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Dear St. John’s Family, 

 

   The visit from Bishop Bartholomew on Sunday, February 23 was a 

grand success.  She thoroughly enjoyed meeting every one of you and 

took special delight in learning the names of many of our children.  As 

advertised,  Bishop Bartholomew brought to us a kind and loving pres-

ence as she joined us in shining with God.  Thank you to all who made her 

visit so special.  She told me more than once that we have a wonderful 

group of genuinely nice people.  As soon as she saw the cake decorated in 

her honor she took out her smart phone, took a photo and published it on 

facebook.  With 180 congregations in her care, she cannot visit each one 

often, but she promises to come again as soon as her schedule will allow.  

We will eagerly await her return. 

 

    Ash Wednesday arrives on March 5.  Our service of worship at 7:30pm will include holy communion 

and the imposition of ashes.  One of the greatest gifts God provides is the opportunity to turn from our sins 

and turn     toward His loving embrace.  I know you will want to join me in accepting this gift again this 

year. 

 

   March will also bring us another opportunity to be part of one of the most blessed events in the life of any 

church family—infant baptism.  On Sunday, March 16, Lana Belle Lundholm, infant daughter of Paul and  

Amanda Lundholm will be welcomed into our church family through the sacrament of holy baptism. 

 

   We ask that your prayers of comfort continue for Fred Benzing and family.  A memorial service for Jean 

was held on February 1 at St. Johns. 

 

   We also extend prayers and congratulations to Matt and Michelle Malanuk who were united at St. Johns 

in holy matrimony on Feb 14.  It was a beautiful Valentines wedding. 

 

    As I write this, Ken Oliver continues his recuperation from major heart surgery in the ICU at Hacken-

sack   hospital.  As with all those recovering from illness and in need of healing prayer, Ken cherishes your 

love and concern and prayers.  We look forward to seeing him back at church as soon as possible.  Many 

others continue to need your prayers and I thank you for being part of our regular prayer requests sent via 

Email.  If you are not yet included in those Emails, please provide Marty and Irene with your Email ad-

dress. 

 

  Last but not least, we have added another little Lutheran to our flock.  Council member Lori Torsiello 

gave birth to a beautiful baby daughter on Feb 18.  Lori and Ben have named their daughter Ava Rose. 

 

   So abundant blessings continue as we share together the life to which Christ calls us—a life of grace—a 

life of forgiveness received and freely given—a life where hope abounds and love reigns.  See you in 

church! 

Pastor Walters 
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So we begin another year together, and what a year we are in for.  With most of the council re-

turning we had 2 available positions and joining for the first time are Maryann and Aimee. It 

only took one meeting to see that they are full of exciting energy and ideas and will be  tre-

mendous assets to council.  I guess we can say we all have our fill of the Polar Vortex and all 

the wonderful snow that comes with it.  Pete the snow guy (snow contractor) has been here so 

often that we may have to make him an honorary member.  It has been a challenge to keep the 

property clean and safe but so far so good. Our neighbors across the street have leased their 

house for another commercial shoot and for the second time our coffee hour room will be 

used by the staff for meals. Again we are receiving a generous unexpected contribution for the 

use of the room.  And then the visit by Bishop Bartholomew. What a day for St. Johns. I had the 

privilege of greeting the Bishop when she entered our church and gave her a brief tour.  She 

was very excited to visit us and loved the church. Our adult choir was at full strength and sang 

beautifully and the children’s choir showed what they had too. Here it is , almost the end of 

Feb as I write the article and what an eventful 45 days 2014 has brought to us. What do you 

think the of the year holds in store for us? 

 

As we all have experienced, life does throw the unexpected at us. We are great at handling the 

good stuff, …winning the lottery or guessing the closest on the Price is Right's Showcase Show-

down, but not so good at coping with the not so good stuff. Health issues, accidents , or just 

sad news. But we have faith and we have family and we have each other. When it is time, we 

lean and we lean hard on our faith, family and friends.. Sometimes it is really tough to know 

that the outcome will work out for the best as we cannot see into the future. Sometimes a hug 

from close friends is all it takes. We share a lot with each other here at St John’s and sadness 

and pain hurts all of us together. Acknowledging someone’s pain is what we can do for each 

other. It means so much to know somebody really does care and wants to help out. So I am 

asking, if you see someone hurting, please give a hug or a handshake or just a kind word of 

faith. it goes a long way. 

 

See you in church, 

Vince Mottola 

Council President 



Page 3 

 

A big THANK YOU to Bishop Tracie Bartholomew for her visit to St. John’s 

on February 23rd!!! It was a pleasure and an honor to meet you ! It was 

an event we will always treasure and remember. Please come back soon! 
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Unfold the Rosebud 

It is only a tiny rosebud 

A flower of God’s design; 

But I cannot unfold the petals 

With these clumsy hands of mine 

 

The secret of unfolding flowers 

Is not known to such as I. 

God opens this flower so sweetly 

When in my hands they fade and die. 

 

If I cannot unfold a rosebud 

This flower of God’s design, 

Then how can I think I have wisdom 

To unfold this life of mine? 

 

So I’ll trust Him for His leading 

Each moment of each day, 

I will look to Him for guidance 

Each step of the pilgrim way. 

 

The path that lies before me 

Only my Heavenly Father knows, 

I’ll trust Him to unfold the moments 

Just as He unfolds the rose. 

 

          - Author unknown 



Page 6 

 

 

Proud grandparents Joan and 

Gordon brought in pictures of new 

granddaughter Ava Rose Torsiello. 

Born February 18th. She was 6 lbs 

and 11 oz and 19 1/2 inches long. 

We hope to see parents Lori and Ben 

in church soon with Ava Rose. Isn’t 

she a cutie!!!!!! 

Proud Grandmother Lori and 

proud mom Nicole brought Ryan 

Austin Senatore to church for 

first time. Ryan was born Novem-

ber 22nd and he weighted 8 lbs 

and11 0z. He was 20 3/4 inches 

long. Ryan is one handsome boy 

and looks like he is ready to play 

football now!! 

We hope to see him soon again! 
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Thank You Thank you all so much for your contributions to the latest outreach campaign that began in  Sunday School in January. The gently used sheets and blanket  campaign was a great success and we  collected about 20 sets of sheets , a dozen or so  blankets and 3 comforters. You  all have responded so openly.  They were delivered on 2/19/14, the  shelter  was thrilled with  your generosity. So as we are learning each Sunday through worship ~  when extending  a helpful  hand we get to see what  “Shinning with God” is really  all about  ~ ALLELUIA!    Blessings Abound!  

 

Mary Ann MastroMary Ann MastroMary Ann MastroMary Ann Mastro    

Teresa's parents want to gratefully thank their St. Johns   
Family for their many faithful prayers during Helen's recent 
hospitalization for pneumonia during Christmas.  Your heart-
felt prayers were a powerful source of strength, comfort and 
healing for the Helen and for the entire family.  Please accept 
our gratitude for your continued caring and concern.  Helen 
has been released from the rehab facility and has returned 

home. 
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EASTER FLOWERS - ORDER FORM  
 

Celebrate Easter Worship Service in memory or honor of a loved one with  Easter 
Flower plants that enable us to beautify our Altar, Chancel and windows as we 
worship together on Easter Sunday, April 20th. 
 

Deadline for Placing Orders IS MARCH 30th.  Please complete the order form   
below and return with your payment in the Sunday offering collection or mail to 
St. John’s, 145 Mortimer Ave., Rutherford, NJ 07070. 
 
      ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

I wish to order(  )Easter Lily @$10.00 each  ( ) Tulip plant @$4.50 ea. 
( ) Daffodil plant @ $4.50 ea.     
 
 

Given by: ___________________________    Phone #____________________ 
 
 

( ) In memory of _________________________  
( ) In honor _____________________________ 
 

( ) I will pick up plants after Easter Service 
( ) I will leave plants for distribution for a Shut-In  
 

Please enclose payment with order. Checks payable to St. John’s.  
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Don’t let the ice give you the slip 
 

Falls related to snow and ice cause some of the most frequent types of injuries during the winter months. We all know of the dangers that 

ice can present and the following tips may save you from an injury.  I admit I recently fell myself, luckily I was able to laugh about how silly 

I felt falling down in my own driveway hoping none of my neighbors noticed. Here are a few tips to prevent falls in the snow and ice. 

 

1. Keep your hands out of your pockets while walking. You can help to break your fall if you start to slip and you will be able to maintain 

your balance. 

2. Go s-l-o-w-l-y and watch where you are walking. 

3. Use hand rails when walking down steps. 

4. Walk on designated walkways. 

5. Spread you feet out slightly while walking on the snow and ice. This will increase your center of gravity. 

6. Wear shoes or boots that provide traction. 

When entering your home or a public place, wipe your feet to remove as much snow as you can so as to not make a slippery condition. 

 

If you do fall try to relax your muscles. When relaxed, the chance of injury is lessened. 

If you fall backwards try to tuck in your chin to prevent your head from hitting the ground with force. 

 

In the event that you cannot find any rock salt or calcium chloride, try using fragrance free Damp Rid. It contains calcium chloride and 

works well in a pinch. 

 

 

Dear Pastor, Members and Council of St. John’s Lutheran Church,Dear Pastor, Members and Council of St. John’s Lutheran Church,Dear Pastor, Members and Council of St. John’s Lutheran Church,Dear Pastor, Members and Council of St. John’s Lutheran Church,    

 I would like to take a moment to thank you for your confidence in my     I would like to take a moment to thank you for your confidence in my     I would like to take a moment to thank you for your confidence in my     I would like to take a moment to thank you for your confidence in my    

appointment to the Church Council.  I hope to be an asset to the council appointment to the Church Council.  I hope to be an asset to the council appointment to the Church Council.  I hope to be an asset to the council appointment to the Church Council.  I hope to be an asset to the council 

for future decision making and growth here at St John’s.  When I walk for future decision making and growth here at St John’s.  When I walk for future decision making and growth here at St John’s.  When I walk for future decision making and growth here at St John’s.  When I walk 

through those doors each Sunday, I come with an open heart to serve our through those doors each Sunday, I come with an open heart to serve our through those doors each Sunday, I come with an open heart to serve our through those doors each Sunday, I come with an open heart to serve our 

children in Sunday school and our Lord, I will do my very best as a ser-children in Sunday school and our Lord, I will do my very best as a ser-children in Sunday school and our Lord, I will do my very best as a ser-children in Sunday school and our Lord, I will do my very best as a ser-

vant here at St John’s. vant here at St John’s. vant here at St John’s. vant here at St John’s.     

    Mary Ann Mastro    Mary Ann Mastro    Mary Ann Mastro    Mary Ann Mastro    

EmailEmailEmailEmail- pebbles415@verizon.net 

Aimee Sepetjian 
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Daylight Savings begins 2 AM March 9th 

Remember to “spring forward” one hour starting at 2 am 

Set your alarms the night       

before (SATURDAY) —you don’t 

want to be late for church!!!!! 

Forw
ard 1 hour 
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MARCH BIRTHDAY’S 
  

 

2-Donna Powers 

6-Bob Strom 

6-Linda Pelser 

11-Amber Wozniak 

14-Joan Cockcroft 

14-Alexis Holman 

14-Elizabeth Hintzen 

16-Pat Kupillas 

18-Bill Rice 

19-Thomas James (TJ) DiMeola 

24-Dale Vanyo 

29-Marybeth Newton 

30-Alexander James Hart 

31-Luciano Miceli 

 

 

                

ANNIVERSARIES 

    1-John and Janice Miceli 



St. John's Lutheran Church 85th Anniversary Paver Order Form 
 
We are offering this memorable opportunity  once again due to additional requests.  

 

With your donation you can have your own personal message engraved. 

 

EACH 4 x 8 PERSONALIZED PAVER WILL BE $85. ( order as many as you want, at $85 each) 

 

Your donation will also help to offset the cost of construction. 

 

To order your personalized paver, complete the form below & enclose your check payable to: 

St. John's 85th Anniversary and mail to St. John's, 145 Mortimer Ave, Rutherford, NJ 07070. 

Be sure to mark on front of envelope: 85th Anniversary. 

 

Instructions: You will have 3 lines available ----13 characters per line ---- Limit ONE character per square.  

All CAPS will be used. If you want a space, leave a space. If you want a dash or period, that is a square. 

PLEASE WRITE NEAT AND LEDGABLE. If the engraver cannot make it out………….then he will make it up. 

If you want it centered, then center it. Flush left, then enter it like that. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your signature below indicates that you have    
reviewed the text and formatto be inscribed 
on the paving block that you are requesting. 

 

SIGNATURE:______________________________ 

 

  DATE:_______________ 

 

NAME: 

Phone # 

E mail: _ 

 

 

Number of pavers: ________ 

 

Total Enclosed: $ 

                          

                          

                          

Any questions, please speak with Vince Mottola 
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MARCH 2014 VOLUNTEER ASSIGNMENTS 

“Because of Jesus’ life, our lives are made holy. Because of Jesus’ 

death, our deaths are not the end. Because of Jesus’ resurrection, 

we live with hope for the future, knowing it is in God’s own hands. 

And so we have nothing to fear!” 

         Bishop Bartholomew 

Date Lay 

Assistant 

Coffee 

Hour 

Usher Altar 

Guild 

Tally Acolytes  

03/02 Penelope 

Van Osten 

Paula          

Buckingham 

and Marion 

Brinkman 

Marty 

Kaup 

Joe Hohler 

Irene 

Kaup 

Marty & Irene 

Kaup 

TBA 

03/05 

Ash Wed 

TBA No Coffee Hour TBA Lisa 

Oliver 

TBA TBA 

03/09 TBA Collins Family Marty 

Kaup 

Geri  

Basch 

Joe Hohler TBA 

03/16 Marty 

Kaup 

 

Open Lisa Oliver 

+ 

Lisa  

Oliver 

Dottie Frank 

Lorraine Kirwan 

TBA 

03/23 TBA Lorraine K 

Dottie F 

Nancy M 

Joy     

Christians 

Lisa Oliver 

 

Lori 

Senator 

Fran Heim 

Joan Eveleens 

TBA 

03/30 TBA Earl Rahn 

Bill Bartels 

TBA 

 

 

TBA TBA 

 

 

TBA 


