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Christ is Risen, He is Risen indeed! 



 

 

 
Dear Family in Christ, 
 
       Please forgive me for quoting myself, but part of the    
sermon for Feb 24 applies to what I want to share with you in 
this article.   
 
     “People will suggest to you that Lent is about feeling bad 
about ourselves—feeling guilty and inadequate and sick with sin.  Sometimes church     
attendance will suffer during Lent because the expectation is that the mood will be somber, 
depressing and demoralizing.  Nothing could be farther from the truth.  Lent is a grand and 
glorious and wondrous time because Lent is really about seeing, hearing, feeling and      
understanding how very much we are loved.  How do you want to be loved?   Nobody can 
love you like God loves you!  Jesus loves us to such a degree that He weeps when we walk 
away from Him.  We are precious to Him.  Our children are precious to Him. ”(Luke 
13:31-35) 
 
    Each year my hope is that some whom we seldom see at worship will hear the call to  
return to the Lord in a new way.  Perhaps something in life has changed to such a degree 
that worship now seems worthwhile.  Perhaps some old grudge no longer seems worth 
keeping.  Perhaps it is just time to look for some greater meaning in life.  Perhaps some 
sorrow needs Gods comfort or some guilt needs Gods grace or some doubt needs the touch 
of Gods reassurance.  All this and so much more can be yours every week at your church 
home.  We miss you, but of greater importance, God misses you! 
 
    Lent is off to a grand start with another poignant Ash Wednesday service and the      
baptism of Leo Chimblo on Feb 17.  As the congregation was singing “Lord Take My 
Hand and Lead Me” Leo was clinging to my thumb with all his strength through all three 
verses!  In the sermon, we heard about the importance of moving over and letting God take 
the drivers seat (and obeying the “move over” law on the state highways). 
 
    Looking ahead, in addition to each Sunday worship service we can look forward to a 
Potluck supper on Saturday, March 2 at 6pm and a gala piano concert our own Teresa will 
present at St. Johns on March 23 at 7pm.  Palm Sunday arrives on March 24.  Traditional 
Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services will be held on March 28 and 29 at 7:30pm.  
Easter is early this year, but we will be ready—Hallelujah!  See you in church! 
 

Thoughts from Pastor 
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Life has gotten so busy and complicated. Family, children, 

work, a little fun, work…have all been taking more and more 

time away from us. The days get longer and the nights 

shorter. The time we allow for ourselves is shrinking. The time we want for 

ourselves has virtually disappeared. Putting food on the table is more and 

more of a challenge. As I write this I am traveling on business: 3 mid-west     

cities, 8 plane flights and 3 hotels all in 5 days. Yet I am still responsible for my 

daily duties at work. A bit overwhelming and very tiresome but everything will 

manage to be completed. Yes, the more urgent issues will be tended to         

immediately and the other items will take a back seat for a while. But, there is 

a part of my day that never changes…. I always have time for God. Every morn-

ing I ask for His blessing and strength, and every night I thank Him for the day 

He has just given me. He is my last thought every night. I feel at peace like this. 

 

I am sharing this with you because…. well, Easter is right around the corner 

and with all of this craziness it will creep up on us quicker than quick and the 

conversation will be….”can you believe it is Easter already? Seems like just   

yesterday we were………”. March 31
st

 is Easter Sunday. It falls very early this 

year. All the more reason to be prepared for the celebration. Will you be 

caught off guard and not ready? Will Holy Week be a surprise? Will Maundy 

Thursday and Good Friday church services be squeezed into a jammed    

schedule already? Last couple of lines really don’t sound right do they? Sur-

prised? Squeezed into? Not something anyone wants to admit about their 

faith. We all have commitments and certain responsibilities that have to be  

addressed, very understandable. But He makes time for us and we should   

certainly return His gift. 

 

Hope to see you in church, 

Vince Mottola 
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March 2013 

We have been having a wonderful time in Total Family Sunday School this past winter.  It has 

been wonderful to see and hear our young students participate in class & sing during church ser-

vice.  The Junior League will continue with lessons in the “Life of Jesus” as we continue lessons 

through Lent and Easter & of course we will also have choir practice w/ DR. T..   

Holy Communion classes will be coming to a close soon. We look forward to the 

class’ first Communion on Maundy Thursday, March 28, 2013.  Students who will be receiving 

their first Communion this year include:                   
Mariah BeelerMariah BeelerMariah BeelerMariah Beeler----HopeHopeHopeHope    
Marc BeelerMarc BeelerMarc BeelerMarc Beeler----HopeHopeHopeHope 

Micheal Mastro!Micheal Mastro!Micheal Mastro!Micheal Mastro!    
    

A big “THANK YOU”THANK YOU”THANK YOU”THANK YOU” goes out to all who continue to teach and contribute to breakfast each 

Sunday! 

 

Collections of travel toiletry items for Peter’s Place continues throughout the year.  If you have 

any personal size items to donate please see me.  All assistance is GREATLYGREATLYGREATLYGREATLY appreciatedappreciatedappreciatedappreciated.   

 

Just a reminder that TFSS starts with breakfast being served at 9:00 am, downstairs in the class-

rooms for ages 4 yrs.-8th grade.  Please come join us, cannot wait to see you there!! 
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“I want to encourage your participation in Holy Thursday and Good Friday worship at St. 
John’s, not in order to make Easter more meaningful, but for the unique blessings Holy 
Thursday and Good Friday worship provide in and of  themselves. These two amazing 
worship opportunities will serve to remind you how much God loves you in ways that may 
touch you more deeply and fully than you expect. It was for you that Jesus suffered and 
died. His love for you is stronger than all the pain and death the world has ever known. 
Somehow Holy week helps us see more clearly how very precious we are to the God who 
gave His only Begotten Son so that we might have eternal life in His name.” 
                                                                             Pastor Walters 
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Today as I was walking into church I was delighted to notice the daffodils almost ready to burst open and show us their blos-
soms and a few feet away the undeniable broader leaves of the tulips that are also reaching up from the earth with the promise of 
their beauty yet to come . I made a left turn at the corner of Mortimer onto Union Avenue going west and was pleased to see 
an entire hedge of forsythia already in bloom. Thank You God. Just in time for the first day of spring. First Spring; after that the 
next fall moon; then the following Sunday and you know where that brings us. For many years I have always believed that Easter 
was the first Sunday after the first full moon in spring. So imagine how surprised I was when I was "googling"' Easter ( Yes, I 
confess I am an insatiable "Googler" ) and found out that this is not totally accurate. 

It seems the date for Easter changes every year within the Gregorian calendar which is not only the international calendar for 
civil use, but also regulates the ceremonial cycle of the Roman Catholic and Protestant churches. Traced back to the Roman Em-
peror Constantine at the First Council of Nicaea in 325, the Council decided to fix Easter on a Sunday based on tables that could 
be determined indefinitely in advance. Although the rules have been revised from time to time. Pope Gregory XIII (1582) revised 
the rules once again and these are the rules we still follow today. The rules are based on an ecclesiastical moon, not an astro-
nomical moon, and there is actually an algorithm used for computing the exact date resulting that in some places in the world 
Easter is on the same Sunday as the astronomical moon. The Julian calendar (put in place by Julius Caesar) which was in use until 
the Council of Nicaea is still used today by the Eastern Christian Churches. Go figure. 

At Bible Study last week, we discussed Christ's Seven Words from the Cross. Not being sure I had written my notes from Bible 
Study accurately, well, you know what I did and think I have it straight so I can share this with you: 

Christ’s Seven Words from the Cross 

The First Word " Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do." is referred to in Luke 23:33-34 as lots 

were cast to divide His garments. 

The Second Word : " Truly I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise." comes from Luke 23::39-43 
when Jesus responded to one of the thieves besides him on a cross who said to Him. "Jesus, remember me when you 
come into your kingdom." 

The Third Word : when Jesus said to his mother 'Woman , behold your son!" and then to the disciple. "Behold, 

your mother!" is told to us in John 19: 26-27. 

The Fourth Word : "Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani." which is translated to "My God, My God, why have you    for-

saken me?" was said at the ninth hour comes from Mark 15:34 

The Fifth Word : " I thirst" is learned from John 19:28 as Jesus spoke these words knowing all was now finished. 

The Sixth Word: " It is finished" was said by Jesus after receiving the sour wine vinegar as he bowed his head and 
gave up his spirit is again told to us in John 19:30. 

The Seventh Word : " Father , into your hand I commit my spirit!" was said as Jesus took his last breath. We learn 
this again from Luke 23: 44-46. 

As we come to church on Good Friday and attend our Tenebrae Service we are reminded of the darkness that covered the land 
when Jesus died and provides us with the privilege and chance to repent our sins and to return to God. Jesus gave His life for us 
to have the opportunity of eternal life . How wonderful it will be to be say the familiar words on Easter Sunday in response to 
Pastor's " Alleluia! Christ is risen!'' that "He is risen indeed! Alleluia!" as we celebrate Jesus Christ's resurrection for our sal-
vation. 

Much love and many blessings. 

Joan 

This is an article that was written for the Lantern by Joan Cockcroft in 2006 for Easter. Joan is one of 
my favorite people. She is recuperating from surgery and I thought I would print this article because 
it is such an excellent informational Easter article. Joan, your words and deeds have not been forgot-
ten. You may be in Connecticut but you are still one of us at St. John’s! 
Enjoy the article everyone, especially new members who never read anything by Joan.  

Marty 
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The story takes place in 19
th
 century Denmark. Two adult sisters live 

with their father who is a pastor for a small Protestant church in a small 
town. They take in a French refugee, Babette, who begs to work for 
them as a maid/housekeeper/cook. The story goes on from there as she 
lives with them and then prepares an incredible feast of a lifetime and all 
the surprises surrounding that feast. 

Please join us for Potluck dinner Potluck dinner Potluck dinner Potluck dinner on March 2nd March 2nd March 2nd March 2nd at at at at 6pm6pm6pm6pm. 
March is also National Nutrition Month so come and have 
some real good home made nutritional Lutheran food!!!! 
Then, after a nice meal, sit and enjoy an excellent 
movie. OK? Settled-See you there!!!!See you there!!!!See you there!!!!See you there!!!! 



 

 

 

An Evening with Teresa Walters—International First Lady of Piano 

 
Beethoven:“Moonlight Sonata”, Liszt’s Liebestraume, Gershwin’s Rhapsody in Blue and more… 
 
Please plan to attend this special concert scheduled for Saturday, March 23 at 7pm here at St. Johns.  
There is no admission charge.  A free will offering will be taken. Teresa has also designated this concert 
as a fund-raising event for the ministry of St. Johns.  For this reason, you are being asked to consider 
advance sponsorship at one of the following 
levels:      Patron  --a Gift to St. Johns of $100 or more 
                Donor—a Gift to St. Johns of $50 to $99 
                Sponsor---a Gift to St. Johns of $20-$49 
Names of Patrons, Donors and Sponsors will be listed in the program for that evening.   To be included 
please complete this form with payment and give it to Dottie Frank or Pastor Walters. 
 
Name (As you wish it listed in the program)__________________________________ 
 
I wish to be a: (Please circle your choice)     PATRON       DONOR     SPONSOR 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Please come and join us and listen to some terrific music played the way          

Beethoven, Liszt and Gershwin meant for it to be played!!! Bring friends and 

family. All monies to benefit St. John’s. 
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Daylight Savings begins March 10th 

Remember to “spring forward” one hour starting at 2 am 

Set your alarms the night  

before—you don’t want to be 

late for church!!!!! 
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On Friday, March 22nd we are feeding the homeless. As of the printing of 
this Lantern we have enough volunteers to serve—THANK YOU ALL!!!!!! 

 
However, as per Kenny and Lisa Oliver “we do need additional meat loafs. 
Pans will be passed out in church. And as always, cash is also accepted. 
Please see Lisa or Ken at church for further information and receipt of pans. 
 

A great BIG THANK YOU to Lisa and Ken for handling all of the feedings 
the past years. You serve as excellent role models for others in doing       
charitable work!! 
 
THANK YOU also to all who purchased food and all who prepared food at 
home to be served at the shelter.  



 

 

 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

2-Donna Powers 

6-Bob Strom 

6-Linda Pelser 

11-Amber Wozniak 

14-Joan Cockcroft 

14-Alexis Holman 

14-Elizabeth Hintzen 

16-Pat Kupillas 

18-Bill Rice 

19-Thomas James (TJ) DiMeola 

24-Dale Vanyo 

29-Marybeth Newton 

30-Alexander James Hart 

31-Luciano Miceli 
 

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES 

1-John and Janice Miceli  
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 LAY ASSISTANTS 

Lisa Oliver 

Karen Ohland 

Lori Torsiello 

Duncan Johnson 

TBD 

Marty Kaup 

COFFEE HOUR 

Lori & Vince 

Dave & Keri Collins 

Joe & Gerda 

Fran & Joan 

Lorraine Kirwan 

Easter—No coffee hour 

  USHERS 

  Marty Kaup, Joe Hohler 

  Vince & Samantha Mottola 

  Ken Oliver + 

  Lisa & Joy 

  Ken and Joy 

  Vince Mottola + 

  

  TALLY  

 Marty & Irene Kaup  

 Joe Hohler & Bill Bartels 

 Dottie Frank and Loraine K 

 Fran Heim & Joan Eveleens 

 TBD 

 TBD 

ALTAR GUILD 

Irene Kaup 

Geri Basch 

Lisa Oliver 

Karen Ohland 

Ruth Rice/Lori Senator 

All Alt Gld members to set Altar 

All Alt Guild members 

 

     ACOLYTES 

    TBD 

    TBD 

    TBD 

    TBD 

    TBD 

    TBD 

  

03/03 

03/10 

03/17 

03/24 

03/28 

03/31 

03/03 

03/10 

03/17 

03/24 

03/28 

03/31 

03/03 

03/10 

03/17 

03/24 

03/28 

03/31 

 

03/03 

03/10 

03/17 

03/24 

03/28 

03/31 

 

03/03 

03/10 

03/17 

03/24 

03/28 

03/30 

03/31 

03/03 

03/10 

03/17 

03/24 

03/28 

03/31 

 

 
For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in 
Him should not perish, but have eternal life. For God did not send the Son into the world 

to judge the world, but that the world should be saved through Him. John 3:16-17  
 

 

 

 

  Life has many choices. Eternity has two. What’s yours? 
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