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Dear Family in Christ, 

   “And the Word was made flesh and dwelt among us, (and we be-

held his glory, glory as of the only bego4en of the Father,) full of 

grace and truth.” 

     As we enter another Advent/Christmas season, this verse from 

the first chapter of the Gospel of John seems to shine into our lives 

and our world like a guiding light.  With God, there is no propagan-

da, no misinforma�on, no fake news and no spin.  Truth and grace 

were so important to us that God did not just write about them or 

broadcast them on television or social media.   God did not leave the discovery or experience of 

grace and truth to chance.  He sent Jesus to demonstrate for us the importance—the eternal        

importance of grace and truth—not grace in isola�on or truth in isola�on, but grace and truth  

combined in such a way that we can glimpse God’s glory, even in the midst of all of life’s               

distrac�ons and misplaced   priori�es,  confusion and chaos. 

    All of the events at St. Johns to which you are invited this season are designed to help you        

discover or rediscover the importance of God’s grace and God’s truth in your daily living and in 

your hopes and dreams for the future.  Throughout the church year, we are confronted and blessed 

by a truth that can set us free from sin and deceit.   Such encounters with truth can be difficult, 

easy to resist and     something we may be desperate to avoid, but at the end of the day truth is a 

gi@ from God that all of us need in order to soar beyond all that would compromise our lives, our 

future, our families, all that we love and all that we hold dear.  One Pastor suggested we think of 

truth as one wing of an airplane.  The other wing is grace.  It is grace that takes any  harshness, 

coldness, fearfulness that the truth might bring and comforts us with acceptance, hope, healing 

and peace.  Grace is the other wing of the airplane.  So where do we fly with truth and grace?   I 

think the answer to that ques�on is wherever Gods love wants to take us.  There is even an old 

Gospel hymn en�tled, “Love Li@ed Me”. 

     Since this brief Lantern ar�cle cannot begin to explore all the possibili�es grace and truth can 

provide, I do hope you will plan to a4end as many of our worship events as possible this year, and 

bring others with you!  Advent worship has begun with Sunday services at 10:15am.  The Children’s  

Christmas Pageant will take place on Sunday, Dec 22 at 10:15am.  The service for Christmas Eve   

begins at 7:30pm, but you will want to arrive early to hear special music and prelude.  Our church 

council and Teresa join me in praying that you will have a holy and blessed Advent/Christmas     

season, full of grace and truth.  See you in church! 

Pastor Walters 



 

HI All, 

  

  

 Another year has slid right by us, and we all know what that means…yet another candle added to your 

birthday cakes!  We do apologize for shor�ng you on The Lantern, but life gets busy as we all know. But 

we have packed this issue with a year’s worth of stuff, so I invite you to make a nice cup of hot tea, sit by 

your Christmas Tree and read and enjoy. 

  

For me, Christmas brings back happy memories of family tradi�ons and good �mes. Spirits are high, ex-

citement is brewing, seems like there is more in the air than any other season. It is the season when we 

haul out all the boxes and start the decora�ng, and when we are done, we stand back with that gra�fying 

sense of “job well done”.  In church we do the same thing and it never gets �ring seeing St. John’s deco-

rated for Christmas.  The Children’s Pageant and our Christmas Eve Candle Light Vigil are the highlights of 

the year, every year. For our new members and families, welcome to St. John’s. We hope to overwhelm 

you as we do to ourselves each year. This year the Pageant will be on 12/22 and Christmas Eve service at 

7:30.  

  

I will not spill the beans and men�on any of the Council Member’s individual programs as they will have 

to have something to write about but here are some of the ac�vi�es we did as a church family during 

2019. The efforts that make us who we are and bring us close together as a church family. We were hon-

ored to have the Xavier Company perform on our Chancel in February and our CD, Alleluia Shine With 

God was recorded here in church and readily available. Our Teddy Bear program con�nues to be a tre-

mendous spiritual interna�onal success as we have brought smiles to many who thought they would not 

see joy again.  Fundraising for our sponsored child, Isaac Hernandez con�nues as we just sent him a huge 

box of goodies. And we sent a box overseas to our friend, Ian Brundage. We made dona�ons to the Heal-

ing Hearts of Rutherford and par�cipated in the Bishop’s Challenge for World Hunger Day.  Our Good Sa-

maritan Christmas Shoe Box program and our NJ Cares coat drive are also thriving and have become sta-

ples for us during the fall season.   We are regulars at the Kipp Center assis�ng in serving meals and three 

of our ladies experienced a retreat at the Crossroads Camp Retreat which they all shared with us during a 

Sunday sermon.  Our Cradle Roll and New Neighbor post cards are s�ll being sent out and we have set up 

a second basket on the juice side of communion for a new Good Neighbor Fund. Sunday School is teaming 

with students of all ages, and of course our Faith Journey program con�nues to bind us even closer. It is 

not hard to see why we all are drawn to St. Johns. Pastor says it all the �me, we are a small but mighty 

giving family and we always step up to the plate when it ma4ers.  

  

I wish everyone a Very Special Happy Merry Christmas. 

See You in Church 

Vince Mo4ola 

Council President.    



 

 

Property News: 

 

We’ve had a lot of ac�on in the years prior to this one and it was a mission of mine to keep 

2019 down to a minimum and low key. I think I have done just that. But it is also worth 

no�ng that the building is ge'ng older and periodic upgrades are required and it is best to 

do over �me and not all at once. Nothing major was planned and nothing major was done. 

 

We all know our beau�ful red carpets needed a cleaning and a stretching. We did this 

through one of Lori Torsiello’s contacts. It was much more than a shallow steam cleaning and 

I hope you all agree it was well worth it. 

Most of the remaining improvements were done downstairs. Partnering with daycare we in-

stalled a new blue carpet in their entry way, gave the entrance a much more kid friendly 

pain�ng, and installed a beau�ful, energy efficient, quiet, powerful new A/C unit.  It is a very 

cool machine.  Perhaps our biggest spend this year is that we replaced all of the ligh�ng 

downstairs with LED units and bulbs. We were constantly failing inspec�on and spending all 

sorts of money to have the electrician come in to fix the old units. If you wander downstairs, 

you will see some changes as daycare has plans to purchase all new furniture and has fully 

enclosed the old closet and it is now their official office.  

 

It was contract �me for daycare this year.  Working with Nancy Murray, we secured a new 

daycare contract. They accepted a 5yr term with op�on for a 5 year renewal. We not could 

be happier to have them aboard with us and look forward to a super rela�onship.   That’s it.  

Nice and easy, clean and simple. 

 

But I must give thanks to some very important people. Gordon!  He has replaced broken door 

handles, rewired old lights, worked with inspectors and has just been fantas�c and we owe 

him a huge thanks. And as previously men�oned, Nancy Murray.  Nancy provided profession-

alism and knowledge in our daycare nego�a�ons and is the reason we were so wrapped up 

and confident in our terms.  It was fun to watch her talk the talk and walk the walk.  Thank 

you both for all you have contributed. 

 

I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy and Healthy New year. 

See you in church, 

Vince 

The Property Guy. 



The prayer bears are doing well!  As I am part of the prayer bear commi;ee, I have sent out 

many Prayer bears to family members and friends who have been sick or for a happy            

occasion.  I have found they are comfor�ng and they make people feel happy! 

The cradle roll is going well, as I send out cards to the children who were bap�zed at St. 

John’s up to 3 years old. 

I’ve been trying to keep up with new people coming to our church for the first �me.  I want 

them to feel welcomed! 

I also need to have the Communion and Confirma�on classes help out with ushering on  

Sunday’s.  It will help them to get credits for their classes. 

 

Many blessings, 

Geri Basch 

 
A big thank you to Mary Ann Mastro for dona�ng the Dusty Miller and her home 

grown geraniums they really looked beau�ful well into the fall  

A special thank you to Lisa Oliver who made �me to help me shop, lug and plant 

everything. 

We have big plans for next year if you have �me to spare we would love to have 

you join us  

Joy Chris�ans 

Reflec�ons of past and present 



                    

Total Family Sunday School 

Our sponsor child Isac Hernandez, led us to reach out to him and his family aCer 

receiving a thank you for last year’s Christmas giC which included $10.00, which 

he gave to his Mom and Dad to buy food. 

Our Lenten collection for Isac Hernandez and his family went 

out in June 2019 here are the items your wonderful donations 

purchased for this family. a beautiful leather bound  Fami-

ly  Bilingual Bible with the inscription " The Hernandez Family 

Bible", a kids Bible Stories, as well in Spanish. Other things 

for Isac and his siblings- each sibling will get a coloring 

book and crayons and one of our St. John's Prayer Bears for 

themselves. a wooden United States State puzzle, pencils, pen-

cil sharpener, construction paper, Bible Activity book, foot-

ball  throw toy, a Spalding basketball, a soccer ball, tooth-

brushes and toothpaste, encyclopedia of dinosaurs, a dinosaur 

puzzle, socks, Mike and Ike’s candy ( Lol why not) 150.00 to go 

to Walmart gift cards at $50.00 each  They do have a Super 

Walmart in McAllen Texas we checked... 

the rest of the balance  went towards shipping. 

So proud that we packed such a wonderful collection of items 

for this very poor family in need. 
 

                      

 

We completed our Opera�on Christmas Child campaign this year with a 36 box 

count from all of you here at St John’s, so happy to be part of Samaritan’s Purse 

which brings joy and Happiness to many children all over this wonderful world of 

ours. Thank you to you all. 



h;ps://photos.google.com/u/1/photo/AF1QipNZVHpOiL-

EHrDro1gN1IOHcLxYWYmLQNSsglE 

  

h;ps://photos.google.com/u/1/photo/

AF1QipO38el_wGGdHT5TCXgBHorB3vu6b2OnsKxI-haQ 

TFSS children choir - click on the links below to see performances 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

TFSS is doing a food drive for the Rutherford Pantry 

through Dec 22, 2019 ( the day of our Christmas pag-

eant) 

Here is a list of the items most needed at the pantry, 

please consider sending your child in with one or more 

item each week through the 22nd. 

thank you so much 

 

Here's the pantry list; 

Canned ham 
Canned clams 
Chilli in the can 
 Dinty Moore beef stew 
Manwich 
Canned fruit any kind 
Pasta linguine spaghetti fettuccine 
Jarred pasta sauce 
Vinegar white or red 
Oil canned corn 
Canned carrots 
Hot chocolate 
Facial tissue 

You’re invited to  
           Total Family Sunday School 2019 
Christmas Pageant~~Dec 22,2019 ~~ 10:15 am 

(Children need to be there for rehearsal 9:30am)              



 

 

 
 

Please don’t miss the children’s pageant on December 22nd. You 

will leave church with a smile on your face and joy and love in your 

heart. This is as adorable as it gets! 



 

Please bring your favorite cookies to share with our St. John’s    

family on December 22nd for coffee hour. Have a delicious cup of 

Lutheran coffee with a bunch of cookies. All while looking fes�ve in 

your Christmas sweater or ouQit. It’s yummmmmmy fun. You will 

already be in a good mood a@er watching the TFSS childrens      

pageant. 

See you there!!!!!!!! 



 

Be sure not to miss the most beau�ful service of the year.     

Christmas Eve candlelight service at 7:30 pm on December 24th. 



 

 

A photo from back in the day when we had two trees for Christmas 



 

Tim Gearity as a Nu4y Nut Cracker Ballet Clown  
Caitlin Gearity Jeffas, Heather Gearity and 

Tim Gearity 

Bre4 Gearity and Heather Gearity.  Heather is 

a balloon handler for Paw Patrol. 

Photos from this years  Macy’s  Thanksgiving 

day parade.  This is a Gearity family tradi�on. 

They have done this for many years. Big thank 

you to Carol Gearity for sending these photos.  

Carol has  also been involved for many years 

but was unable to do it this year. 

What great spirit!!  A good example of being 

involved. Thank you to the Gearity family. 



 

S�ll have some Christmas shopping to do? Well, there are s�ll CD’s available 

for sale. Unique gi@s. Only place you can purchase this one of a kind music. 

Music in which our congrega�on par�cipated in making. 



Saturday December 14th— Decora�ng Christmas 

tree and Sanctuary. Star�ng at 10am. 

 

Sunday December 22nd— Family service and the        

CHILDREN’S PAGEANT!!!! You don’t want to miss this!  

Also, our annual ‘wear your Christmas sweater’ day. 

Plus, ‘all cookies’ coffee hour! Please bring your favorite 

cookies and share with others. Big fes�ve day!!!! 

 

             Tuesday December 24th—                        

 Christmas Eve  candlelight service 7:30 PM! 



  Stella,  we miss you! 


