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Dear Family in Christ, 

   Lent, Holy Week and Easter are behind us and there is much to re-

member and much from 2015 to cause us to rejoice.  This was the year 

we were introduced to Teresa’s newly wri1en can�cle—The Way, The 

Truth, The Life.  The message of that can�cle alone is enough to give all 

of us great inspira�on, comfort and direc�on.  Looking back, we were 

again blessed by a wonderful Palm Sunday service, the first communion 

for Nicholas Muller on Maundy Thursday and Good Friday Tenebrae 

with candlelight, hymns and readings in the somber, darkened beauty 

of our church home.  Easter Sunday was a deligh<ul and glorious day as an�cipated. We were 

able to share the Easter shout, to hear our children sing the call to worship and sing our wonder-

ful Easter hymn---“Celebrate SonRise”.   My hear<elt thanks to all who made our worship and our 

�me together such a blessing.  I have to men�on Do@e Frank here, because she once again gave 

countless volunteer hours to prepare not only our Sunday bulle�ns, but all of the special bulle�ns 

for Holy Week and Easter.  Do@e is just one of many among us who give generously of their �me 

in a spirit of humble love and devo�on so that all of us can benefit. 

 

   Since our last Lantern, we were blessed with the Piano Recital fund-raiser presented by our own 

Teresa on Friday, March 21 in loving memory of Ole Svane.  The event was well a1ended and the 

music and keynote comments took us all to a special place of profound reflec�on and elegance.  

Thus far, funds raised at the recital for our furnace conversion total more than $3,600.  My special 

thanks to all who were willing to step forward as patrons, donors and sponsors.  

 

 Since our last Lantern, we also welcomed four new members of the Muller family—Jerry, Nancy, 

Ma1hew and Nicholas.  They are a welcome addi�on to our church family. 

 

   Our lessons for the Sundays aDer Easter are now emphasizing the appearances of Jesus to his 

disciples.  His gree�ng to them is His gree�ng to us—“Peace Be With You.”  The Peace Jesus brings 

to us contains a number of elements—faith, joy, courage, grace, life and salva�on.  Such giDs are 

what enable us to say to others with boldness and convic�on—“Turn from your sins and turn to 

God”.  I no�ced that our ushers counted 101 in a1endance on Easter Sunday 2015.  As we let the 

peace Jesus brings move our hearts as witnesses to the resurrec�on, we should see a great in-

crease in Easter a1endance in 2016. What Jesus said to his first disciples he says to us—“As the 

Father has sent me, so I send you.”  We rejoice not only that we are saved, but that we are sent.  

It is this mission that is the real adventure--that is the real risk-- that is what makes us feel most 

alive in Christ.  We have put away our Lenten Can�cle and have returned to our hymn of praise---

“Alleluia, Shine with God”.  Looking ahead, we need to do just that—Shine with God in every way 

possible.  We are sent to shine.  See you in church!                                   Pastor Walters 
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Council President’s Report 

 

As I begin this ar�cle, we have just journeyed through lent to Palm 

Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and, finally, Easter. Thank 

you to all who donated your flowers to beau�fy our altar so that 

walking in to church on Easter morning was as glorious as it was. 

Thank you, Teresa, for the music of this season, from the can�cle 

to the hymns, from the soloists to the choir, from the tenors to the 

children, your music was inspira�onal. And, of course, Pastor, 

thank you for once again taking us from the darkness of lent to 

the gloriousness of Easter. We are a blessed congrega�on. 

 

The commi1ee I am concentra�ng on this month is our Outreach Commi1ee, chaired by Duncan 

Johnson. He is the one who reaches out to us and connects us to the community. He brings us to 

the Labor Day Street Fair and to the town wide garage sale. He works along with Parish Life and 

Sunday School to coordinate the church picnic. What Duncan usually needs from us is �me. A   

couple of hours here and a couple of hours  there. Usually his ac�vi�es take place on beau�ful 

days, so if you have a couple of hours to spare, please let him know. It is so much easier if we all 

give a li1le.  

 

I men�oned the picnic. It is usually held in June, but this year we are going to be celebra�ng a spe-

cial occasion so our picnic will be held on September 13th. This September marks  Pastor Walters' 

30th year as our pastor. Yes, that is correct. In September it will be 30 years that Pastor and Teresa 

came to us. We need to celebrate this in a way that everyone, young and old, can be a part of this 

day. So an Anniversary Picnic seems to be the way to go. We are going to make it a li1le different, 

though.  Since it is a special occasion, we came up with a specific menu. In other words, not "pot 

luck". Our menu, at this �me, is, of course burgers and dogs, but also chicken and steak. We would 

like to have a garden salad, pasta salads, and crea�ve salads. We would like to have potato salad 

and cole slaw. And, for a special occasion like this, a cake. So it is s�ll a picnic, but just a li1le differ-

ent. You will see sign-up sheets for these items and also a cash dona�on sheet so we can purchase 

any necessi�es. We are, as usual, open to any ideas you may have, so please talk to us. We are   

always ready to listen. 

 

Once again I will state that you have elected a dynamic council. It is such a pleasure serving. Thank 

you, Lisa 
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A CALL TO LIVE WELL! 

 

We all have demanding schedules, complicated social situa�ons, financial constraints. All of this 

leads us to poor ea�ng habits, infrequent exercising, sleepless nights, and ina1en�on to our-

selves and our families, and, to that killer, STRESS.  

 

Your council is invi�ng you to join us on a Wellness Journey. It won't take any planning on your 

part. We will plan, announce, and bring this journey to you. All you have to do is come to coffee 

hour. See, the stress level has dropped already, hasn't it? 

 

 Periodically, throughout the next year, at our coffee hours, your council members and others, are 

going to present to you one aspect of living well. The areas we are planning  to cover are: spiritu-

al well living, social-interpersonal well living, emo�onal well living, physical well living, financial 

well living, voca�onal well living, and intellectual well living. Sounds interes�ng, doesn't it? We 

are each taking an area to concentrate on. We may need help, though. If there are areas  you 

have exper�se in, let Pastor or me know and we will direct you to the council member in charge 

of that area.  

 

 Watch for announcements and plan to join us as we travel on our journey to living well. 

Aimee Sepetjian 
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St John’s 2
nd

 “Welcome to Our Neighborhood” 

 Open house & Flea Market 

We’re keeping  St. John’s on the map this Fall, on  Saturday 9/26/15 filled with SHOPPING, 

SNACKS, FUN, SHARING and FELLOWSHIP!!!! 

**St. John’s Flea Market**   September 26
th

  2015 

Date pending approval  through the town for LARFD- Rutherford Town wide Rummage Sale   

 Sale begins at 9:00 am, ends at 3:00pm 

Set up for event will be between 7:30-8:00 am 

145 Mortimer Avenue, Rutherford 07070  

***Come for the sales, and stay for the 

*Open-House Church Tour*   
INVITE A FRIEND ; Tour the sanctuary, meet and greet our congregation, and  

learn about a very special House of Worship! 

 St. John’s we need VOLUNTEERS please come and join us, even if it is an hour or so! 
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I hope your  gathering , sor�ng,  dus�ng off,  folding, marking, box-

ing up  all the goodies to  bring to the  St. John’s September 26
th

 2015 

Rummage  Sale.    Please reserve your space as soon as possible by con-

tac�ng;    

 Council Member; Mary Ann Mastro   or Council VP; Duncan Johnson 

Feel the excitement!  We are hoping for an excellent turn out   for this combina-

�on event with the town wide sale. We will be selling our treasures, serving, most 

important of all; sharing our St. John’s with visitors, as well as some good old fel-

lowship for good measure! 

****SEPTEMBER 26
TH

,2015**** 

 St John’s is a neighborhood treasure to be shared with others!  

 

 

 

Return Slip to St John’s; 

I am interested in ren�ng Space -Price $20.00  * Table - $5.00 for the  Yard Sale; 

Name;_______________________________________________________ 

 Phone  number;_______________________________________________ 

Paid ;  _____________Date; _____________________________________ 

ST. JOHN'S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

145 MORTIMER AVENUE 

RUTHERFORD, NJ 07070            Church office: 201-438-0840 
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Total Family Sunday School 2014-1015 year comes to an end on June 14th.  Clas-

ses have been full of lessons, laughs, cra<s and lots of learning from both the 

children and the staff.  As well as lots of wonderful praise with songs from Dr. T  

…  We thank her, so very much for her Ame with us! 

                   Miss Lorraine;  Miss Mary Ann;  Miss Judy.  

 

We end each class in prayer with these words of encouragement; 

“Lord, show me how” 

If I can do some good today, 

If I can serve along life’s way, 

If I can something helpful say, 

Lord, show me how. 

If I can right a human wrong, 
If I can help to make one strong, 
If I can cheer with smile or song, 

Lord, show me how. 

If I can aid one in distress, 
If I can make a burden less, 

If I can spread more happiness, 
Lord, show me how. 
- Grenville Kleiser – 



We had a busy year and the children are really ‘stepping up to the plate’ When it comes to serving and reaching 

out to others. 

 Sept.-Oct-Nov. ; OperaAon Christmas child success with  33 boxes and  postage     

 October 26
th

 2014 ConfirmaAon Sunday ~ Meghan Kirwan, ChrisAne Raffanello, MaJhew Birchby, Emily Rog-

ers, Will Shaefer 

Dec. ; Our  wonderful Christmas Program 

 

Jan. ; Emergency Blanket drive  collecAng over 30 blankets for the PERC  homeless shelter 

 

 

Feb-Apr;  Our Lenten Alms  _ the children collected change during the 40 days of lent and  we had  over $50.00  

that was donated to the mission here at St. John’s to assist with  feeding our local homeless. The monies 

will be handed over to Joy ChrisAans and Lisa Oliver on May 10
th

 during service. 

 

April 18
th

 – Family Fun Day- lunch- movie -family and friends 

 

 

June;  classes end  for summer  on June 14  

 

June 21
st

 ConfirmaAon Sunday    for Michael Mastro 

 

 

AnAcipaAon for a September CelebraAon Picnic honoring Pastor Walters 30 years here at St. John’s.    Stay 

tuned ……  DETAILS TO FOLLOW! 

 

Church Summer Hours are 9:30 am …Hope to see you all there. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 7 

Miss Lorraine  Miss Mary Ann  &  Miss Judy  



Dear Pastor Walters and All of St. John’s family, 

     We had our granddaughter, Olive Mae Holland Mastro’s christening on April 26th, 2015 

here in St John’s, many friends and family members attend Service.  The hospitality 

shown and the kindness was as if we were in your homes. We received so many lovely 

kind words from our visitors; 

 “What a beautiful church”                  “The Pastor is wonderful”  

 “The service was lovely”                      “Everyone is just so nice here!”  

“That Alleluia song   was so easy to sing I felt like I already knew the words”  

Talk about Shining with God!  So many wonderful praises about our family here in St. 

John’s that day, I needed to reach out to you all and personally thank you.  For Steve 

and I, it proved that you are the Jewel in this neighborhood and in our lives.  Steve and I 

are so honored to be a part of such a loving, giving, caring congregation.  

God Blessings to you all. 

 Mary Ann and Steve Mastro 
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Let’s join together to learn about the increased risk of a stroke and ways in which to 

reduce it. 

Sunday May 17, 2015 during coffee hour 

 

Take My Life Check and Personal Risk Assessment located under the tools tab at 

powertoendstroke.org  

 

 

 

To learn more about 
Power To End Stroke, call 

1-888-4-STROKE 

or visit 
powertoendstroke.org 

Page 9 



 

A BIG thank you to Teresa, our Dr. T.  Teresa held a concert at St. John’s for the benefit of our 

Furnace Fund on March 21st. It was truly a magical evening as Teresa played selections by Beethoven, 
Chopin, Schumann, Liszt and an ‘American Kaleidoscope’ of three American composers. In addition to 
spectacular music, the concert collected $3630 towards our Furnace Fund!!!!! The concert was held in 
loving memory of Ole Svane. A truly memorable evening! 

Thank you again Teresa! 
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CongratulaAons to Nicholas on his communion. May you 

lead a happy and blessed life and we hope to see you in 

church for many years to come! God bless you and your 

family. 
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Hi All, 

 

I have been involved with property for some 8-9 years here at St Johns.  Pre1y much the same 

thing from season to season….. flowers, grass, leaves and snow. But this year we have decided to 

undertake a few projects that inadvertently, will take us back to our beginnings. As you are all 

aware by now, the library and the choir room are in the midst of long needed make overs. Refin-

ishing the floors is now the last remaining item for each room. Everything looks great. 

 

As a result of having to move lots of furniture around and clean out some cabinets I have come 

across 88 years of our history. It is truly amazing and pre1y cool.  Ledgers from the 30’s, minutes 

from council mee�ngs from decades ago, photos from our first days and the building of the 

church and annex.  Stuff that does not deserve to be locked up in a closet any longer.   

 

There will be an effort to sort through the boxes of this historic material and make some sense of 

it all. Separate and pull out the best of it all. Lucky for us, some of our predecessors had the 

where with all to label a lot of what we have.  Some of our longer members will undoubtedly re-

member some of these events and in fact are present in a lot of those photos. As we grow  with 

new members, they deserve to know and understand the history of St Johns.  

 

The next part of this project will be to clean out the library shelves, frame some of the pictures, 

create old fashioned photo albums and laying out some of the documents for access to all. The 

pictures will be hung in the usher room, the coffee hour room and the library. 

 

History is important for everyone and needs to be shared. We are looking forward to providing 

this for all of you and hope you have fun with it and its many memories the will have.  

 

See you in Church, 

Vince Mo1ola 

Property Chairman 
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No previous experience necessary. Looking for able bodied 
persons to help cut the grass. If you have 1 1/2 hours to 
spare on any Saturday and you like riding a tractor and the 
outdoors, please raise your hand.  Not necessarily looking 
for a summer long commitment (unless you want to) but if 
you can afford to come over a couple of times during the 
year, let me know and I will get you in the schedule.  Great 
benefits……you get to cut God’s grass!!!!! and you will get 
your own key to the back shed.  See Property Manager for 
more. 
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Got Junk?????? 

 

 

 

 

……..we sure did!  Saturday , April 25 was a huge clean out day for us. It has been in the 

works for a long Ame.  We hired 1-800-Got Junk? to come over and take it all away. The  

carpet, old garbage cans, old papers,  lesson books that were faded and ruined by Ame,  

broken chairs, 5 old nonworking printers, old nasty stuff from the boiler room, the TV and 

VHS player (ha ha), cabinets, cabinets and cabinets, broken tables and whatever else had 

dust on it. All in all we got rid of a dump truck full of junk. It has been a long Ame in coming 

and the place is looking great. We can now put  away what we need to, in the new found 

open spaces. There is certainly more to review and go through but for now we are happy to 

bid farewell to that junk.  I realized a<er they le< with the truck that God created the world 

in 6 days, on the 7th day He took a rest….some might say on the 8th day he created the  

Yankees (not me that for sure) but on the 9th day he created 1-800-Got Junk? as they were 

a truly a heavenly find for us.  Thanks to 

Lisa, Ken, Maryann, Joy, Tom, Pastor and 

Teresa for all their efforts. 

 

See You in Church, 

Vince MoJola 

Property Chairman 
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Please read the leJer we received from Stella. Do you feel the same way about wriAng and receiving 

leJers? Do you miss that? Do you feel emails lack the warmth of a leJer. We feel she has a point. 

This is posted with permission from Stella. Feel free to write her. Send her a leJer, note or card. She 

would be very pleased. I am posAng Stella’s address below.  

Mrs. Stella Svane 

204 Donaldson Avenue 

Rutherford, NJ 07070 



Family Day was not well aJended but Nate and Benjamin had a good day and enjoyed themselves. Here are two 

cute pictures from their day. Next year we are hoping it will be beJer aJended.  

The ball 

When my daughter, Candice, was going to be the lay reader on a Sunday she told my grandson Nate that 

she could not sit with him in church. She told him that he would be si@ng with Pop-pop and that she would 

be up on the altar. He said, “But, Mom, I'll miss you.” My daughter reminded him that he could see her 

from his seat and during the service when people get up to pass the peace and shake hands. ADer some 

thought Nate said, “And I'll get to see you when we go up to the bar where they serve drinks!” From the 

mouths of babes!! My daughter is s�ll laughing, as we all are. Let’s hope this remains the ‘church bar’ for 

communion and not a frequent weekday statement in college re other bars!! 

Kids say the funniest things…………... 
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I happen to come upon a 1965 Photo Directory in the office files. 

There are members there who are sAll members at St. John’s. 

These members are recognizable to new members as well. So I 

thought it would be fun to see how many you can recognize. 

Not too tough really. It was not easy to copy since at that Ame 

the prinAng was not so good but I believe good enough for this. 

I have the answers below upside down. Let us know how many 

you guess correctly.  

      Marty 

A 

B C D 

E F G 

(A) Fran Heim    (B) Eveleens family with –Joan and Carol    (C)Heusmann Family-Edna    (D) Frank family –

Do@e   (E) Paula Buckingham  and sister Karen   (F) Svane and Oliver Family-Ole and Stella, Ken and Lisa    (G) 

Sifford family with Ruth-now Ruth Rice 



 

Summer hours start June 14th 

Service starts at 9:30 am 

June 14th will also be the last regular coffee hour unAl the fall season begins. 

 

 

 

 

But there will be cake served on June 21, in honor of confirmaAon for 

Michael Mastro, hosted by Steve and Mary Ann. 
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MAY 

BIRTHDAYS 

2-Michael Oliver 

3-Tami Strumolo 

5-Douglas Murray 

10-Nathaniel MarAn 

Scioscia 

16-Daniel Prawetz 

17-Charlie Powers Jr 

17-Bill Pelser 

21-James Richard 

ShaJuck 

23-Irene Kaup 

26-Ole Svane 

28-Alice Desmond 

28-Ryan Kirwan 

30-Brianne Kempenski 

30-Donna Lynn 

Prawetz 

30-C.J. Anderson 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

1- Jamie and Ken 

ShaJuck 

3-John and Patricia 

Kupillas 

5-Andrew and Anna 

Lange 

28-Tom and Donna 

Prawetz 

JUNE 

BIRTHDAYS 

3-Michael Oliver 

4-Andrew Oliver 

4-Brian Miceli 

6-Edna Huesmann 

6-Carol Strom 

7-KaAe Hutnan 

8-Andrew Lange 

8-Paul Schaefer 

10-Ken ShaJuck 

13-John Kupillas 

14-Ted Ollwerther 

15-Marty Kaup 

15-Diane Oliver 

16-Nancy Hart 

18-Gordon Kimball 

22-CurAs Moore 

30-Mickey Magee 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

1-Robert and Edythe 

Strom 

JULY 

BIRTHDAYS 

11-RJ Cusick 

24-Paula Buckingham 

26-Meghan Jamie Kirwan 

28-Jonathan ScoJ Hart 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

 

3-Ken and Lisa Oliver 

26-ScoJ and Elizabeth Hintzen 

AUGUST 

BIRTHDAYS 

2-Bill Bartels 

3-Rebekah Cusick 

10-Ruth Ann Rice 

11-Nancy Murray 

13-Aidan Kempenski 

13-Julianne Pelser 

13-James Michael Jacobson 

15-Joan Eveleens 

17-Jake Daniel Hart 

17-Candice Kaup-Scioscia 

18-Andrea Oliver 

23-Joyce Lescinsky 

23-Ryan Balogh 

23-Sydney Strumolo 

25-Nicole Miceli 

26-George Frole 

27-Barbara Frole 

29-Georgian Ollwerther 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

2-Bill and Ruth Ann Rice 

2-Pastor and Teresa Walters 

17-Donna & Charlie Powers 

Happy Birthday and Happy Anniversary to all above. 

May your special days truly be blessed and special!!!! 

 

Don’t forget June 10th is 
Mother’s Day and June 
21st is Father’s day! 

Let ‘love’ be the guiding word for 
these days. And at St. John’s we 
usually have some special music. So 
please be there and celebrate your 
parents, and if you are a parent, 

be in church to thank God that you have been blessed with children, the ultimate blessing in 
this world. 



Have a healthy, happy  and blessed summer!Have a healthy, happy  and blessed summer!Have a healthy, happy  and blessed summer!Have a healthy, happy  and blessed summer!    

And no matter what, rememberAnd no matter what, rememberAnd no matter what, rememberAnd no matter what, remember………………...………………...………………...………………...    
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