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Dear Family in Christ,   Among the many  
blessings of our summer worship have been 
wonderful, encouraging lessons.  At Marty's 
request, I am including the sermon from     
Sunday, August 10.  It is based on the Gospel 
lesson taken from Matthew 14:22-33.   

 

August 10, 2014 
 

   The way we live our daily lives seems to have absolutely no connection to what we have just 

read in our Gospel lesson.  Peter steps out of a boat and begins walking on the water toward 

Jesus.  We have nice river on the edge of town.  Who wants to join me after church and walk 

across the Passaic?  Our lesson tells us that Peter’s faith is holding up against reason and all his 

personal experience that tells him there is no way he can step out of a boat and walk on the 

water of a deep fishing lake—until a strong wind arrives.  What happens then?   Our lesson tell 

us—Peter became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me.” Now if we 

stop the film right there, we can supply lots of endings.  If we did not have the witness of scrip-

ture telling us what happens next, we might conclude that Jesus shouted—“Have faith, but ter-

ror overwhelmed Peter and he disappeared below the waves and drowned.”  Another ending 

we might invent would have Peter taking a deep breath, regaining his faith and his courage and 

walking right through the storm without a care in the world.  What did happen to Peter?  What 

do we read in verse 31 of the 14
th

 chapter of Matthew? 

 

“JESUS IMMEDIATELY REACHED OUT HIS HAND AND CAUGHT HIM……” 

 

       Now though none of us literally empowered to walk on water today, we are given the kind 

of faith that should allow us to walk through life with a great deal of trust in the goodness, 

power and care of God.   We are given the ability to say and believe—“In Thee I Trust”.   As 

each storm in life approaches, as the strong winds of adversity begin to blow about us, we con-

tinue to have a choice—we can be afraid, we can lose our faith, we can worry and lose sleep 

and fall apart, or our faith can grow stronger—it can be distilled into what motivated a song 

writer to say—“put your hand in the had of the man who stilled the waters, put your hand in 

the hand of the man who calmed the sea.” 

 

    Is it possible to let our trust in God provide calm amidst the storms of life?  You tell me.  Has 

it ever happened to you?     

Page 1 



 

 I think most of us go through cycles in life, where we keep fooling ourselves into thinking we 

are in control and we keep struggling to secure our future and then something happens to re-

mind us that our hope has to rest in a higher place, a greater power, a love that will not let us 

go.   

 

    When he stepped out of that boat and began to walk toward Jesus on the water, Peter 

manufactured more faith than most of us could summon, but it was not enough to keep him 

from being terrified and losing his trust when he needed that trust the most.  God knows our 

limits and our weaknesses.  The good news is that we do not have to manufacture the kind of 

faith we need to have when the strong winds begin to blow—we are gifted with that faith 

throughout our lives as we put our hand in the hand of the one who calmed the sea.  He is 

the one who lifts us up.  He is the one who steadies us.  He is the one who calms our fears.  

He is the one who promises peace in the midst of the best of times and the worst.   

 

  So maybe those winds are blowing in your life right now.  Maybe you think it is all up to you 

and all about you----  Maybe you have let your trust in God slip a bit.  Maybe you let yourself 

forget that the last time you needed Jesus to reach out his hand and catch you He did then 

and He will again—always, immediately, without fail.   

 

   We tend to think that the greatest lessons in life need to be learned just once—and the 

sooner the better.  The reality is that the lessons of faith need to be continually reaffirmed on 

days like today—because in this life, the storms keep coming, the winds will blow again.  We 

need to know that there is always a place for us in the boat and there will always be the same 

strong hand reaching out to save us—yesterday, today, forever.  

 

   The day is also coming when the winds will cease forever.  The storms will be stilled and 

never threaten us again.  That is why we are told in our lesson from Matthew that after Peter 

and Jesus rejoined them in the boat the disciples said to Jesus “Truly you are the Son of God.” 

And they worshipped him.  It is here in worship that we can put aside our own fears, turn eve-

rything over to God, and rediscover what faith can do.    AMEN 
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Welcome Back Everyone. 
 
Another summer has come and gone. This one was not too hot, not too cool, nor 
rainy or dry. It was just right. We headed off to summer with our tremendously 
successful church picnic back in June and thanks to Maryanne, a group photo of 
the kids was published in the Bergenite.  Duncan saw to it that we had a presence 
in all the town street fairs showing off our new custom designed table skirt and at-

tracting potential church members.                               

And it was relatively quiet inside church as we celebrated with more laid back ser-
vices as the church was kept nice and comfortable. So what did we do for the 
summer to make it special? Well on July 31, we were officially hooked up  by 
PSE&G to have our energy needs provided by natural gas.  New conversion 
equipment was retro fitted to our furnace, trenches were dug, lines laid in place 
and we are now greener,  much more energy efficient and have decreased our en-
vironmental foot print. This has been a long time coming.  Along with Dale, Ken, 
Marty,  Karen and myself, we have had months of calculating, estimating, inter-
viewing,     presenting and have finally completed this project. According to 
Dale’s findings, we plan to reduce our energy cost by 40- 50% a year. This is a 
huge boost to us, as energy is a giant chunk of the budget which could not really 
be accurately predicted. And better yet, no more 40 degree Sunday services. We 

are self sufficient..  This will serve us well for a long long long time.   

So has it been a quiet summer?,…...not really.  
 
Hope to see you in church, 
Vince Mottola 

Council President. 

Page 3 



From Your Property Chairman, 

 

From the opening article you already know that we are extremely excited about our conversion over to natu-

ral gas for our energy needs. For those of us who were called upon every time the oil tank ran dry and for 

our Treasurer, this is a dream . We have also disconnected the oil tank and have had it filled. What else is 

happening around the grounds and inside? Well, the lawn, bushes and flowers are as green and bright as 

ever, the garden on the south side has been totally cleaned out and cut back, the back was also cleaned, our 

roof has been repaired, and of course the sprinkler lines patched and replaced from the PSE&G dig. 

 

I am also happy to announce the installation of a new sprinkler system clock. The new system has a weather 

gauge which reads the temp, humidity, dryness and general conditions outside. It will water the lawn when 

the weather tells it too, not when the clock says. Set to water at 2 am, the new system knows when to water 

and how much. It brings us up to the minute with the latest technology of its kind. Totally maintenance free 

and water conservative. This new system comes to us as a member donation. 

 

But we are not done yet,…as we all know , our a/c system is not adequate in keeping our building cool. It is 

noisy,  high maintenance, old and not efficient at all. We are in the process of looking for alternative solu-

tions to keeping us  comfortable on those uncomfortable days. We have had a few events this summer 

where the system performed way below expectations and it was not a welcoming environment for our 

guests.  This will take time and and of course be a council decision. It is not replacement but rather adding to 

the current unit. This is only exploratory at this stage. 

 

Our front door locks are another item on the agenda.  As mentioned previously, we have had several events 

this summer.   Guests were locked out and could not enter because of the system presently in use. It has 

seen better days. Various options are again being sought as a replacement. Not the doors but just the locks 

and ties, the metal hooks and bungy cords. It is time we update before the doors just get ruined.  

 

Pavers. Last call was August 3.  We have handed over the requests to the engraver and have closed out this 

offer. Tommy DiMeola will be installing, treating and sealing these once and for all. We are planning to dedi-

cate these new pavers in November on All Saints Day. Thank you to everyone who purchased one.  Tommy 

will also be removing from the kitchen window, the big fan duct that we no longer need and restoring the 

look of the church back to its original appearance. 

 

It sounds like a lot and it is, very much so. It has been a very hectic summer. But as we all get older, our lives 

get busier and our free time seems to lessen. These updates will give us the opportunity to be “hands off” 

the building. No more early morning oil calls, or locked out guests or hot summer uncomfortable services or 

over watered lawn. For those who are on call for these, it will truly come as a blessing. They are not meant 

to be done all at once but should be considered carefully. I hope you support these ideas. 

 

Property Chairman, 

Vince Mottola 
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MINISTRY OF MUSIC 

St. Johns Lutheran Church 

 

St. Johns Lutheran Church is blessed with an outstanding and energetic music program. The primary goal of our 

Music Ministry is to glorify God and to enhance our weekly worship and special services. We offer opportunities 

for intergenerational participation.   Our choirs are open to anyone who desires to “make a joyful noise” unto 

the Lord.  ☺ 

 

Chancel Choir: 

The Chancel Choir sings for weekly worship and presents a wide variety of repertoire including traditional an-

thems as well as gospel music, contemporary Christian music and classical anthems.  Rehearsals are held on 

Sunday mornings at 9 AM in the upper level Choir Room.  Our choir members (age 19-90) include high school 

and College students as well as singers from every decade of life. 

 

Men’s Chorus & Women’s Choir: 

Our popular Men’s Chorus presents special music for appropriate services during the church year, including Fa-

ther’s Day. Our Women’s Choir is featured for services such as Mother’s Day and sings in two and three part 

harmony. 

 

Children’s Choir: 

Our Children’s Choir is part of our excellent TFSS (Total Family Sunday School) program.  The children practice 

weekly and sing for worship monthly. They also present an annual Christmas Pageant. 

 

Handbell Choir: 

Our Handbell Choir participates in worship weekly leading the congregation in our Hymn of Praise.  We also fea-

ture handbells at special services throughout the church year. 

 

 

Musical Instruments of St. Johns Church: 

St. Johns Lutheran Church is blessed with excellent musical instruments including our 1996 Schantz Memorial 

Pipe Organ.  Our pipe organ features several specialty stops such as harp, zimbelstern and chimes.  Our Stein-

way B semi-concert grand piano accompanies the choirs weekly and is utilized regularly for special concerts. We 

also feature Celeste Recitals for special occasions such as Christmas Eve. 

 

 

Pastoral and Music Ministry Staff: 

Our Pastor, Rev. Jeffrey Walters is a trained baritone who leads our musical liturgy weekly.  Our Music Director, 

Dr. T is a classically trained pianist, organist and composer.  In recent years, our congregation has presented the 

world premieres of three hymns:  Celebrate Son-Rise, How Blessed the Man, & Hallelujah, Shine With God.  
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This flyer will be handed out during open house on September 20th. 



 

 

 

Dear Choir Members: 

  

The summer was great, but it's almost gone, 

And it will be time to sing before long.   

  

Great music is planned (some old and some new). 

It all will be there just waiting for you. 

  

New bell gloves are here, so please have no fear of germs 
that may linger inside every finger. 

  

The 9 AM hour is Choir Hour of Power! 

Please be there on time (or there might be a fine). 

  

They can't always be with us, but we'll make quite a crew 

When Ruth and Bill join us - Sam & Vicki might too. 

  

We'll all sing together like peas in a pod. 

See you in September!  We'll all Shine With God!  

This is the poem that was sent out by Dr. T to her choir members. We asked for permission 

to use this in the Lantern as we are always looking to add some culture to the publication!!  
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God’s blessings to Audrey Shattuck, Ava Rose Torsiello and Skylar Marie Wozniak, baptized 

this summer. May your lives be filled with happiness and good health and lead faithfull lives. 

Ryan Senator’s pictures were not ready for this issue but will be in the next Lantern.  
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St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
145 Mortimer Ave          Rutherford, NJ 07070 

(201)438-0840 

 

TOTAL FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL 
AGES 3 THRU 14 

September - June 

Starts 9:00 am September 7th 
 

        We share a light breakfast together followed by fun stories/crafts/

other activities, praising, learning & loving our God & then joining Dr. 

T, the organist, for student choir time.  
  

Juniors:   All students are welcome 3yrs old & up  (Parents if your child doesn't 

feel comfortable being without you please feel free to join us.) 

 First Communion:  Students that are currently in the 5th grade will receive their 

first Communion in the spring, after received instruction.  Parents please make 

sure you see the teacher; your child will be enrolled in this class so it is important 

to receive information regarding lessons / requirements. 

 Confirmation Class:  All students that have received their First Communion & 

are in 6th grade or above may enroll to receive their confirmation through in-

struction. Parents please make sure you see the teacher in what is expected / re-

quirements from the students, etc.    

 Hope to see you all on Sunday morning!!!! 

              Blessings from the teachers here at St. John’s 

Miss Lorraine,  Miss Mary Ann , Miss Judy 

       We would love you to come and visit on a Sunday Morning! 
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This is the form to fill out for your child  attending Sunday School 

 

 

 

St. John’s Total family Sunday School 

Child’s Information Page 

Name (s);_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

St. John’s Total family Sunday School 

Child’s Information Page 

Name (s);_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Address;________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Emails;______________________________________________________________________ 

Phone number;___________________________cell;_________________________________ 

Allergy’s______________________________________________________________________ 

Birthday______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address;________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Emails;______________________________________________________________________ 

Phone number;___________________________cell;_________________________________ 

Allergy’s______________________________________________________________________ 

Birthday______________________________________________________________________ 
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Total Family Sunday School will be supporting   A Samaritans Purse  this year with         

     Operation Christmas Child   
 

~~~~~   Deadline for donations and packing up is;  Nov. 2nd, 2014  ~~~~~ 
 

Since Operation Christmas Child began at Samaritan’s Purse in 1993, countless individuals have shared 

their passion for the project and inspired families, groups, and churches to pack shoebox gifts. Your group 

can pack shoeboxes and touch the lives of children and families around the world, bringing hope through 

the Good News of Jesus Christ in the form of a simple gift. 

National Collection week is Nov.17th-24th, 2014 

TOYS: Include items that children will immediately embrace such as dolls, toy cars, stuffed animals, ka-

zoos, harmonicas, yo-yos, jump ropes, balls, toys that light up and make noise (with extra batteries), etc. 

SCHOOL SUPPLIES: pens, pencils and sharpeners, crayons, markers, notebooks, paper, solar calcula-

tors, coloring and picture books, etc. 

NON-LIQUID HYGIENE ITEMS: toothbrushes, bar soap, combs, washcloths, etc. 

ACCESSORIES: t-shirts, socks, hats, sunglasses, hair clips, jewelry, watches, flashlights (with extra bat-

teries), etc. 

A PERSONAL NOTE: You may enclose a note to the child and a photo of yourself or your family. If 

you include your name and address, the child may be able to write back. 

DO NOT INCLUDE: Used or damaged items; war-related items such as toy guns, knives or military fig-

ures; chocolate or food; out-of-date candy; liquids or lotions; medications or vitamins; breakable items 

such as snow globes or glass containers; aerosol cans. 

Gift Suggestions 
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How to Pack a Shoebox    

Shoebox Use an empty cardboard or plastic shoebox (average size). You can wrap 

the box, lid separately, but wrapping is not required. 

Boy or Girl Decide whether your gift will be for a boy or a girl, and the age cate-
gory: 2-4, 5-9, or 10-14. Download and print the appropriate boy/girl label. Mark the 
correct age category and tape the label to the top of your box. 
Fill With Gifts Fill the box with a variety of gifts that will bring delight to a child 

Include $7 Donation Per Box Help cover shipping and other costs related to deliv-
ering your shoeboxes to children overseas by donating $7 for each gift you prepare. 
 
 Consider what options work for you and your family; 

 Fill a shoe box, supply a shoebox, supply items, and help fill shoeboxes, or donate the delivery 

costs for shipping.  

Please speak with Lorraine Kirwan, Mary Ann Mastro and Judy Healy 

All your donations a greatly appreciated * We may need assistance with the drop off delivery, so if 

available please come forward.         

Thanks in advance!        
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St John’s “Welcome to Our Neighborhood” Open house 

& Flea Market 

We’re putting St. John’s on the map this Fall, on  Saturday 9/20/14 filled with SHOPPING, 

SNACKS, FUN, SHARING and FELLOWSHIP!!!! 

**St. John’s Flea Market**   September 20th  2014  

Sale begins at 9:00 am, ends at 3:00pm 

Set up for event will be between 7:30-8:00 am 

 During the Rutherford Town wide Rummage Sale   

145 Mortimer Avenue, Rutherford 07070  

***Come for the sales, and stay for the 

*Open-House Church Tour*   
INVITE A FRIEND ; Tour the sanctuary, meet and greet our congregation, and  

learn about a very special House of Worship! 

++++++++++++++++ 

 St. John’s we need VOLUNTEERS please come and join us, even if it is an hour or so! 

 Please Support this wonderful event & let the light of the people of St. John’s Shine into 

our neighborhood! 

—Rent or operate a rummage sale table     —Shop, shop and shop! 

—Help out with the Hot-Dog stand     —Meet / greet new members 

—Lead sanctuary tours / Distribute flyers   —Show a Happy Face for the St. John’s family! 
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Samantha Mottola visited the Rice’s in North Carolina (and probably broke the record for Brownie con-

sumption) and Rutherford was visited by the Newtons from California! It was good to see Marybeth and 

Damian and also Sammy and Mary Leigh!!! Thank you for the invite to hang out. Also good to see Ruth and 

Bill enjoying their retirement. Evidently Ruth is less retired as she still has to feed Bill!!! 
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St. John’s has now converted from oil to gas heat. This will save us considerable amount of money in 

the years going forward. It was quite an operation to have it installed, a lot of work. Please see the 

next two pages. Also, they three guys pictured    below had nothing to do with the work. They just 

wanted to be in the picture to make it seem they were important. Well, they did cheer the workers 

on!!! 
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Thank you PSE&G with John Puso as Supervisor, 

John Reid Plumbing and our own Tommy DiMeola 

for doing such a GREAT job. (They are pictured  

below)I am glad I only had to take pictures, that 

was some hard work!!! 

Page 15 



 Something to laugh about and something to ponder upon Something to laugh about and something to ponder upon Something to laugh about and something to ponder upon Something to laugh about and something to ponder upon    
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We are still working on our new current directory. Many have not provided information. 

Please PRINT your information and return this form no later than ….very soon!!! If we don’t 

receive your information, the first directory will not have your name in it!! 

 

 Lori Torsiello     OR   Joan & Gordon Kimball 

 23 Patriots Trail       51 Allan Drive 

 Totowa, NJ 07512      North Arlington, NJ 07031 

 lkimball12000@yahoo.com     jandgkimball@yahoo.com 

 

This roster will be ready for everyone this fall. Thank you. 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Children’s Names: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

City, State & Zip Code: __________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone Number: __________________________ Cell Phone:_______________________________ 

Email Address: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Please provide Birthday dates for each person (month and day only). DO NOT include adult children as they will have their 

own name and address line. Only minor children living with you….tax deductions as IRS calls them. 

Hits from the Past 

From June 2006 

Lantern…... 
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SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAY’S 
 

3-Jill Christians 

5-Katherine Kempenski 

9-Joy Christians 

11-Shawn Christians 

11-Gerrit Hart 

18-Alexandra Oliver 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

6-Luciano and Joyce Miceli 

6-Rob and Debbie Holman 

21-Steve and Brianne Kempenski 

27-Tommy and Stefanie DiMeola 

29-Harry and Ann Carlock 
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LAY ASSISTANTS 

09/07  TBD 

09/14  TBD 

09/21  TBD 

09/28  TBD 

COFFEE HOUR 

09/07  Lorraine & Dottie 

09/14  Volunteer needed 

09/21  Volunteer needed 

09/28  Lorie and Joan 

USHERS 

09/07  Marty and Joe 

09/14   Vince and Geri 

09/21  Ken Oliver +  

09/28  Lisa Oliver & Joy Christians 

TALLY 

09/07  Marty & Irene  

09/14  Joe Hohler 

09/21  Dottie & Lorraine 

09/28  Fran & Joan 

ALTAR GUILD 

09/07  Irene Kaup 

09/14  Geri Basch 

09/21  Lisa Oliver 

09/28 Lori Senatore 

ACOLYTES 

09/07  TBD 

09/14  TBD 

09/21  TBD 

09/28  TBD 

REMEMBER!!!! 

Regular hours start again on September 7th!!! 

10:15AM 
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Signs on a store shelf…….how true they are!!!!!! 

 Reading from 8/31 Service. An excellent guide on how to live a good Christian life 
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RUTHERFORD PANTRY NEEDS LIST 

August  2014 

White Rice      

Pasta           

Pasta Sauce-  Canned Tomatoes 

Hearty Soups 

Canned Vegetables, Corn, Potatoes, Carrots, Spinach 

Parmalat and Canned Evaporated Milk     

   

Vegetable Oil 

Spam 

Cereal 

Coffee, DeCaf Tea          

Personal need items: deodorant, toothpaste, shaving crème, 

Juices, all varieties, apple, cranberry                     

shampoo and conditioner 

Iced Tea Mixes 

Cake Mixes, frosting 

Condiments, Salad Dressing, Mayo, Mustard 

 Canned Beans, Black, Pinto 

 

Clean Paper Grocery Bags, Paper Towels   

 

THE PANTRY DOES NOT NEED THE FOLLOWING AT THIS TIME: 

  

CRANBERRY SAUCE, CANNED GREEN BEANS, CANNED PEAS, CANNED YAMS,  STUFFING 

This is the latest list received from Rutherford Food Pantry. 
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