families. I think we have the whole of St. John's covered with this commi+ee. 

 

So that is your council for 2017. This does not let you off the hook, though. These people are the contact people. We 

need you to help us. These people may be the backbone, but you, my friends, are the muscles. You make us a family. 

Without you we are nothing. So see where you may want to help and reach out to the commi+ee chair. We all could 

use your help, your kind words, and your support. We can't do it alone. We are family. 

 

Lisa Oliver, Council President 

 

 

Page 2 



TFSS Spring 2017; 

                                       

           TFSS  is doing  Our Lenten Alms  -beginning on Ash Wednesday the children will  have collected  1 

nickel a day    during the 40 days of lent, a3er  it is collected  on Easter Sunday and then counted 

we will  donate all alms collected to our  mission here at St. John’s to assist with  feeding our local home-

less with a presenta�on  during worship service, the monies will then be handed over to  Lisa Oliver and 

Joy Chris�ans . 

                                         
 

     Holy Week Services; 

 

  Maundy Thursday Service 7:30 pm - 3 of our students will be receiving their 

First Holy Communion; Jack Sepetjian,  Kylie Koehne, Samantha Sanabria 

 Good Friday Service 7:30pm 

 Easter Morning 9:00 TFSS,    Easter Service 10:15 am   
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St. John’s has sponsored a child from Childfund.org for many years, last year the child that 

was sponsored turned 18 years old and is removed from the program at that age.  So they 

assigned us a new child and his name is Isac Hernandez age 8, lives in McAllen Texas.  

The TFSS children  have all wri>en Isac a le>er and drew some awesome pictures   along 

with some photographs and  a card signed  from  some the  congrega�on Welcoming him to 

our church family . We are thrilled to hope that we can have a pen pal  rela�onship with 

Isac , as soon as he responds we will share that with you all. 
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FEBRUARY 19th, 2017 TFSS presentation in Church Service 
went so well...... 

We have done our share to contribute to the St. 

John’s Fire Alarm fund...... We handed over the impressive 

amount of $209.37 collected through our coin drive to Vince Mo>ola . 

The children are, and should be, very proud of their accomplishment.   

 

 

 Our TFSS parents,  are  raising some very thoughAul, kind, loving , helpful,   children.  

  Good work and God Bless them! 
 

Great News for the TFSS 

 

  March 2017 We have ordered a case of Bibles for the TFSS class 
room  as an  invaluable resource;  so each child will  learn  the ins 

and out of holding , reading, looking up, and listening too  Bible read-
ings.    Thanks to so many,  these Bibles have all been dedicated  to 

loved ones . 

 

And our  TFSS choral performances  at our 10:15 Service are something to 
behold, joy and happiness is what it is, pure and simple ~ Thanks to our 

special Dr. T for all her patience and encouragement 
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Spring 2017;  

                             

 

St. John’s Outreach “Welcome to the Neighborhood campaign”   has completed 

385 postcards sent to new homeowners in Rutherford, East Rutherford, Lynd-

hurst and Secaucus. 

 

************************************************************** 

                             

 

These are our Invita�on Cards ( business size cards)  that  are available  in the 

back of  the Santcuary . Please  feel free to take a  bundle  (5 cards) so when ev-

er your sharing  your love for St. John’s with someone you can certainly  invite 

them to visit  and  hand over  one of these convienant cards   with all our infor-

ma�on on  them . 
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                    Important Informa�on about our  

**St. John’s Flea Market , Cra3 Fair ** 

  *Open-House Church Tour*   

 

Our plans are now for a September 2017 event. 

****** September  2017 ****** 

Details will follow in a timely manner 

 

You’ll have those extra seasons to sort  your items 

 for the upcoming sale ~ September 2017  

 

Mark your calendar, cell phones, blackberry, PC, tablet Ipad……etc.etc.etc.    

 

                                  Sign up sheets  will  be out soon ! 
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Happy Spring to All, 

 

Spring is here.  Is it me or is winter longer and longer each year?  We made it through with 

tapping into our snow removal budget only two �mes. I call this a very successful winter      

endeavor. We have not been so lucky in past years.  Finally a break. I am looking forward to 

pu=ng the lids on the salt buckets and storing them in the shed for another year. ---   I had 

announced a few weeks ago that our church is a lot cleaner.  Thanks to Tommy DiMeola and 

his crew, the en�re church was dusted down.  The team climbed up to the highest points     

inside and wiped all the ra?ers down and then did the altar, and all the pews.  Please let Tom-

my know we are thankful for his efforts.   

 

I can happily say that we have only one semi major project on the schedule this year. And in 

comparison to years gone by, this was an easy one.   As you will all no�ce on April 2nd, we 

have painted the side walls inside the church. This was a project long overdue as the heat 

marks from the radiators were becoming quite no�ceable. Our new color is not as white as 

before, �me to mix it up a bit. Thanks to everyone who helped out.   

 

Outside of regular property stuff, I am really hoping for a nice a quiet year outside.  We have 

some slate roof �les to be fixed, some bees to be dealt with, probably replace a bush or two 

out front but other than that, a nice and quiet summer season.  If anyone has some free �me 

on a Saturday morning and wants to help out, there is always something we can find for you 

to do.  If you would like to sign up for cu=ng the grass, we can sure use an extra hand too.  

Only takes about 2 hours. 

 

Thanks for everyone’s support, compliments are no�ced and are hearBelt. 

See you in church, 

Vince Mo+ola 

Council VP and Property Chair 
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Property Report 



 

The Web site….Some of you may have no�ced that our web site has a 

new look to it.  Because of advances in technology and everyone’s       

dependence on smart phones, it was necessary to completely rebuild 

the site from scratch. When I made the old one, smart phones were not 

part of our day to day lives as they are now and the old technology did 

not support the requirements necessary to make us accessible as we 

needed to be.   

  

It is incredibly invigora�ng to hear the stories of our visitors and of some of our newer 

members about how they came to find us. The site generates hits from all over, has people 

contac�ng Pastor and is just crea�ng awareness about St. John’s.  And….. Thanks to Marty, 

I am never in short supply of new pictures for pos�ng.  I would love to hear your            

comments,  feedback and maybe some other ideas that you may have that could be fun. If 

you have not visited the site lately, here is the address----StJohnsnj.org-----take a few 

minutes out of your Amazon shopping and click on over. 

  

Best, 

Samantha Mottola 

Technology Chairperson 

Flashback…..This was your technology  Chairperson 22 years ago. Yes, this is Samantha 

Mo+ola at her Bap�sm. How cute is she!!  
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St. John’s will be hosting a Dinner and DiscoveryDinner and DiscoveryDinner and DiscoveryDinner and Discovery event on Tuesday May 9, 2017Tuesday May 9, 2017Tuesday May 9, 2017Tuesday May 9, 2017 

We will enjoy sharing in a healthy and delicious dinner of light fare as we listen and discover heart 

health with an informative lecture given by a Nurse Practitioner from the Valley Hospital Cardiac 

Program. Dinner will start at 6:00pm followed by a lecture at 6:30pm 

 

 

A sign-up sheet will be available in the overflow room for all those interested in attending. Feel free 

to bring a neighbor or a friend. If you would like to bring a healthy dish to share, kindly let me 

know. You do not need to bring a dish to attend. Come, eat, listen and learn. 

Looking forward to seeing you there! 

Aimee 

 

The Valley Hospital offers a free Cardiac Screening Program. Please refer to the flyer for more in-
formation. 
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   Raj and Rachel Cherian joined as new members on Sunday, March 5th. 

We welcome you and are delighted you joined St. John’s family along with 

your new born son, Greysen Edward Cherian. What a cutie he is!!!! 
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Movie & Dinner  April 5th 

 

On Wednesday, April 5th at 6:30 pm come join us for a very special view-

ing of  “Luther and the Reformation”, a documentary commemorating 

the 50th Anniversary of  the Protestant Reformation.  This DVD         

produced by very well-regarded travel writer, Rick Steves also includes a 

one-hour special titled “Rick Steves’ European Easter” and an excerpt 

from his public television series Germany’s Luther Towns.   We will be 

gathering for a dinner at 6:30pm prior to the viewing.  If  you would like 

to join us please see Lorraine Kirwan or Dottie Frank to let us know 

how many will be attending.  We will be also looking for a few             

volunteers to help with dinner & desert (see me for signup).  I hope to 

see some of  you there! 

Lorraine 

Lorraine_kirwan@hotmail.com  
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A big THANK YOU to Tommy DiMeola and 

crew for cleaning and polishing parts of St . 

John’s that most of would dare not a+empt. 

We are all very grateful to you for               

volunteering to do this for us.  

It looks great! 
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Altar Guild 
 

Thank you all who donated poinse=as this past Christmas. We had the largest number this 

year and the altar showed it. The plants themselves were gorgeous. Mine is s�ll alive! Let's 

hope Easter will be the same. I am anxious to see how the "Mystery Plant" idea goes over. 

We know the lilies will be spectacular. They always are. Keep dona�ng Sunday service bou-

quets. Bill O'Shea's in Hasbrouck Heights does a great  job for us. 

 

Thanks, also, to all the volunteers who give us a hand each Sunday. We greatly appreciate it. 

We hope to see you all on Easter and to help cheer on the kids 

doing the Easter shout!!! 
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God’s blessing to Zoe Martin. Zoe was Baptized on March 26th. It was a wonderful Baptism 

with family and many of her Sunday school classmates on hand. We wish you a good life, 

a healthy, happy and Godly life. We hope to see you at St. John’s for many many years to 

come. 

God bless you Zoe. 
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THANK YOU to the volunteers pictured below who delivered food and served the homeless 

and anyone in need on March 24th! A special thank you to Lisa and Ken Oliver who            

coordinate the scheduling, delivery and serving. They have done this for a long �me now 

and we are grateful to them.  Not an easy task to be in charge of. 

A THANK YOU also to all who volunteered to make Shepherd’s pie for the serving. It’s a 

wonderful thing to take part in. Helping others is what life is all about, isn’t it?  

Pictured above (L-R): Andrew Oliver, Lisa Oliver, Richard Harper, Nancy Hart, Krystle 

Santaniello, Mary Jane Parker, Stefanie DiMeola, Robert Kirchner and Ken Oliver. 

They served 107 meals!!!! 
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Humble and Kind 

Hold the door, say please, say thank you 

Don't steal, don't cheat, and don't lie 

I know you got mountains to climb 

But always stay humble and kind 

When the dreams that you're dreaming come true 

When the work you put in is realized 

Let yourself feel the pride 

But always stay humble and kind 

 

Don't expect a free ride from no-one 

Don't hold on to a chip, and here's why 

Bitterness keeps you from flying 

Always stay humble and kind 

 

When it's hot eat a rootbeer popsicle 

Shut off the AC and roll the windows down 

And let the summer sun shine 

Always stay humble and kind 

Don't take for granted the love this life gives you 

Whenyou get where you're going turn right back around 

And help the next one in line 

Always stay humble and kind 

Irene and I were watching a news program one day and saw a short feature on song writer 

Lori McKenna.  She wrote the song �tled “Humble and Kind” which was eventually recorded 

by Country singer Tim McGraw.  She said she really wrote the song for her kids as to how to 

lead their lives. She felt they would remember a song more than mere words. Well, we 

thought these are words we can all live by no ma+er what age. This is not the whole song, 

just a por�on, and I am men�oning her name so I think this will be ok to publish in a church 

newsle+er. Listen to the song when you have a chance, it also has a nice melody. 
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Introducing Marybeth Miceli… 

This month I would like to introduce a fascinating member of the North American Branch of BINDT. 

Marybeth Miceli is the rarest of NDT practitioners. She brings an enquiring mind, boundless enthu-

siasm, a willingness to volunteer her services, seemingly endless energy and a high intelligence to all 

of her activities. 

 

Marybeth obtained her MS degree from Virginia Tech and her BS degree from The Johns Hopkins 

University. She recently became a member of BINDT and even more recently a Chartered Engineer (CEng). Marybeth has just 

started her second three-year term on the American Society for Nondestructive Testing (ASNT) Board of Directors. She has al-

ready served a two-year term as the Section Operation Chair and five years as Chair of the Infrastructure Committee on the T&E 

Council. 

 

Marybeth is the recipient of an ASNT Research Fellowship, the Young NDT Professional Award and the Mentoring Award and is 

the 2016 recipient of the Charles N Sherlock Meritorious Service Recognition. She is the youngest member to be named a Fel-

low at ASNT. She also helped create the awards for Advancement of Women in NDT, Advancement of Veterans in NDT and the 

William Via Bridge NDT Lifetime Service Award. 

 

Marybeth is the Director of the Global Business Development and Consulting Division for Metal Fatigue Solutions. She owned 

and operated the consulting firm Miceli Infrastructure Consulting (MIC), Los Angeles, CA, for six years and is also a co-founder 

of the We-NDT Marketing Network (NV). Marybeth has 20 years’ experience in non-destructive evaluation and testing and is a 

materials science engineer with a background in civil infrastructure, technology transfer, failure analysis, quality assurance, ad-

vanced sensors and structural monitoring. 

 

Marybeth works with asset owners to determine which NDT and structural health monitoring (SHM) technologies should be used 

on structures to obtain actionable data. Marybeth’s work has ranged from infrared thermography on fibre-reinforced polymer 

(FRP) bridge decks and acoustic microscopy research to the field testing of assets using UT, ET, MT, PT and VT as well as 

strain gauges and many advanced sensors.  

 

Marybeth has worked on various projects, including the antenna of the Empire State Building and Ground Zero following 9/11, to 

multiple baseball stadiums, military assets and well over 100 bridges. Marybeth is also a consultant for the Department of Home-

land Security on ageing infrastructure and on the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) Long Term Bridge Performance Pro-

gram, (LTBP) Structural Health Monitoring (SHM) and NDT advisory group. 

 

Marybeth is also an invited member of the International Society for Structural Health Monitoring of Intelligent Infrastructure 

(ISHMII) and is currently serving on the ASTM E07.10 committee and the editorial board of the Journal for Civil Engineering. 

 

Marybeth has appeared on Modern Marvels (History Channel), Fox News, Fox’s Morning Show with Mike and Juliet, WNBC, 

ABC.com and CBS-KDKA, as well as in USA Today, CNN Money and The Wall Street Journal, amongst others. Marybeth is a 

social media pioneer in the NDT field and created, produced and launched the social media-based NDT awareness campaign 

#whyiNDT on various platforms, as well as the ‘Flaw Photo Friday’ trend on LinkedIn. 

 

Marybeth is a proud mother to Sammy, aged 7, and Mary Leigh, aged 4, and a loving wife to Damien Newton. She lives in Mar 

Vista, Los Angeles, and enjoys playing tennis, cycling, singing and playing her flute at church and recently earned her red belt in 

taekwondo. She recently completed her two-year term as President of her church council and is active in her community, sup-

porting the disadvantaged and veterans through the American Aerospace Technical Academy (AATA) and running science, 

technology, engineering and maths (STEM) programmes at her children’s school. Marybeth is originally from New Jersey and is 

a huge NY Giants (football) and NY Mets (baseball) fan.  

 

Whew! And in her spare time? 

The other week I sent  out a prayer request  for Marybeth Miceli. Here is an ar�cle that just 

appeared in an engineering publica�on. Those that know her will be interested and if you 

don’t know her, you will be a bit amazed. An amazingly accomplished person who was a 

member her for a few years before reloca�ng. And while she is so accomplished, she is also a 

super nice person, as is her husband Damien. Please read/ 
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John Carl Ylvisaker Obituary 

 

September 11, 1937 – March 9, 2017 

 

John was born September 11, 1937 in Fargo, North Dakota to Carl and 
Marie (Sletvold) Ylvisaker.  He attended elementary school in Moorhead, MN and graduated 
from Oak Grove Lutheran High School in Fargo.  He earned his Bachelor’s degree in music 
and history in 1959 from Concordia College (Moorhead) where his mother was the librarian 
and his father had chaired the Religion Department.   
 

John taught high school music at Morris, MN and Hawley, MN before becoming a Parish As-
sistant at St. Philip’s Lutheran Church in Fridley, MN.  He then pursued a Master’s degree at 
the University of MN.  During the remaining years of the 1960’s, John traveled the country 
extensively as part of the civil rights movement in the United States.  He was heavily influ-
enced by Pete Seeger during those years.  He returned to teaching for 4 years – this time with 
junior high students in Buffalo, MN. 
 

He then spent 15-years working for the American Lutheran Church (ALC) in Minneapolis in 
their Media Services division.  He became the “composer-in-residence” for their projects and 
helped produce the award-winning radio show, SCAN.  He was also the Music Director at 
Reformation Lutheran Church in St. Louis Park, MN during those years.  The merger of the 
ALC with the LCA resulted in the ELCA (Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) and the 
elimination of the Media Services center in the cities.  John then began criss-crossing the 
country to lead music at churches, conferences, retreats, and conventions, including National 
Youth Gatherings for which he wrote the theme songs for four decades. 
 

He was renowned for his paraphrase of biblical text and theological astuteness, as well as his 
ability to recognize readily singable tunes from all around the world. His workshops provided 
a message of encouragement to both clergy and laity that worship music on all but high feast 
days is to be easily sung by those in the pews, making the service participational by all instead 
of a performance by a few. He wrote more than a thousand songs to enhance this effect.  He is 
perhaps best known as the composer of  “I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry.” 

 

#770 in the blue book "With One Voice".  Our grandkids bap�sm song.  

We sing a lot of different hymns as Lutherans.  Most �mes we do 

not  know much about the writer.  One of our favorite hymns, 

which we used for all grandchildren’s Bap�sms is  “I Was There to 

Hear Your  Borning Cry.” The writer passed away this month. He 

was quite a writer and super ac�ve person. We though you would 

like to read a bit about him from his obituary.  
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APRIL BIRTHDAY’S 

2-Foster Miller 

2-Emily Pelser 

4– Stephen A Mastro 

6-Eddie Schaefer 

14-Liz Powers 

15-Mary Ann Mastro 

16-Wayne Herrnkind 

19-Kenneth Kaup 

19-Bonnie Hart 

20-Maria Miceli-Jacobson 

22-Roger Smith 

23-Amy Schmidt 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

5-Carol Eveleens and Dale Vanyo 

22-Bill and Linda Pelser 

26-Steven and Stephanie Balogh 

27-Joan and Gordon Kimball 

28-Marty and Irene Kaup 

29-Mark and Valerie Hutnan 

MAY BIRTHDAY’S 

2-Michael Oliver 

3-Tami Strumolo 

5-Douglas Murray 

10-Nathaniel Mar�n Scioscia 

16-Daniel Prawetz 

17-Charlie Powers Jr 

17-Bill Pelser 

21-James Richard Sha+uck 

23-Irene Kaup 

28-Alice Desmond 

28-Ryan Kirwan 

30-Brianne Kempenski 

30-Donna Lynn Prawetz 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

1- Jamie and Ken Sha+uck 

28-Tom and Donna Prawetz 

29-Peter and Tami Strumolo 
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April Dates Reminder 

 
April 1st— Pain�ng Sanctuary side walls 

April 14th—Good Friday  7:30PM 

April 16th—EASTER Service  10:15AM 

April 5th—Movie Night with Pot Luck dinner—                                       

      Mar�n Luther & Reforma�on   6:30PM 

April 30th—Greysen Cherian Bap�sm 
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       Every day in April—Pray and give thanks. 

April 13th—Maundy Thursday with First Communion 

PS. Don’t forget May 9th!!! 6:30pm—Dinner and Discovery on Heart Health 


