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Dear Family in Christ, 

 

   The temptation is always to use this precious space and the time 
you devote to reading this article to reviewing past events or           
announcing what is ahead, but I will resist.  I suspect you have been 
saying what Teresa and I have been saying to one another:  “Surely 

this winter cannot last much longer!” 

 

  Better weather is on the way.  The good news gets better.  If you 
have been unable to attend church as often as you would like in the 
cold and sometimes dangerous weather conditions, we at St. Johns 
are ready to see you again and meet the pent up demand for spiritual 

nourishment and uplifting time in worship and praise.  

 

   Leading the way in this effort will be the lessons of Lent, which  
always afford opportunity for reflection, repentance and renewal.   We heard last week that  
repentance is not a bad thing to be avoided at all costs.  To repent is to run into the welcoming 
arms of God to find a grace and peace we can find in no other place.  Faith is simply staying 
in that embrace for the rest of our lives.  On Ash Wednesday we focused our attention on how 
to live merciful lives instead of angry lives or futile lives or lives that are less than God in-
tends.   This coming Sunday (March 1) the emphasis will be on the wonderful ways God 

keeps every promise made to us. 

 

     In addition to all the spiritual nourishment and comfort and direction our Lenten lessons 
provide, there is the music we share each week.   It is truly amazing for a church family our 
size to be blessed with such wonderful music.  Replacing the canticles we have used in our 
liturgy for a number of years is a new song written by Teresa entitled, The Way, The Truth, 
The Life.  I will not share the verses or chorus with you here because I want you to hear them 

sung in the beautiful worship setting we share.   

 

   As a reward to those who have been able to make it to worship in bad weather, we have 
been trying to sing favorite hymns.   All this week I have been hearing and singing our first 

hymn from last Sunday—“I Want Jesus to Walk with Me”. 

 

  So if you have been at worship in this difficult winter weather, you know what I am talking 
about.  If you have been unable to join us, get yourself back as soon as you can.  Blessings 

await and it will be a blessing to see you again!   

            

                                                                                          Pastor Walters 
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Dear friends, 

 

This is my first article as your new Council president and the first 

thing I want to do is thank Vince for his years of service to us as 

president.  He has left me some pretty big shoes to fill. I will try my 

best to follow his lead. Next, I want to thank the council as a whole for  volunteering to 

serve. I don't know if it is just me, but my early impression is that we are a dynamic group 

of people with some great ideas for programs. I am looking forward to seeing these ideas 

come to fruition. 

 

 My plan in each Lantern article is to concentrate on one committee. If, in my article, I touch 

on an area you feel you might like to volunteer for, please do not hesitate to tap me on the 

shoulder and ask me about it. Many of our committees have several areas where help can be 

given on a short term basis. I know everyone is busy, so possibly you can only give an hour 

or two, and sometimes that is all that is needed. I also know there are a lot of new members 

in our church family who are not familiar with our church and need to be filled in. I will be 

covering the many ways you can help. 

 

 For example, the altar guild. We have, at this time, five regular members who take care of 

the altar on a weekly basis. We can always use new members to help out, so if this is of    

interest to you, we will teach you how to do it and you can join us. Another way you can 

help the altar guild is by donating flowers. The flowers on the altar each Sunday can be    

donated by anyone for $15.00 per bouquet. You can place the flowers on the altar in 

memory of a loved one, in honor of a loved one, to celebrate a special occasion, or          

happening in your life. Then, if we do not have anyone in the hospital that week, or in      

special need of the flowers, you can take them if you donated them.  There are special      

envelopes in the small racks in each pew, or you can use any envelope and just designate the 

money to go to altar flowers and how you want the flowers designated. And still another 

way to help:  I am in the process of polishing all the brass pieces we have for the altar. If 

this interests you, talk to me. I have the Brasso and the rags.  So you see, you can donate 

time, money, or muscle. Each is appreciated. 

 

 I hope these informative articles will be helpful and I hope I hit on an area of interest for 

you in future articles.  

Lisa 
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Spring �me in St John’s Total Family Sunday School 

Mar.-Apr. ~  Our Lenten Alms  -beginning Feb.22
nd

,2015  the children will  be  collec�ng  1 

nickel a day    during the 40 days of lent, a,er  it is collected  on Easter Sunday and 

then counted we will  donate to the mission here at St. John’s to assist with  feeding our lo-

cal homeless. The monies will then be handed over to Joy and Lisa. 

 

 

 

3/1/15       please mark your calendar for upcoming 

 TFSS singing date during church service  

and make every effort to a2end that day  

 

 Singing - “Ask, seek, knock “ 

 

Lantern Note: We were not able to get the Lantern out in �me for the 3/1 date. We hope you were there to see them 

sing. They were great! Look for future dates.  
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Ash Wednesday ~ February 18
th

, 2015                Palm Sunday ~ March29th, 2015 

            Maundy Thursday ~ April 2
nd

, 2015                     Good Friday ~ April 3
rd

, 2015 

Easter Sunday ~ April 5
th

, 2015 

 

 

 

If any of you have an idea for Outreach (helping those in less fortunate situa�ons) for our 

Sunday School to fill a need.... 

please bring that informa�on to one of the teachers so we can discuss together the best 

possible way we can help. 

          Lorraine Kirwan ~ Mary Ann Mastro ~ Judy Healy 

 

Always remember We miss you when you are not with us in TFSS 

 

 St John’s Lenten Church Service Schedule 
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This is from our Ash Wednesday service. Pastor wanted this to have more direct meaning to 

us by not saying ‘our’ and ‘we’. To make it personal by saying ‘I’, ‘my’, and ‘me’. Well, it sure 

seemed to have lots more  meaning to me when we read it that way.  It made  me think 

deeper about my sins rather than the sins of us all! Read it and see it you feel the same way. 

           -Marty 
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Please fill out form on next page. The form will 

also be in your Sunday bulle�ns. 
Poster created by Samantha Mo2ola  
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EASTER FLOWERS—ORDER FORM 
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Scientists and psychologists are saying that out attention spans are getting shorter and 

shorter.  Therefore, we have included a 60 second Bible study that everyone should have 

enough ‘span’ to read.  Then for  the second round, check the Bible  as  noted next to 

the statement.  
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St John’s Family Fun DaySt John’s Family Fun DaySt John’s Family Fun DaySt John’s Family Fun Day     

lunchlunchlunchlunch, movie, , movie, , movie, , movie, family family family family and and and and friendsfriendsfriendsfriends    

    
April 18

th
, 2015      12: 30 pm ~ 4: 30 pm 

Bring a blanket to spread out, your favorite beach chair,  

Or a lovable stuffed animal, pillow   to relax on. 

There will be; 

 Cartoon clip approx... 30 mins; 

Lunch;   Pizza with toppings and hot dogs  

Feature film; with popcorn  

 

MIRACLE DOGS - Feature Films for Families - Nine year old Charlie Logan rescues an injured dog named Annie ,and her 

puppies from an animal shelter.  He hides the dogs in the boiler room of the hospital where his parents work.  The patients 

begin healing at remarkable rates when the dogs visit them. But Charlie knows the dogs will soon be discovered and to 

save them he'll have to find them good homes. 

 Please join us for an afternoon movie with friends, family, a warm meal and laughs.  

 Moms & Dads, Aunts & Uncles, Grandmas & Grandpas. 

  Bring Children of all ages ~ even those young at heart welcomed. 

               A Sign Up sheet will be posted so please  sign with  approximate number     
       attending      We certainly would not want to run out of Pizza or Hot dogs! 

Commi2ee: Mary Ann and Penelope. Volunteers welcome!! 
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Property Report 

 

Presidencies may come and go but Property Mgr never fades away! It has been a long &me since I am able 

to write only a single report for the Lantern. Seems too easy.  But I am not complaining.   

 

As we approach the end of our first hea&ng season with gas heat, it will be interes&ng to see how our invest-

ment has paid off compared to the oil heated seasons. I know both Ken and I are happy as not once did we 

get a 6 am call for running out of oil nor did we have a single Sunday Service where it was 40 degrees in the 

building.  

 

We started the year off with a decent sized project. Thanks to Maryann Mastro’s exper&se, we scrubbed, 

cleaned, shined and polished all the wood work up on the altar…walls and all. If you recall there were huge 

carbon stains behind the candles ….gone. We are very pleased and sa&sfied with the outcome. 

 

We are in the midst of giving the Choir Room and Library decent, long overdue face li4s.  Sheetrocking the 

ceilings, pain&ng, new rug upstairs and pulling up the present carpet in the library and keeping it as hard 

wood.  The ceiling &les are falling randomly in both rooms and it is just a ma5er of &me before someone 

gets hit. We have dona&ons through a couple of memorial funds that are covering these costs. 

 

Our walkways are in need of some repair as the salt and weather keep making small gaps into larger cracks. I 

am planning to focus some of my efforts on patching them this year before there are any incidents.  

 

Research solu&ons for our door locking situa&on will increase this year too, as the doors are not closing and 

locking as they should. So a reminder to all, please make sure the door is locked behind you. Don’t assume it 

closed and don’t assume the locks did their jobs.  

 

If anyone has sugges&ons for improvements or wants to come out and help cut the grass one day a month, 

please let me know.  I think the grass can be cut in about 1 1/2 hours depending on the season. 

 

Thanks for your support, 

Vince Mo5ola 

Property Chairman  
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RUTHERFORD PANTRY NEEDS LST 

MARCH 2015 

 

Canned Pasta 

Stews and Chili 

Cereal  {no cheerios} 

Applesauce 

Juice Drink Boxes 

Juice, all varie&es 

Instant Coffee Reg. & DeCaf 

Canned Tomatoes 

Pasta Sauce 

Shelf Stable Canned Ham 

Muffin Mixes 

Cake Mix and Fros&ng 

Crackers (no Matzos) 

Cookies 

Shampoo, Condi&oner, Shaving Cream, Deodorant 

Bar Soap, Toothpaste 

 

##The Pantry Cannot Accept Expired Items!!! 

 

The pantry does not need the following at this &me: 

Cranberry Sauce, Green Beans, Carrots, Peas and 

Stuffing 
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Congratula�ons to the new Mr & Mrs Drennan!!! Gail Heim and Tony Drennan were married on No-

vember 1st! Pastor  Walters performed the ceremony at the Warwick Valley Winery. The bride is 

beau�ful and the groom  handsome. Tony’s son Nolan is a good looking boy. We wish you a lovely life       

together.  

God bless you  
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To our new members to  the congrega&on: 

Tracey and Daniel Bruness 

206 Peabody Avenue 

Lyndhurst, NJ 07071 

Tracey Phone: 201 284-0360     Email: tlbrunes@yahoo.com (yes, one ‘s’ in email) 

Daniel  Phone: 201 284-0359     Email: dcbrunes@yahoo.com (one ‘s’ also in email) 

No picture available at  &me of Lantern issue. Perhaps in the next Lantern. Please write  

Tracey’s and  Daniel’s  informa&on in your directory in the mean&me un&l a new one comes 

out.  

Daniel and Tracey we are very happy to have you as  members in our church family!!!!! 

A  picture  from Facebook of Bill 

and Ruth Rice and Harry , Ann 

and Mary Carlock. 

They stated on Facebook that 

while they now live and worship 

in North  Carolina, St. John’s will 

always be the church they feel 

most at home. Well, we miss you 

all very VERY much. You will al-

ways be members of our family 

no ma2er how many miles 

apart!!!!! 

Please come and visit as o,en as       

possible. It was so nice to see a 

picture of you together! As they 

say in the south, Y’all look        

terrific!!! 

Love and blessings to each one of 

you. We love you!!  
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Please do not miss the 

Good Friday  service. It is 

the most drama�c service 

of the year.  
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We hope to see EVERYONE at  the Easter Service on April 5th!!!  It is a glorious and  

beau�ful  service. HE IS RISEN, HE IS RISEN  INDEED!!!!! 

Try not to be late. You would not want to miss the Easter Shout by the 

children and congrega�on. 
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