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Dear Family in Christ, 

 

   I want to share a wonderful photo from the baptism of Mary 

Leigh Newton that recently took place in Los Angeles.  This    

photo is a reminder to me of two important things.  First, I am   

reminded by this photo that the ministry we share has a much 

wider reach and a much more profound impact than might be    

evident on any given Sunday.  Damien and Marybeth Newton are 

representative of the many members who have heartily joined us 

in worship and service and then moved on to other parts of the state, the country or the world.  

They have left us much better for the time they were with us.  We have sent them on their way 

with a foundation of love and faith that continues to bless them and others.  This is not to say it 

is ever easy to say farewell to cherished members of our church family, but I know Gods grace 

leads each of us where we need to be and empowers us to live as His own wherever we are.   

    This brings me to the second thing of which I am reminded by this photo.  Ours is a joyful 

enterprise!  To be claimed as God’s own now and forever brings a deepening joy as our under-

standing of redemption and grace unfold.  I hope you enjoy this photo as much as I do and that 

you will keep our scattered flock in your prayers.  Though they may move away and join other 

congregations, they continue to hold a special place in our hearts, even as I know St. Johns will 

always seem like home to them.                                        Peace and Blessings, 
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      Professor Lisa Dahill teaches at our Lutheran seminary in Columbus, Ohio.  

She has also recently taught a course on Religion at Ohio State University.  In a  

recent editorial written for the Lutheran magazine, Professor Dahill notes that 

nearly one third of adults under the age of 30 have no religious preference.  One of 

the students in her class at Ohio state was raised Lutheran, but is now a practicing 

pagan.  Other students she encounters are not only indifferent about organized reli-

gion, but sometimes hostile. 

 

   In an effort to understand what is going on, Professor Dahill has learned to ask 

students—“Tell me about the God you don’t believe in.”   She writes:  “More often 

than not, I find myself saying, “I don’t believe in that God either.” 

 

   The obvious conclusion is that either what the church has been saying or what 

many have been hearing has not been an accurate portrayal of God.  I suspect the 

greatest problem lies in trying to define and understand what cannot be defined or 

understood about God.  As Duncan Johnson said last week in sharing his journey 

of faith, we cannot find God with the logic of our minds.   God finds us when we 

seek Him with our hearts.  If I understood Duncan correctly, it was regular time in 

prayer with his mother when he was a teenager, that helped him change from being 

a doubter to a believer.    

 

    Professor Dahill suggests that it may be a misconception with the                   

ALMIGHTINESS of God that leads so many to blame God for every evil in the 

world, every calamity, all human suffering and anything else we want to pin on 

whoever is in charge.  We see in the life of Jesus that there is a self-limiting love at 

work within the heart of God.  God could control every little thing in life and in 

the world, but God has chosen to make us in His own image.   

Page 2 

This is pastor’s sermon from August 11th.  We thought this is a good sermon to post in 

the Lantern to start the fall season.  It reinforces our understanding of the almigh�ness of 

God and Faith. 

Con�nued……... 



 

 

We are not robots.  Our brains are not computers filled with some kind of divine 

software before we are born to control our every thought, word and deed. Our 

choices can make this world and our lives better or worse.  God gives us that free-

dom. 

 

 We learn in scripture that though the final victory is already won, sin is still at 

work in our world—in terrible ways that are seen and unseen.   Only the grossest 

oversimplification of scripture and the wildest misconceptions can lead us to blame 

God for what sin has wrought. 

 

      So we begin to glimpse what St. Paul is suggesting when he tells us: “Now 

faith is the assurance of things hoped for; the conviction of things not seen.  Paul 

makes it clear that we will find perfection in our heavenly home, but while on this 

earth, we join that amazing group of saints described in this way:  “All of these 

died in faith without having received the promises, but from a distance they saw 

and greeted them..  They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners on the 

earth.” 

 

    So perhaps the church through the ages, in its eagerness to bring God as close to 

us as possible has failed to show us what is still afar—in the distance—in Gods fu-

ture.  Faith is not a matter of understanding the omnipotence or almightiness of 

God.   Faith is about trusting in the promises of God—as Abraham did. I love the 

part of our communion liturgy that invites us not to seek to understand the myster-

ies of almighty God with our minds, but to lift up our hearts to the Lord.   

 

   Professor Dahill has written:  “Listening deeply to those who live ‘without the 

working hypothesis of God’ also frees us to recognize that the God thought to con-

trol all reality was an illusion all along.  The Christian God isn’t almighty in the 

magical sense and never was.” 
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Con�nued……... 



  She suggests, as does scripture, that the almightiness of God is something much 

greater than controlling all reality as we now know and see it.  It is in the cross 

and resurrection---  in the waters of baptism—in bread and wine—in word incar-

nate—that a love that will never let us go takes hold of our hearts. 

 

    As so many continue to share their journeys of faith this summer, what I am 

hearing about is a God in whom I can believe--   A God I can trust-- A God alive in 

our hearts as together we see and greet from a distance the brightest promises of 

faith.  AMEN 
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My Journey of Faith Story,                                                    Vince Mo4ola—Council President  

Growing up in my house in Hawthorne, NJ in the 60's & 70's was very uncomplicated. 
There were 5 of us, my younger brother, mom, dad and my uncle. Sports was always 
on the TV and macaroni and meatballs were always on the Sunday dinner table at 1 
pm. I went to St Anthony's Catholic Grammar school for eight years and we did all the 
things that Catholic schools do....daily Catechism classes and Friday morning 11am 
school mass. As a family we also went to church together on Sunday mornings. Noth-
ing ever seemed to go wrong except that I seemed to be spending more �me in the 
principles office than most kids. 

A6er grammar school and high school life con�nued like this un�l my brother got mar-
ried and I moved out of the house on the same weekend around 1985. A few years lat-
er I was ge9ng married also. Being disenchanted with the Catholic Church we decided 
to marry Lutheran. Since I was in Rutherford, we found our church right here at St. 
Johns. In 1992 we were married and a few years later Samantha was born and also 
bap�zed at St Johns. Some�mes life doesn't work out exactly as planned and by 1997 
our marriage was failing and in 1999 I found my self divorced. But as Sam was ge9ng 
older we both agreed that religious educa�on was a must for her and what be=er 
place to be than at St Johns and that's what we did. Sam grew up coming to church 
more o6en than not, as somewhere deep inside me my Catholic roots told me it was 
the thing to do. As Sam grew up so did I. My understanding of the Lutheran doctrine 
and what the church had to offer just seemed right. It was much be=er than si9ng in 
a cathedral with 300 of your closest friends every week and listening to a sermon that 
echoed off the walls and couldn't be understood. 

I found myself engaging in Sam's ac�vi�es in Sunday school and was even teaching for 
a bit. By this �me church was on our calendar for every Sunday morning.  As fate 
would have it I volunteered for a work day out in the yard and from that day on I was 
hooked. I soon became co-property chairman and eventually chairman. I ran for coun-
cil and when Joan Cockcro6 moved to CT, I was VP and all of a sudden President. 

During all this �me I was s�ll Catholic. Having a Catholic President was not so po-
li�cally correct and a bit uncomfortable but I was not ready to convert. 

But like a kid ready to take off the training wheels, so was I ready to convert and about 
a year later I took the oath to become Lutheran. I am so happy that I did. 

Where does my faith come into play…..well, I have lived by one rule for most of my 
memory...just do the right thing!  

Con�nued….. 



If I have faith that I did the right thing in my heart and firmly believed as such then I can 
rest that I did my best, even if it turned out not to be the correct decision. Like I said, I 
have lived by this most of my adult life. 

Somewhere in all of this I started saying my prayers again. Not sure why or how it hap-
pened but it did. So every night before I sleep, I have my talk with God. Some�mes just 
prayers and some�mes quite a lengthy discussion. Many �mes lots of tears and some-
�mes lots of smiles. No ma=er where I am or how busy I am, I try to always talk with 
God before I sleep. What I found was that my faith was taking m( places, my openness 
and my sharing with God was opening doors for me. 

I spent most of 2010 unemployed. Yes I was looking for work but I got to spend almost 
every day here on the property taking care of our yard. It was tremendously fulfilling. 
Just as I was running out of savings towards December and was about a month away 
from moving back in with the folks I got a call for an interview. This employer found my 
resume on an obscure web site, it printed out sideways and in 3 pages, but yet she liked 
it and eventually hired me. I firmly believe that My faith in God, my belief in doing the 
right thing and my nightly conversa�ons revived me and gave me another chance. 

Just recently Pastor spoke about another Pastor who wrote that we should start every 
day with the sign of the cross and end it the same way. Since we begin and end every 
prayer session like this why not every day. I thought this was a great ide< and have been 
doing it ever since. It is such a feeing to start the day with a prayer and end with a thank 
you. 

I work hard in life, hard and long hours at my job, hard to be a good dad. Samanthc is 
off to college in a few weeks and I have faith. Faith that hard work will be rewarded, 
maybe not right now, but sooner or later rewarded. Is it tough to send Sam off to col-
lege? It is.. But I have faith in her and in the job we did as parents thai she also knows 
enough to have faith and just do the right thing and all will be fine. 

Ma=hew 17:20 

But Jesus said to them," If you have faith and don't doubt I promise that you can 
dc what I did to this tree. And you will be able to do even more. You can tell this 
mountain to get up and jump into the sea, and it will. If you have faith when you 
pray, you will be given whatever you ask for. 

Vince Mottola 
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Please join us for  this fun filled  youth fellowship 

with a lite  breakfast snack ,lessons ,cra6s, singing , 

learning and worshiping together . 

  

6th and 7th grade Confirma�on 

 Lorraine Kirwan and Mary Ann Mastro 
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Total Family Sunday School 

 

Begins    Sept. 8th  2013        9:00 a.m. 

ages 3 thru confirma�on 



 

Irene and I want to thank Joan and 

Gordon Kimball for the ride they 

gave us in their Model A Ford. Not 

only was the car ride extremely inter-

es�ng and fascina�ng, their company 

was     marvelous!! And at the end 

they bought us ice cream too!!!! It 

was a perfect a6ernoon! Let’s have 

another auc�on so we can bid again! 

Thank you again very much for the 

fun and for your �me and company.  

We are very thankful you are part of 

our St. John’s family!!! 

 Irene and Marty 
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MY PERSONAL JOURNEY OF FAITH BY JOAN KMBALL 

There are a couple times when I truly felt the presence of God in my 

life. The first time was when we were on a trip to Durango, CO to a confer-

ence Gordon was attending when he worked for MA Bell. After landing at 

the airport in Denver, CO, I found out we had to take another short flight in 

a small aircraft to get to Durango. Not being a person who likes to fly in the 

first place, when I heard we had to take another flight I was not thrilled, in 

fact, I was scared to death just as I was when I heard we were flying to CO. 

One thing is to fly in a big jet, but flying in a small plane! 

But, we took off and after removing my clamped hands off the arm rest, 

I looked down and saw the most beautifully, majestic, snow covered moun-

tains one could see from a plane. The flight was amazing and I can remem-

ber saying to myself at that time, surely there is a God. Who else could cre-

ate such beauty in this world? In my mind I can still recall this experience 

most vividly. 

My second experience in finding God was a totally different one. Have 

you ever had a serious illness and thought you might not live through it? 

Well, this happened to me 19 years ago this past June when I was told I had 

Uterine Cancer. At the time I was told this, I said "Why Me?" "No one else 

in my family had ever had cancer before except my father who suffered 

from lung cancer after a lifetime of cigarette smoking But, - Why Me?" 

Needless to say this was not a good time in my life. Is there ever a good 

time for this terrible disease? I still had two kids at home who, although they 

were teens at the time, I wondered if I would ever see them marry and have 

kids of their own. I always remember while growing up, my one desire in 

life was to be married, have children and then have grand children. Was this 

what God had in store for me? I surely hoped so but at the time I didn't 

think so. I certainly had my doubts. After getting over the initial 

Con�nued….. 
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MY PERSONAL JOURNEY OF FAITH BY JOAN KMBALL 

shock of having this disease, crying a lot and being very depressed, I prayed 

to God often, asking Him to have compassion and to heal me. 

Following a lot of medical tests, my group of doctors at Memorial Sloan 

Kettering Hospital in NYC, advised me to have a complete hysterectomy. I 

really had faith in these doctors and the wonderful reputation of this hospi-

tal. So, after more praying and talking it over with Gordon we decided that 

this was probably the right thing to do and I went ahead with this surgery. 

On the day of my surgery, while on the gurney being wheeled to the op-

erating room, I heard a loud clear voice say to me "Don't worry, you're go-

ing to be alright! I'll never forget this and I know it was God telling me not 

to worry because I was going to conquer this. Every time I think about this 

experience I know there is a caring God and He loves all his children includ-

ing me. To this day when I tell my story to others I still have to stop and 

wipe away my tears because I get so emotional over it. 

If you ever have doubts about something just pray, pray and then pray 

some more! One of the verses I remember from reading the Bible at that 

time was from Job 5:8-9 which states: "If I were you, I would turn to God 

and present my case to Him. We cannot understand the great things he does 

and to his miracles there is no end." So, with this in mind, my advice to all 

of you is to never give up and to put all your trust in God. He really is there 

for all of us and he truly loves all His children. 
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Congratulations on the marriage of Brian 

Miceli and Erin Vogel  on  7-26-2013. May 

God bless you on your life’s journey of faith 

together. 

Pictured from left to right , groom Brian Miceli, Justin 

Miceli, Stefanie (Kaup) Dimeola and Nicole Miceli. 

Picture was taken at St. John’s on June 14, 1993 by 

Candice (Kaup) Scioscia.  
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Parish Life 

The last coffee hour before the summer break was a celebra�on of Father’s day. As 

usual the treats were delicious! Coffee hour resumes on September 8th. To sign up 

for a Sunday, speak to Lori Torsiello or just put your name on the list posted in the 

Overflow Room. 

This year's picnic was held on June 30 on the church lawn. There were about 40-45 

people in a=endance and if you weren't one of them, you missed a good �me! 

Even with temperatures close to 100 degrees, there were lots of laughs and cama-

raderie. The kids played lots of games while the adults spent their �me talking and 

ea�ng (it's always about food with us, isn't it!). Hopefully, we'll see you for next 

year's picnic. 

Penelope  

 

The Lantern thanks  Samantha 

Mo=ola for the pictures from 

the event! As always, good 

work Sam!!!! 
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Garden flowers bring smiles, inspira�on and healing. 

Such is the case with this beau�ful pansy.  The photo 

was on display at the John Theurer Cancer Center      

submi=ed by an out of state pa�ent.  Dr's. told her to 

enjoy gardening, she would know her limits.  The pa�ent 

did just that and among her many angel friends helping 

her, the pansy angel also offered support and joy.  This 

photo did the same for me;  I now see a favorite flower 

in a beau�ful new way.  

Ruth Rice 
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   Regular hours resume-10:15am 

REMEMBER!!!!! 

Choir and Sunday school begin at 9:00 am 
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RUTHERFORD PANTRY NEEDS LIST September'13 

PASTA (No whole grain or quick cook, at this �me) 

Mac and Cheese 

Reg. Coffee 

Rice 

Juice, all sizes 

Lunch Box size snacks 

Condiments (mustard, ketchup) 

Canned Beans (black, pinto, white and pink) 

Salad Dressing 

Hearty Beef Soups 

Pasta Sauces 

Instant Mashed Potatoes 

Cake Mixes and Fros�ng 

Pancake Mixes and Syrup 

Muffin Mixes 

Cookies 

Crackers (no sal�nes) 

Shampoo and Condi�oner 

Deodorant 

Shaving Cream and razors 

Toothpaste and Brushes 

Mul� Purpose Cleaner (Fantas�c, Lysol, etc.) 

PLEASE REMEMBER WE CANNOT ACCEPT OUT OF DATE ITEMS!! 

THE PANTRY DOES NOT NEED THE FOLLOWING AT THIS TIME: Stuffing, Cranberry Sauce, Green Beans, Chicken 

Soup 

NOTICE: We are feeding the homeless on September 20th. There are enough servers at 

this �me (thank you!!!!) but we do need more volunteers to make Shepherd’s Pie. You can 

also donate money. Please talk to Lisa Oliver.  
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One Sunday Irene and I were leaving aFer service and we heard a Cardinal. We looked up 

and there he was right on top of the cross on our church!  What a beau�ful sight! We        

believe that was a good sign. 

Page 16 



SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAY’S 

 

3-Jill Chris�ans 

5-Katherine Kempenski 

9-Joy Chris�ans 

11-Shawn Chris�ans 

11-Gerrit Hart 

18-Alexandra Oliver 

19-Bryan Anderson 

22-Karen Ohland 

24-Edie A. Strom 

ANNIVERSARIES 

 

6-Luciano and Joyce Miceli 

6-Rob and Debbie Holman 

21-Steve and Brianne Kempenski 

27-Tommy and Stefanie DiMeola 

29-Harry and Ann Carlock 
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ST. JOHN’S ALTAR SCHEDULE 

September, October, November, December - 2013 

 
September  

Sept  1 Ruth Rice   Green 
 

Sept  8 Geri Basch/N. Hart Green 
   

Sept 15         Lisa Oliver  Green   

   

Sept 22         Lori Senatore Green 
 

Sept 29         Joyce Miceli Green   
 

October 
 

Oct   6       Irene Kaup          Green 
  
Oct 13     Geri Basch          Green  
 

Oct 20     Lisa Oliver          Green 
 

Oct 27   Lisa Oliver          Red     Reformation Sunday 
   
 

November 
 

Nov   3       Irene Kaup   White    All Saints Sunday 
 

Nov 10      Geri Basch        Green 
 

Nov  17     Lisa Oliver  Green 
 

Nov  24     Nancy Hart         White  Christ The King Sunday   
 

December 
 

Dec   1     Irene Kaup  Blue  Advent 
 

Dec   8    Geri Basch  Blue  Advent 
 

Dec 15    Lisa Oliver  Blue  Advent 
 

Dec 22    Lori Senatore  Blue  Advent 
Dec 23     All Altar Members:  Pointsettia & Altar preparation 

Dec 24   All Altar Members White  Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
 

Dec 29    Irene Kaup  White 

 

 
Please note:  if there is a conflict with this schedule for anyone, please contact Lisa Oliver: 201-933-7384  or:  Nancy 
Hart by email: nchsh8@gmail.com  as soon as possible to make any necessary changes.  Thank you! 
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Date 
Lay  

Assistants  

Coffee  

Hour 

Ushers Altar 

Guild 

Tally Acolytes 

9/08 

 

TBD 

 

Lorraine K 

Nancy M 

DoIe M 

Marty Kaup 

Joe Hohler 

Geri Basch 

Nancy Hart 

Marty  & Irene 

Kaup 

TBD 

 

9/15 TBD Irene Kaup Vince Mo4ola Lisa Oliver DoIe Frank 

Lorraine Kirwan 

TBD 

9/22 TBD Joe Hohler 

Gerda Judicke 

Ken Oliver Lori Senatore Fran Heim 

Joan Eveleens 

TBD 

9/29 TBD Volunteer 

needed 

Joy Chris�ans 

Lisa Oliver 

Joyce Miceli 
TBD TBD 

10/06 TBD Joan Kimball 

Lori Torsiello 

Marty Kaup 

Joe Hohler 

Irene kaup Marty  & Irene 

Kaup 

 

TBD 

So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and          

especially to those who are of the household of faith.  

           Gala�ans 6:10 
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“Do the right thing. It will gra�fy some people and 

astonish the rest.” 

          Mark Twain 


