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Dear Family in Christ, 

   As our summer season arrives, we continue to 

celebrate the year of grace upon grace at St. 

Johns.  The undeserved outpouring of God’s 

love continues to bless us as a church family at 

every worship opportunity and especially on 

days like May 15 when Amelia Grace Scioscia 

was baptized. I am certain Marty will be          

including photos of that day with this Lantern. 

   Recent sermons have focused on how to let 

love overcome our fear, how to find peace in a 

troubled world and how to trust Jesus to exercise 

authority over all that threatens our well-being.  I am reminded of that portion of 

our liturgy where the Pastor declares—as a called and ordained minister of the 

Church of Christ, and by his authority, I declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 

your sins…”  The greatest and most comprehensive expression of the authority of 

Jesus in our lives is the forgiveness of sins. Forgiveness opens doors that are tight-

ly shut and allows us to be set free from burdens of guilt and the sorrow of separa-

tion from God. 

   Our summer worship will begin at 9:30am starting on Sunday, June 5 and contin-

uing until our fall schedule begins on September 11. Summer worship is always 

special and not-to-be-missed because the more casual atmosphere seems to allow 

all of us to relax, enjoy our time together and find a level of contentment and      

inspiration that can escape us in busier times of the church year. Come as you are, 

come often and be prepared to shine with God. 

    Let me close by expressing my continuing gratitude for your faithfulness, your 

love for God, your devotion to your church family and the amazing and diverse 

ways our members are living witnesses to the grace of God.  I believe the plan is 

for this Lantern to serve as our summer newsletter and then more regular Lanterns 

will be arriving in your mail in the fall.  All of us continue to owe a huge debt of 

thanks to Marty and Irene for providing us with such meaningful, inspiring and    

informative newsletters. 

See you in Church! 

Pastor Walters 
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A Word or Two From Your Council President 

 

 

This will be our last Lantern un�l the fall so my first hope is for you 

all to have a happy summer. We all will enjoy many ou�ngs, family 

events, and my personal favorite, those hazy, lazy days of summer. 

Remember, St. John's will s�ll be open. Your council will s�ll be   

doing what they have always done. We will s�ll be hearing            

inspira�onal words and music from Pastor and Teresa. So please 

keep us in your Sunday schedule. We are air condi�oned. 

 

September 11th will bring our annual church picnic. We moved it to September because the 

weather is always so pleasant.  In June I will have sign up sheets for the picnic. We are going 

to need dona�ons of food, that is a given, but we will also need help with se)ng up and 

cleaning up. We will need cash dona�ons for all those extras, too. So help where and         

however you can. 

 

September 30th we will feed the homeless also. A.er Labor Day I will be handing out �ns and 

asking for help. Again, help where and however you can. We will do Shepherd's Pie as that is 

the easiest to transport. 

 

I'm going to leave you with this thought. My mom is not doing so well in the strength           

department. She has not been in church since Easter and probably will not be for a long �me. 

Her spirits are high. Her mind is as sharp as ever. It is her strength that is low. I was telling this 

to a friend and they said, "I wish I had known Easter Sunday would the last �me I would see 

her." Well, that got me to thinking about when we pass the peace during each service. We 

have no idea that any par�cular Sunday may be the last �me we see someone. Last Sunday as 

I passed the peace, I began looking in people's eyes, feeling their handshakes, really meaning 

"peace be with you". I hugged friends I do not see too o.en with real love in my heart         

because what if this was to be my last Sunday? What would I want them to remember of my 

words of peace? I am not trying to make you sad, or fearful, or upset you in any way. I am    

trying to take those words of my friend and pass them on to you as, what we teachers always 

looked for, a teachable moment.  I am trying to say to take the �me to reach out with your 

handshake or your hug. Let's look each other in the eyes and truly say "May the peace of the 

Lord be with you"......and mean today, tomorrow, and always. 

 

Your Council President, Lisa 

 

Page 2 



 

 

Property and VP article 
 
Our church family has a long history of assis�ng those in need 

and volunteering / dona�ng to causes that come before us. Be it 

Peter’s Place, feeding the homeless, serving meals at the Kipp 

Center, the Rutherford Food Pantry, The Vets and many other very worth while 

causes over the years. It brings us together, makes us feel good, keeps us humble 

and reminds us how fortunate we really are. Rarely does Property get to pitch in 

like this…but now we have and it feels great. 

 

Our neighbor (next to church) is in failing health and has not been living there 

since early fall. Last year the grass there was approaching knee high and was 

preAy unsightly so we began to take on mowing her lawn. In the winter we had 

Pete the Snow Guy do the sidewalks and driveway apron.  Besides keeping up the 

neighborhood   appearance and keeping the sidewalks safe during the snow fall, it 

was just the Right Thing to Do. It’s not a lot and takes all of an extra few minutes. 

But it is that feel good feeling you get that makes it so sa�sfying. We did receive a 

dona�on from the estate for this but regardless, I felt it was our responsibility as 

neighbors and more so, it is what we do here at St. John’s.  

 

Have a great summer and see you in church,  

Vince MoAola  

VP & Property Chairman 
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St John’s TFSS 

May 2016 

Thank you all of you who generously par�cipated 

in our collec�on drive for the New Jersey Veter-

an’s Home in Paramus,NJ 

 

We owe so much to those who sacrificed for our 

freedoms we enjoy today.     
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Here are some our highlighted moments  

from Spring 2016 

Our Love Bugs 

   
Dona�on to our Feed the Homeless Commi<ee 

   
Crea�ng beau�ful Mother’s Day cards 
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Our TFSS Finale Pancake Breakfast  

May 22,2016 

    

      

 

A most delicious way to end  our wonderfully blessed Sunday School Year ! 
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Please mark your calendars  

September 11,2016  

 St, John’s Congrega�onal and  

 TFSS Picnic 

 
The TFSS will sing a repeat performance of  “This Li<le Light of Mine” 

Details to follow   

Have a safe, blessed Summer See you in Church! 
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********************************************** 

Important Informa�on about our  

**St. John’s Flea Market ,CraC Fair ** 

  *Open-House Church Tour*   

 

We have decided from our experience of seEng this up and for pulling off a successful 

event, that we will opt for an every other year event!    

Our plans are now for a September 2017 event. 

****** September  2017 ****** 

Details will follow in a �mely manner 

 

And you’ll have those extra seasons to sort  your items 

 for the upcoming sale ~ September 2017  

 

Mark your calendar, cell phones, blackberry, PC, tablet Ipad……etc.etc.etc.  
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 Rutherford Food Pantry List 

 

The following are the only items needed at the pantry this month. 
 
 
Coffee, regular and instant 
Applesauce 
Canned fruit 
Juice boxes 
Juice 
Pancake mix and syrup 
Clam Sauce 
Baked Beans 
Canned Pasta 
Ketchup, Mayo, Mustard, Pickles etc. 
Oil, Vinegar 
Salad Dressing 
Tea, regular and decaf 
Crackers  
Cookies 
Paper Towels 
Water 
Laundry detergent 
Bleach 
 
Thank You,  

Angela 

Rutherford Pantry 
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Thank you to Samantha Mo<ola 

and Kate Holick for taking  photos. 
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God’s blessings to  Amelia Grace Scioscia , baptized  May 15th.  May 

your life be filled with love, happiness and good health and may you 

lead a faithful life. 



 

 

 

 

Sophocles once said, “There is nothing as demoralizing as money.” Ralph Waldo Emerson said, “Money oCen costs 

too much.” I don’t write a finance ar�cle for every Lantern because talking about money so oCen seems to be de-

moralizing and the cost of talking about it leads to controversy. This is so in daily life as well as life in church. How-

ever, there is also an obliga�on to the elected members of the council to perform their du�es and so I  feel I must 

write one now. Besides, the council wants me to write one. Also, the congrega�on should periodically be made 

aware of our financial situa�on.  

 

So let me get right to the serious stuff, the main substance of this ar�cle. As of the end of April 2015, dona�ons from 

regular envelopes totaled $23,462.87. As of the end of April 2016, dona�ons totaled $19,159.00. We have received 

$4,303.87 LESS in dona�ons this year compared to last year!!!! This has quite a large impact on our budget. So at 

this point I could say that everyone just has to give more. Ante up!!! However, I have too much respect for our con-

grega�on to say that. Everyone knows what they can afford to give. If you are reading this and at this point thinking 

‘I am giving all I can honestly afford to give’ then you are doing the best you can. I can not ask for more. However, IF 

you can give more, (and “IF” is the important part of this sentence) then please reconsider your dona�ons. There is 

a myriad of reasons why the dona�ons might be lower. Quite oCen when we do not go to church, and therefor do 

not donate for that week. The week absent is not made up in the next dona�on. Some�mes we forget our money, 

or our envelope, at home. All of this has happened to me in the past years. So I know it happens. But I must also say 

that we have congrega�onal members who do mail in their envelopes when they are away. THANK YOU!! We also 

have at this point a member who automa�cally has a deduc�on from payroll which is sent to us weekly. THANK 

YOU!! I am not here to lecture or sermonize anyone, I merely want you to know what the situa�on is with our fi-

nances. It would be worse if I tried to hide this fact. But let me also add, THANK YOU for ANY money that you give. 

We are grateful for every dollar and cent we receive.  

 

I also want to state at this point that the council is exploring new innova�ve ways to reach out for new members. 

ACer all, not just for the sake of finances, but to spread the faith and get people to come to church for the purpose 

of worship. Nothing is ever solely for the purpose of money. Evangelism and worship is always the main reason. I 

wish there was a way to run a church without caring for money, but sadly there is not. Seems that only happens in 

the movies of old westerns. Hopefully these new ways will bring us new members. We will let you know in future 

Lanterns (or other means) what these are and how effec�ve they have been. Hopefully you will see for yourself by 

coming to church and seeing a lot of new faces!!!! I pray!!! 

 

Another finance thought; I was checking website of another Lutheran church and it now has the op�on to pay on 

line. So even if you are away on a Sunday you can s�ll make a contribu�on. Think about that and let me know your 

opinion. So many of the younger genera�on do not use checks these days and do not even handle much cash. It is 

either credit/debit card, pay online or pay via phone. So we must endeavor to stay in tune with the �mes and must 

act accordingly when changing �mes necessitate. Again, let me know your thoughts in these ways of dona�ng. 

 

 

 

       Con�nued next page…….. 

Finance 
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Finance con�nued……... 

 

On a bright note, I am happy to tell you that we have paid $3,513.17 less this year, compared to compara-

ble period last year, to PSE&G!!!!!! How terrific is that. The conversion to gas furnace is truly reaping bene-

fits. Good forward thinking to do that by Council. And THANK YOU to everyone for your dona�ons as we 

have now recouped the cost of the conversion!!!! Thank you Teresa for your concert, thank you Danielle 

for the ‘Eat to Heat’ (YUMM!) Thank you Madeline for the TV dona�on, and I am sure I am forgeEng 

something or someone. So THANK YOU to all!!!! 

 

Finally, we are now asking for dona�ons to replace our fire alarm system. Our current one is really old and 

the alarm beeps all the �me without cause. Vince had said he was told that soon the signal might not go to 

the fire dept in case of a real fire. Yikes! There will be envelopes in the bulle�n marked for the fund. But 

you can donate with any  envelope as long as you mark it for the Fire Alarm Fund. We are truly upda�ng 

the church for many years and decades. 

 

Let me end with this quote by Richard Friedman, ”Money can buy you a fine dog, but only love can make it 

wag its tail.” Likewise, I talk about the need for money for our church but it is only due to the love for, in 

and about St. John’s! 

See you in church!!!!!!!! 

Marty Kaup 

Finance Chair 

“IN THIS WORLD IT’S NOT WHAT WE TAKE UP, BUT 
WHAT WE GIVE UP THAT MAKES US RICH!” 

Henry Ward Beecher 
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Below is the leAer we received from Boiling Springs Bank. We are  a member of the  Community Alliance 

Banking program.  We receive a percentage each quarter based upon the number of our congrega�onal 

members and the total amount they have in their accounts. This is an excellent way to make money for 

the church. We receive a quarterly payment and your account is not affected!!! Your balance stays the 

same and you get your normal interest.  We encourage you to look into this program as it is a way to  

donate to the church while not cos�ng you a penny. We presently have over 20 members, which is the 

minimum amount the program required.  Check it out. 
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 Congratula�ons to our own Rod Leith!!!! Rod is pictured here receiving the Bergen 

County Historic Leadership Award for his “History Chest” columns in the Bergenite. As you all 

probably know, Rod is also a member of the Rutherford Historic Preserva�on Society. Has 

served on the board of Meadowlands Museum and has helped design college-level course on 

historical preserva�on for con�nuing educa�on.  

And lets add, he is a dis�nguished member of our congrega�on having served on commiAees 

and the Council. And let’s not forget…..a darn good singer in our choir!!!! 

St. John's Lutheran Church may be a small church, but it has a big ❤! If 

anyone has any sugges�ons on how we can improve, please come      

forward with any ideas you may have. 

Everyone ma<ers in the eyes of God!  

 

Madeline Luongo 

Council  member 
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 Please read Foster Miller’s letter to St. John’s.  Foster took three of my photos from Christmas eve and  
created  collectors items.  He took this upon himself and paid for the process of creating them.  He is 
donating them to our church members who wish to have a memento of this beautiful service.  So  if you 
wish to purchase one of these, or all three, all the money collected for these will go to our Fire Alarm 
Fund.  

Thank you Foster I am touched  by your very kind comments and thank you for doing this for St. John’s. 

Please see me if you would like to donate.  

Thanks again Foster. This is very much appreciated!! 

           Marty 

Envelopes shown on next page 
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JUNE BIRTHDAYS 

3-Michael Oliver 

4-Andrew Oliver 

4-Brian Miceli 

6-Edna Huesmann 

6-Carol Strom 

7-Ka�e Hutnan 

8-Paul Schaefer 

10-Ken ShaAuck 

13-John Kupillas 

14-Ted Ollwerther 

15-Marty Kaup 

15-Diane Oliver 

16-Nancy Hart 

18-Gordon Kimball 

22-Cur�s Moore 

30-Mickey Magee 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

1-Robert and Edythe 

Strom 

JULY BIRTHDAYS 

11-RJ Cusick 

24-Paula Buckingham 

26-Meghan Jamie Kirwan 

28-Jonathan ScoA Hart 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

3-Ken and Lisa Oliver 

26-ScoA and Elizabeth 

Hintzen 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

2-Bill Bartels 

3-Rebekah Cusick 

10-Ruth Ann Rice 

11-Nancy Murray 

13-Aidan Kempenski 

13-Julianne Pelser 

13-James Michael Jacobson 

15-Joan Eveleens 

17-Jake Daniel Hart 

17-Candice Kaup-Scioscia 

18-Andrea Oliver 

23-Joyce Lescinsky 

23-Ryan Balogh 

23-Sydney Strumolo 

25-Nicole Miceli 

26-George Frole 

27-Barbara Frole 

29-Georgian Ollwerther 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

2-Bill and Ruth Ann Rice 

2-Pastor and Teresa Walters 

17-Donna & Charlie Powers 
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