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Dear Family of God, 

 

     We are just completing a four week focus on stewardship that 

has been a bit more bold and comprehensive than anything in 

our recent history.  A prepared program entitled Fulfilling God’s 

Purpose has been utilized.  Materials provided with the program 

included sermons for all four weeks.  We have heard the first two 

sermons in their entirety and the last two have been adapted for 

our particular setting and needs.  What we have learned is that 

God has a purpose for each of us and for our church family.   Week one focused of the heart 

and soul of our longing to have a loving relationship with God and others characterized by 

honesty, affection, a desire for fellowship, purity, humility, forgiveness, loyalty, trust and joy. 

 

  Week two saw a focus on witnessing to the Gospel.  We live as those with a vital message 

that we not only receive and trust but that we share.  Christ has died, Christ is Risen, Christ 

will come again.  The authors of our stewardship program have written:  “Through the work-

ing of the Holy Spirit and through spending time in God’s word and prayer, we are embold-

ened to speak the Good news so that others may experience the joy and peace that God 

gives.”  This is stewardship of a much broader and greater kind than we usually consider im-

portant.  I heartily agree with what the authors of the sermon for week 2 have written:  “The 

primary task of the church, then, is to reach the world with the Gospel.”  Most of us know 

how easy it is to get caught up in the secondary and tertiary tasks of the church at the ex-

pense of our primary purpose.  We also know how easy it is to be so caught up in the distrac-

tions and demands of daily living that we never prioritize fulfilling Gods purpose in our lives.  

So it may be time for a course correction! 

 

     Week three focused on servanthood.  If you have not yet learned how wonderful giving can 

be, it is time to give it a try.   In giving of ourselves, we often receive much more in return, but 

that is not the reason to serve.  What we learned in weeks one and two compel us to under-

stand that serving God and others is a natural expression of true love and yearning to share 

the Gospel with the world.   

 

    Week four will arrive on Reformation Sunday.  We will speak about great beginnings and 

great endings for our lives.  Helping us celebrate great beginnings will be the baptism of Anna 

Elizabeth Collins.  Helping us understand how to stay the course as we strive to live our whole 

lives in love with God, will be Stella Svane, sharing her faith journey.  See you in church! 
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Stewardship     

 

Was it Ronald Reagan who said “Here we go again?”  Stewardship has traditionally 

been a process of encouraging members to complete and return commitment 

cards so that budgets can be planned for the coming year with some faint hope of 

meeting all of our expenses.  All sorts of programs have been designed and       

utilized to meet this goal and like antibiotic resistant viruses, church members far 

and wide have continued to find creative ways to resist the varied creative calls to 

sacrificial giving.  But there are exceptions and that should be all of us this year.  

WE ARE NOT GOING TO GO DOWN THE SAME STEWARDSHIP ROAD AGAIN.  This 

year you will not be asked to complete a commitment card and place it in our old 

faithful stewardship box for the financial secretary to retrieve and record.  We are 

thinking outside the box! (Pun intended)  The goal is not for any of us to decide 

what we will give to God this year.  The goal is much grander and more joyful than 

that.   All of us are being asked to consider the four week focus on fulfilling Gods 

purpose in our lives as we think about what we believe God’s giving goal is for us.  

So the question is not what do you want to give, but what does God want you to 

give—not just in terms of money, but first and foremost in terms of love,           

witnessing, servanthood, praise and joy.  All you will be asked to prayerfully con-

sider this year is writing down for yourself and keeping in a safe place what you 

really believe God’s giving goal is for you in the coming year.  If hearts are moved 

as I suspect they have and will be, meeting budgets will not be an issue for us ever 

again.  One last word in that regard.  Since there will be no commitments to assist 

us in forming our budget for 2014, our church council will be asking the             

congregation to adopt a faith based budget, trusting that with Gods help all of us 

together can pay the bills as we share the joy of being Gods loving, faithful, wit-

nessing, serving people. 
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It’s Fall again and the Lantern and your Council are officially back from a sunny 

and restful summer.  I spent my vacation down in Cape May and reunited with a 

long time group of friends, but was thankful to come back to reality to get some 

rest and sleep. We did see Samantha off to college in NYC and now I know what it 

means to be happy to not know what you don't know. The college parents know 

what this means and the "yet to be" college parents, can only imagine. To say that 

Sam is an explorer in her new world would be an understatement.   

 

To say that we explored this summer at St. John's would also be selling ourselves 

short.  We entered into a new place of sharing, trust, emotion, history and very 

much individualism. Teresa introduced us to Faith Stories.  Instead of a Summer 

Music Program, each Sunday a different person talked about their own faith jour-

ney and what brought them to St. John's and to God. After a while, I learned to 

just pack a bunch of tissues as each story held its own emotions. For me, writing it 

and rehearsing was the easy part. To stand up in front of everyone, on the altar 

and tell my story was pretty tough. It didn't seem that difficult during the dozens 

of practice runs. But each of us up there, hit that emotional block and then passed 

through it with tears and smiles. Conjuring up memories of loved ones, old 

friends, tough times and eventually our journey to St. John's was not only an ad-

venture for the participants, but enlightening for all those who were listening. 

Thank you to all. 

 

And let's not forget about our smashing successful picnic, Sunday School program, 

the recently held Time and Talent Auction 

and our newer council members who       

continue to bring new ideas to the table. 

 

Have any ideas, please let's hear them. 

See You in Church, 

Vince Mottola 

Council President. 
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THANK YOU to everyone who participated in the time and talent auction. It was a rous-

ing success. It raised over two thousand dollars for St. John’s. Besides the money, it was 

a LOT of fun with much laughter for all.  



$$$$$$ Finance $$$$$$ 
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Since this years Stewardship drive is based upon Servanthood, it means that money is not the only thing 

that Stewardship means. It always seems that way, but it means so much more as you have heard    

during the sermons and from Pastor’s articles in this Lantern. Having said that, money is nonetheless a 

part of it. Therefore, below are the numbers as of the end of September. In keeping with the           

Stewardship program this year, I will not say anything else. The numbers speak for themselves. I think 

the congregation should know the status before our Annual meeting. Please see me if you have any 

questions. But you must be in church to ask me…..so, see you in church!!!! 

Marty Kaup –Finance Chair 

Data removed for web posting 



 

This morning, Sammy (who doesn't have school today for some reason) and I 

were  naming all the people we love. "What about Carter?" He asked me. 

"Carter Rubin?"        I replied. "Yes, Carter Roooobin." After a second,            

“Sure, I love Carter. He's a great guy." 

<pause> 

Sammy: "Does he know?" 

Me: "Does he know what? That I love him?" 

 

Sammy: "That you love him."... 

Me: "I guess so." 

 

Sammy: "You should tell him, people don't know you love them if you don't tell 

them." 

Me: "Ok, I'll tell him." 

 

Sammy: "You should tell him right now." 

Me: "He's at work, how about I tell him later?" 

 

Sammy: "Right. Now." 

Me: "I'm not going to call him at work to tell 

Carter that I love him. How about I use      

Facebook." 

Sammy: Ok 
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Below is a conversation between Damien Newton and his son Sammy. Damien posted this 

on Facebook and we asked permission to post this in The Lantern. He graciously agreed. 

Sammy is 5 years old but his advice is something we should all follow, regardless of our 

age and position in life! Some of the best advice we have ever heard!!!!! 

          Marty and Irene 



WELCOME TO  WELCOME TO  WELCOME TO  WELCOME TO      

ST. JOHN’S FAMILYST. JOHN’S FAMILYST. JOHN’S FAMILYST. JOHN’S FAMILY    

Anna Elizabeth CollinsAnna Elizabeth CollinsAnna Elizabeth CollinsAnna Elizabeth Collins    

Baptized Sunday October 27th, 2013 
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One more picture from Anna Elizabeth’s baptism. We thought this was a very poignant moment! It looks 

like their was a clear connection between Anna and Pastor. 
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Important     Important 
Dear Parents, Children, Congregation members of St. John’s 

 

    There are two shelters  in  our area that can use some help- a women 

and children’s  shelter and a men’s shelter. .  With Thanksgiving ap-

proaching  and knowing  how truly blessed we are -  outreach comes to 

mind.  The one thing  that  they need most at this time is  PILLOW’S.  

That is a luxury item for them,  and an item we often take for granted. 

We are asking if each family can donate one new pillow that we will 

gladly get to the shelters.   So when a woman and her children turn to 

this “ safe house” they can rest, I am sure very weary heads, on some-

thing soft---as well as the men in the other shelter--Something we often 

don’t think about. So we are running a “ Let’s GIVE thanks , PILLOW 

DRIVE”.  If you are inclined to participate, please bring the pillow to the 

church . All and any donations are greatly appreciated.  This drive will run 

November 3
rd

- through November 24
th

 2013. 

                            May you all have pleasant dreams! 

                             God Bless You, The Sunday School Staff 
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Sadly, Ruth and Bill Rice have moved to North Carolina. Sadly in the sense that we will miss them terribly! Ruth has done 

more for St. John’s than we could fit into one Lantern just dedicated to her. So THANK YOU Ruth for all you have done 

and for your friendship. But, the good part is that they have promised to visit us as often as possible and we will see 

them soon again. Enjoy your new home!!! May God bless you both!!!!  
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Some of my earliest memories are from when my parents moved us to Papua New Guinea, in their capacity as ELCA 

missionaries.  I still don’t know exactly what motivated them to do this; they had to know they would expose their 3-yr-

old son and 6-week-old daughter to malaria, tribal wars, street violence (“raskol attacks”), in one of the world’s least 

developed countries.  

 

They were not there to preach or convert; Dad taught math and Mom stayed home with us, using her nursing license to 

bandage strangers on the doorstep occasionally.  There was real recklessness in all this.  My memories tend to be a bit 

rosy; I was young and one tends to gloss over experiences like being teargassed in one’s home or being mugged at spear-

point.    

 

But years later I realized that it’s hard to call such a lifestyle reckless when most people in the world live this way.  PNG 

was the rule and modern America is the exception.  Our lives are strange to everyone else, and for all our materialism, 

not necessarily better.  The more you move outside your comfort zone, the more you realize the oddity and recklessness 

of your own “normalcy.”    

 

After PNG sister Hannah and I grew up in south Texas, on the Mexican border.  Another boundary on the third world, a 

strangely wonderful place.  In an area comprised of 95% Mexican-Americans, Spanish speakers, I was only really un-

comfortable among certain members of a minority, including both Hispanics and Anglos, who wore their religious intol-

erance and judgment on their sleeves.  I did not relate to them; by junior high God had already shown me how vast his 

love and tolerance is, by introducing me to people of such incredibly diverse backgrounds.  

 

I’ve learned an awful lot from these experiences, mostly for the better, and God has also blessed me with a curious 

mind.  Perhaps my biggest mental breakthrough came in eighth grade, when I was named top of my “gifted and talented 

class.”  I realized that for all of my awards in maths and English, I could not logically justify myself or my behaviour to 

others.  I could not logically describe my faith.  In my overactive mind, certain things did not compute, and it was 

bad.  Behavioral problems, lost friends, isolation.  My mother helped explain a lot, praying with me regularly, and gradu-

ally showing me that God is understood through the heart, not the mind.    

    

I cannot prove my faith objectively or scientifically, but I do have the interior experience to know it's real.  And it’s in 

accepting this imperfection of human logic that you realize God’s perfection in creating us.  Like my favourite singer 

Leonard Cohen says, “there is a crack in everything, that’s how the light gets in.”  Philippians 4, incredible joy in the 

midst of persecution. 

 

That stuck with me through college, through my filmmaking degree, when I saw that filming mistakes and improvisa-

tions were sometimes more interesting than the most carefully-planned shoots.  Even now, as an aspiring novelist, the 

most interesting passages I write can’t be outlined or predicted.  They are more “revealed.”   

I also didn’t plan to meet my girlfriend Sally a couple years ago, but I am much better off for that surprise as well.  You 

let go of being perfect and embrace being yourself; that’s when I feel God’s presence. 

 

That and in silence.  I’m not much one for online social media, and I take issue with the incessant blaring chaos of our 

consumerist culture.  I fear for society, placing avatars over real people, advertisements over truth, plastic packaging 

over the natural environment.  But I always take comfort in returning to Ecclesiastes; even my favorite postmodernist 

philosophers can’t outdo the wisdom of Solomon:  Ecclesiastes 1.   

Journey of Faith   
By Duncan Johnson 
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                                                                                           Journey of Faith     

          By Ruth Rice 

For those of you who know me only a short time, I am a life long member of St. John’s. I am 

fortunate to know and have known all the Pastors who have ministered here, each one teach-

ing me ways to build my faith that helped me to grow and strengthen my relationship with 

God.    

 

It all began with my parents, Naomi Ruth & Ralph Sifford who were born and raised in NC; 

married at St. John’s Lutheran Church, Winston-Salem.  Mom’s family was Baptist; Dad’s fam-

ily Lutheran but both grew up in homes where faith was a solid foundation throughout their 

lives.  How blessed was I to have wonderful, loving and faithful parents. 

 

After they married, they moved to Rutherford where Dad began a business and they became 

members of St. John’s.  I am the youngest of 3 brothers and 1 sister Nancy, whom many of 

you know.  Mom & Dad led very active church lives and were wonderful examples of their 

faith that was my earliest inspiration.  As kids, we attended Sunday school and then church 

with mom and dad; it’s just how it was, we went to church!   

 

My parents loved church music, especially hymns; we heard and learned so many of them as 

we grew up.  I am not sure where I first heard ‘Jesus Loves Me’ but I remember around age 4 

or 5 I would sit on the rocking chair and sing that song not once but many times.  Perhaps that 

set the stage of singing in choirs at a young age.  

 

I was baptized, confirmed and married here; I have been active in so many ways (it’s a long 

list) from teaching Sunday school to serving on church council for many years.  Serving God 

and church is a personal satisfaction that gives me joy; church is not just some place you go, 

but something you are; it provides me with spiritual nourishment that continues to keep the 

foundation of my faith solid.  In the book of Micah chapter 6 verse 8, it says,   

    “He has showed you, O man, what is good.  And what does the Lord  

     require of you? To act justly, to love mercy and to walk humbly with 

     your God.” I cannot imagine life without walking with God. 

     

At some point in life, we all have experienced difficult times and trials and I am no exception.  

I am sure you have heard the expression ‘expect the unexpected’ but most of us are unpre-

pared when something serious occurs.  
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February 26, 2012, I had a terrible pain in my side that sent me go to the emergency room. 

After many hours and tests, the doctor said, ‘you have a mass’, and another test was sched-

uled. What an ‘unexpected’ moment and shock.  My mind replayed his words in slow motion; 

I thought this Dr. is so wrong-- he must have another patient’s results.  My routine check up 3 

months prior brought good results; this just had to be a mistake.  

 

After more tests and appointments, the doctor scheduled surgery for the following week for a 

complete hysterectomy to remove the growth.  The test results confirmed ovarian cancer and 

three weeks later, chemotherapy treatments began. It was a lot to absorb and no time to de-

lay; deep down I knew there was no choice but to put my faith and trust in God and to be 

strong as possible to get through this unexpected journey.  

 

A team of amazing top-notch doctors, nurses and staff provided the best medical care I could 

ever hope to have. Care also came from my wonderful, loving husband Bill, my sister Nancy 

and Bill’s sister, Kathleen who surrounded me with help in more ways than I can count or that 

words can express.  Our sons and their spouses ready to help when needed.  From the emer-

gency room to this day, Bill’s reminder is, ‘we are in this together; I am here for you’ and there 

was never any doubt in my mind. 

 

Not only was I blessed with all my family’s support but also, where would I have been without 

Pastor, Teresa and all of you, my church family—my own band of angels!  Your cards, prayers, 

messages, and visits were precious; providing additional care, kindness and love that was up-

lifting, encouraging and inspirational.  I know the ‘power of prayer’ was truly at work reinforc-

ing my faith of God’s healing power and the ongoing blessings I have received.   

 

We asked Pastor if he would pray with all of us the morning of my surgery.  Obviously, I had 

concerns never having surgery before, but after Pastor’s prayers, I felt a sense of calmness.  

During recovery and treatments, I would often think and meditate on favorite hymns, Psalms 

and Bible verses, but I never have just one.  Psalm 23 and 121 are favorites. The Lord is my 

shepherd, He is with me, He comforts me and I will dwell in His house forever are peaceful 

and comforting words.   

When my oldest son William was about 8 yrs. old, he gave me a small banner. It says, “If your 

day is hemmed in prayer, it is less likely to unravel”, a good thought. I see it daily and I have 

always begun and ended each day with prayer; I have many conversations with God often.  

The prayers that Pastor shared with us of his mom, I now include with mine.  Quiet medita-

tion, prayers, time enjoying God’s beauty of each day restores me, strengthens my faith and 

reminds me to keep life in perspective.   
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Many of you know that Bill and I will move to N.C., we hope soon, to enjoy retired life.  Rock-

ing chairs will be on our porches and I am sure I’ll be humming or singing ‘Jesus Loves Me’ 

along with other favorites.  

 

We are very blessed to have found two Lutheran churches that we attend and enjoy. It will be 

a new adventure and I believe God continues with plans for us that are yet to be revealed.  

For me however, St. John’s will always be my home church; nothing will replace a lifetime of 

love or the spirit and memories of all the cherished families and friends I know and certainly 

not Pastor and Teresa or the beauty of our worship services.   

  

Even though the things I question are not of my understanding, I have learned much from the 

difficult times in life.  I know now that the miserable pain saved me; the cancer was detected 

at an early stage. I know my hope has not been broken, my faith not destroyed, friendships 

have increased and made stronger, memories and peaceful moments remain with me, cour-

age and spirit continues to strengthen; and the promise of eternal life does not change.  

 

I rejoice in the fact that the Lord is my shepherd He is my vision and wisdom. His forgiveness 

and grace is so amazing and that each day I see His work displayed but most important is I am 

His and He is mine forever.    

 

( I never expected to get a call that my Dad was suffering a massive heart attack at church while preparing to usher for 

early worship service Dec. ’82 and I raced here to be with him, holding his hand, waiting for the ambulance but God 

took him home a few hours later.  He was man who walked humbly with God and I grew even more in my                  

understanding of him since that time. 

 

Blessings….expect the unexpected; strive for excellence but perfection is God’s. 
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FYI....ALTAR GUILD REMINDER 

Our altar flower bouquets can be purchased for $15.00 each. They can be donated in 

honor of a loved one, they can be donated in memory of a loved one or they can be do-

nated in celebration of a family or special event. 

Generally, Pastor brings these bouquets with him on visits to family members that are 

hospitalized or home bound. If no one is hospitalized or shut in, the individual that do-

nated the altar flowers for that Sunday can take them. 

There are altar flower donation envelops in the pew racks with an information card in-

side. You are encourage to use these envelops. Our Church family enjoys it when the 

flowers are given for a specific person or event. This also helps to fund the Altar Guild 

Flower budget. 

Thank you! 

St. John's Altar Guild 

More FYI Church News!!!! 

Congratulations:   Jennifer Miller and Jose Koolman were united in holy matrimony on Sept 14 
at The Tides in North Haledon with Pastor Walters presiding.   It was a beautiful wedding and we 
are delighted that Jennifer and Jose have been regular visitors at worship, church events and are 
even helping with coffee hours and feeding the homeless.  Can membership be far behind? 
 
 
  

New Members:  Our newest members are Anna Elizabeth Collins, baptized on Reformation   
Sunday, Oct 27 (see page 7) and Cheryl Way. Anna is the little sister of Benjamin and infant 
daughter of Dave and Keri Collins.  Cheryl comes to us from St. Matthews Lutheran in Secaucus 
and has already joined in regular worship and many church activities. Cheryl’s phone number is              

201-467-6723 and address is 719 Ninth Street  Secaucus 07094.  Welcome!   
 
 

In Memoriam:  Our church family was saddened to hear of the recent death of former member 
Mark Svitil.  Mark and family have been living in Michigan for a number of years.  A memorial      
service is planned for Mark at St. Johns on Saturday, Nov 2 at 10am. 
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ORDER FORM FOR CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 

 

ORDER DEADLINE – December 1st, 2013 

 

GIVEN BY ______________________________________ 

 

Phone #    _________________________ 

 

In Memory of: ___________________________________ 

 

In Honor of:    ___________________________________ 

 

(  )  I will pick up plant after church, Christmas Eve. 

( )   I will leave plant for distribution to a shut-in. 

 

Please enclose payment of $10.00 per plant payable to: 

St. John’s Ev. Lutheran Church 

 

Please take a moment to complete a form to donate a poinsettia plant(s), the price per plant of $10 has re-
mained the same for a number of years.   
 

The poinsettias beautify the chancel and altar for our Christmas Eve Candlelight service and through the 
Christmas holiday.  This also a special way to pay tribute in memory or honor of loved ones. 
 

St. John’s Altar Guild 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
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NOVEMBER 3rd 

Ahhhh, get that extra 

hour of sleep in the 

morning. 

I get that extra hour, 

or HOURS of sleep 

whenever I want no 

matter what the  

clock says! 

Page 17 



This is the latest Rutherford Food Pantry needs list. This was posted for October but these items will 
always needed. Please contribute what you can. In July 2013, (last month of available data) 111 
households were served by the Rutherford Food Pantry, with a total of 244 people being served in 
those households. Those helped include 76 children, and 18 adults over 65. 
 
 
 

RUTHERFORD PANTRY NEEDS LIST 
 
Mac and Cheese 
Pasta (no whole grain or quick cook at this time) 
Applesauce 
Reg. Coffee 
Juice, all sizes 
Lunch Box size snacks 
Canned Beans (black, pinto, white and pink) 
Salad Dressing 
Canned Pasta 
Hearty Beef Soups 
Pasta Sauces 
Canned Tomatoes, Peas, Carrots, Corn, Potatoes 
Ramen Noodles 
Stews (Dinty Moore) 
Canned Clams 
Cake Mixes and Frosting 
Halloween Treats 
Cookies 
Crackers (no saltines) 
Paper Towels, Toilet Tissue 
Shampoo and Conditioner 
Deodorant 
Feminine Products 
Toothpaste and Brushes 
 
PLEASE REMEMBER WE CANNOT ACCEPT OUT OF DATE ITEMS!! 
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NOVEMBER BIRTHDAY’S 
 

6-Carol Eveleens 

9-Tom Scioscia 

12-Lorraine Herrnkind 

16-Brandon Moore 

18-Damien Newton 

19-Casey Lynn Balogh 

20-Mary Ann Coman 

27-Marge Spann 

27-Lori Torsiello 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

4-Michael and Diane Oliver 

7-Marlene and Allen Krupp 

12-Damien and Marybeth Newton 

15-Tom and Candice Scioscia 

23-Fred and Jean Benzing 
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Date 

 

Lay  

Assistants  

Coffee  

Hour 

Ushers Altar 

Guild 

Tally Acolytes 

11/03 

 

Tim Gearity Judy & Erin 

Healey 

Marty Kaup 

Joe Hohler 

Irene Kaup      

(All Saints 

Sunday) 

Marty  & Irene 

Kaup 

TBD 

11/10 Cheryl Way Donna Strauss 

Sam Mottola 

Vince Mottola Geri Basch Joe Hohler TBD 

11/17 Joyce Miceli Lisa Oliver & 

Joy Christians 

Ken Oliver Lisa Oliver Dottie Frank 

Lorraine Kirwan 

TBD 

11/24 Carol Eveleens Danielle 

Schaffer &   

Geri Basch 

Lisa Oliver 

Joy Christians 

Nancy Hart    

(Christ The 

King Sunday) 

Fran Heim 

Joan Eveleens 

TBD 

Remember all you blessingsRemember all you blessingsRemember all you blessingsRemember all you blessings    
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