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Dear Family in Christ 

       We have not sent out a Lantern in quite some �me, so this 

one comes to you with a lot of important news.  Our summer of 

2018 was another �me for us to reflect on how much God loves 

us and celebrate how carefully God provides for our needs, both 

great and small.  For six weeks, our lessons focused on what it 

means for Jesus to be the Bread of Life.  This reality speaks not 

only to our deepest spiritual needs, but also to our physical well-

being.  In sermons, I introduced the idea of the food God has provided as “medicine”, a concept pro-

moted by Dr. Mark Hyman, who recently authored the best-selling book “What the Heck Should I Eat?”.  

Food is understood to be the healthy variety of proteins and nutrients God has created rather than 

some conglomera�on of chemicals, addi�ves, refined sugars and pre6y foul sounding ingredients 

thrown together and manufactured for human consump�on and the ul�mate detriment of our health.  

In other words, eat a salad, not a twinkie, and eat a fresh, healthy salad without lots of preserva�ves 

and chemicals added to the contents.  To further promote our well-being, we will be gathering at 6pm 

on Saturday, October 27 for a healthy meal taken from suggested menus of Dr. Hyman.  A:er that, we 

will view his very interes�ng, entertaining and informa�ve DVD.  I hope you will plan to a6end and end 

up convinced that healthy ea�ng is not nearly as difficult as you might imagine.  In fact, you may even 

be convinced that a life-style change is worth making so that you and loved ones feel be6er, enjoy 

be6er health, more energy, fewer aches and pains, res>ul sleep, etc.  The good news is that Good food 

tastes be6er! 

   As has been the case for many years, this summer brought us the blessings of music and the music of 

St. Johns is not to be missed.  A:er many years of hearing people ask where they can find copies or re-

cordings of the songs Teresa has wri6en for our worship, we will be gathering on December 2 for Music 

Sunday.  On that morning, the worship will be all music—Alleluia, Shine with God; Celebrate Sonrise, 

The Way, the Truth, the Life, The Hymn of St. Johns, Blessed is the Na�on, and other songs wri6en by 

Teresa.  The end product will be a CD of our congrega�on, choirs and friends singing these songs we 

know so well recorded live on loca�on at St. Johns by professional sound engineers.  We also hope to 

make available MP3 files and flash-drives.  You can read more about this in Marty’s ar�cle, but suffice it 

to say that you need to mark your calendar and be with us on Dec 2 for this historic, joyful day.  We will 

be offering the CD’s for a suggested dona�on of $20.   

    In the mean�me, Jesus will con�nue to be present as the Bread of Life in every gathering of our 

church family---be it a special event, or Bible Study, or weekly Sunday School or a “normal” Sunday.  (No 

Sunday is “normal” when Jesus is with us to bless, to heal, to guide, to comfort, to save).  Come as o:en 

as you can to add your love and light as we join together to Shine with God.  The brighter we shine, the 

be6er for us, for those around us, for the world in which we live and work.  See you in church 

          Pastor Walters 
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President's Ar�cle 
 

Welcome back from the lazy, hazy, days of summer to the back on 

�me, scheduled, cooler days of fall. I hope your summer was filled 

with things you wanted to do, places you wanted to see, and the 

people to enjoy them with.  

 

We had a great kick-off picnic even though it was raining. We 

cooked outside, sat and ate, and ate, and ate and talked, and 

talked, and talked inside. We celebrated Joy's birthday with two 

cakes, we all got updated on each other's summer, and had Ruth 

and Bill Rice back in our fold for an a:ernoon. It was a wonderful way to ease on into the 

rou�ne again.  

 

If you had been a6ending church over the summer perhaps you were here on the Sunday 

Joan Cockcro: introduced us to the Stephen Ministries. She happens to be part of this in her 

church and she felt we might be interested. Rod Leith forwarded me the Stephen Ministries 

web site and I contacted them and have an introductory packet.  

 

For those who missed Joan's talk, Stephen Ministries is a way we, as lay people, can "equip 

and empower a team of lay-people-Stephen Ministers- to provide one-on-one, Christ-

centered care to people experiencing grief, unemployment, hospitaliza�on, loneliness, di-

vorce, financial stress, terminal illness, or other life difficul�es." In other words, our Stephen 

Ministers would visit those who needed our love. I can see our Stephen Ministers showing up 

with one of our bears, our love, an arm to put around their shoulder, and an ear to listen. 

 

It sounds like a worthwhile program. I have a lot of informa�on, contact numbers, and I can 

say almost for certain, Joan's help. If you think you might be interested, just ask me. I will be 

happy to answer any ques�ons, pass on the introductory package, and help you in any way I 

can. 

 

Council had our back to business council mee�ng and have planned many ac�vi�es for the 

next few months. Details are throughout this Lantern, so you might want to be near your cal-

endar as you read it.  

 

See you in church. Your president, Lisa Oliver 
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Altar Guild 

 

First and foremost, I want to welcome Louise Kraus to our team. We so need the help and are 

so thankful she has joined our small but mighty team. She will be expertly trained by Geri 

Basch. Thank you both.  

 

In the next few weeks you will be seeing forms for, believe it or not, poinsePas for Christmas. 

I know, I know, I can hardly believe it myself. Help us make our church glorious for our Christ-

mas Eve candle light service by ordering one or more as they make great gi:s to bring for 

whoever is hos�ng Christmas dinner for you. 

 

Remember, you can donate Sunday altar flowers for $15.00 a bouquet on any Sunday. There 

are envelopes in the pews marked "altar flowers". Just fill out the card, insert check for one 

or both bouquets, and place it into the offering plate. Then the bouquets are yours to take 

home, unless there is someone who is in need of Visita�on, then Pastor would take one of 

the bouquets to them. And I must say, O'Shea's does a   

spectacular job for us each and every Sunday. The next �me 

you go to their shop, just say thank you for us.  

 

See you in church, your Altar Guild 

Garden Club 

 

This was our first try at having a St. John's Garden Club. The flowers we chose this year did quite well. We 

will make some changes for next year. We are thinking of having two flower pots on each side of our front 

doors.  Another idea is to have members sign up on a weeding schedule. Just like Vince has his "mowers", 

we will have our "weeders". This way the job does not fall on one person all the �me. Another idea is a  

vegetable garden. These are just ideas. We will have to wait and see in the spring. 

Please plan to join us. The more hands we have in the dirt, the easier it is. 

 

Watch for our fall mums coming soon.... 

 

St. John's Garden Club 
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It's Health and Wellness time again and to start us off right, I found this quote to get us motivated: 

 

 
 

Our next wellness event is scheduled for Saturday, October 27th at 6:00 pm and will include a pot-

luck dinner featuring healthy menu items followed by a video from Dr. Mark Hyman.  We are plan-

ning on having volunteers prepare menu items suggested by Dr. Hyman.  Anyone that is interested 

in attending and/or preparing a dish, please see me after church.  I can provide recipes from Dr. Hy-

man, which seem to be quite easy to prepare.  This will be a great night of sharing with one another 

as well as learning.  I look forward to seeing you there. 

 

Also, if anyone is interested in having their blood pressure checked, I'm more than happy to do so 

during coffee hour.  Please feel free to ask.  Another quote to keep you motivated: 

 

Lori Torsiello 
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Hello from the Property Guy. 

  

It has been a long, exhaus�ng and project filled summer; this summer of 

2018.  Much more than I had envisioned, ….way more. But there will be plenty of 

�me to talk about the projects. Instead I would like to reach out to everyone who 

has assisted in lending a helping hand. We always say that our people are what 

shines. We are small (and growing) but we have heart and always come 

through  in the end.  I have reached out to those who can help, have other talents 

and have a bit more flexibility in their schedules. It takes an awful lot to keep our 

church running and now with a tremendously successful day care, it takes just a 

bit more.  

  

Council decided to start up a Garden Commi6ee this year.  It was a first, and this was a learning year.  But I 

must take this �me to thank Joy. She has been on the grounds at least a few �mes a week, weeding, plan�ng, 

watering and just maintaining.  Lisa and Paula thank you. And of course Donna for dona�ng the flowers. Bill 

gets a �p of the hat as his new bushes have all survived and will start to fill in the front garden nicely.  

  

Marty, Richard and our newest mowie, Raj, have again given up a couple of hours on their valuable Saturday 

mornings and each week put our mowing equipment to good use. 

  

Gordon, a guy that gets things done.  We put in 2 new window ac’s, he changed 3 door locks, was on sight for 

several inspec�ons, built a custom shelf to sa�sfy our town fire warden. Put the new fridge in kitchen and 

reworked the counter space. And whatever else I am forgePng. (and is the major force behind the prayer 

bears). 

  

Tommy D and his team. We were dealing with some pre6y bad s�nk in the beginning of the year and Tommy 

and his team took on a nasty job of digging up a broken 90 year old cast iron pipe and replacing it. 

  

I may be the face of Property but these are the folks who help get stuff done!  

  

If you have ideas, talents, love for the outdoors, like being a handyman….and would like to contribute, please 

let me know and we will certainly welcome to you the ever popular, never quite finished, always rewarding 

Property Team.  

  

See you in Church, 

Vince Mo6ola 

Council VP and Property Chair 
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Have you ever wanted to be a recording star? Do you sing into your hairbrush  looking at the 

mirror? When you are driving, do you really belt out those songs on the radio? Do you have 

dreams of being on American Idol or The Voice? Well, now we all have a chance to have our 

voices recorded professionally. 

As your read in Pastors ar�cle, on December 2nd, St. John’s will have professional recording 

equipment set up in church. The full service will be a recording session.  Our TFSS kids will 

have a song on the CD as well. The plans have not fully been finalized yet but the choir will be 

singing as well as the full congrega�on! We might also have guest musicians and singers. The 

service will start at the normal �me - 10:15. It most likely will be the same length as a regular 

service but as with any recording session, we might have some retakes to get it perfect. And 

could run a bit longer.  Below is the prototype CD cover as of the prin�ng of this Lantern, but 

it could change: 

We are so blessed to have a musical genius like Teresa in our congrega�on.  For so long we, at St. 

John’s have had our very own songs and hymns created just for us by Teresa.  We certainly felt 

special. But, to be fair, we should share these songs with the rest of the world. These are gi:s of 

joy to share!  And, by this recording, we will be able to listen to them forever as will our children 

and grandchildren. You can pre-order a CD, for a suggested dona�on of $20. We will also a6empt 

to set up an ability for you to stream and download. Please see order form on next page.          

SEE YOU AT THE RECORDING SESSION!!!! Be there, be a part of history!!! 
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ORDER FORM FOR CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 

 

ORDER DEADLINE – November 11, 2018 

GIVEN BY ______________________________________ 

Phone #    _________________________ 

 

n Memory of: ___________________________________ 

In Honor of:    ___________________________________ 

 

(  )  I will pick up plant after church, Christmas Eve. 

( )   I will leave plant for distribution to a shut-in. 

 

Please enclose payment of $10.00 per plant payable to: 

St. John’s Ev. Lutheran Church 

 

Please take a moment to complete a form to donate a poinsettia plant(s), the price per plant of $10 has       
remained the same for a number of years.   
 

 

            Order form for “Alleluia, Shine With GodAlleluia, Shine With GodAlleluia, Shine With GodAlleluia, Shine With God” CD  

 

Name ______________________________________ 

 

Phone #    _________________________ 

 

Number of CD’s _____________ 

 

Amount Enclosed $___________ (Suggested donation $20) 

 

Please make checks payable to St. John’s Ev. Lutheran Church 

 

Thank you!!!!!! Enjoy!!!!!! 
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This year we are once again filling shoe boxes for needy 

children all around the world. 

You can pick up boxes in the overflow room. So grab a cup 

of coffee, a li6le treat and a shoe box! 

If you have any ques�ons, please see Mary Ann Mastro. 

Sugges�ons and instruc�ons are below. 

Must be delivered to St. John’s by November 11th. 

Please donate $9.00 to cover shipping  

THANK YOU!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
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We want to welcome two new members. Beth Toole became a member 

on January 7th and Mikie Vranek became a member on September 

16th. Unfortunately we do not have a photo of Beth from that day.     

Below is Mikie being welcomed by Pastor and Joan and Gordon Kimball. 

We are very happy to have you both as part of  St. John’s family. 
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Below is a photo of the installa�on of Church  School Teachers and Staff. Big 

THANK YOU to Lisa Oliver, Dolores O’Connor, Mary Ann Mastro, Lorraine   

Kirwan, and Dolores Totaro. Our children are blessed to have this group of 

wonderful people in Sunday School. What a terrific job they do!!  
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God’s blessings to Tyler Raymond Gearity who was Bap�zed at St. 

John’s on March 4th. May your life be filled with happiness, good 

health and may you lead a faithful life. 
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God’s blessings also go to Marcus Roman Maldonado who was Bap�zed 

at St. John’s on June 24th. May your life be filled with happiness, good 

health and may you lead a faithful life. 



We also had am indoor picnic this year. Unfortunately the computer malfunc�oned and all the photos were lost. I was 

reloca�ng at the �me so I had no chance to backup files. So, instead, here are some pictures taken during the year 

which shows the warmth of St. John’s  family and our amazing TFSS kids, I didn’t want to put too many as the photos 

would be too small.  
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Finally, one more photo of our wonderful TFSS children. They are awesome as are 

the teachers. This photo was taken towards the end of previous season. 

And below that, taken on Father’s Day , a photo of some of us ‘former kids’. 
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What a beau�ful church we have. It looks even more beau�ful  when YOU are in it! See you there! 


